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The Difficulties and Difcouragements 
which attend the Study of the Scriptures 
in the way of Private Judgment ; &c. 

In a Letter ta a Tcung Clergyman. 



SIR, 

IDo not wonder at the furpnze with which 
yon received, when we were laft together, 
the advice I ventured to give you in rela- 
tion to the Study tf the Scriptures. For one 
who is a clergy man hiimfelf, xofeem to difluade 
' ihoft of bis own order^ from a ftudy that has fo 
manyargoments'to recommend it; and which, 
in the opinion of all good men, ought to be 
their r^/{/*bafine(s ; ha$, I confefs, the appear- 
ance of a ftrangep0r<7^&;ir, and that of the worjl 
' fort. It looks Y\}iit popery and priejl-craft ; and 
therefore young and tender minds may eafily 
be forgiven, if they ftartle at the firft propofai 
of it ; thofe efpecially, who have a jull fenfe of 
the excellency and infpiration of the Scriptur4s^ 
and are eagerly bent on the purfuit of fach 
troths, as more immediately tend to the ad- 
. vancement of virtue and religion. Aiyoutnc-- 
^oi that number) and weot inio orders with mo 
A 4 other 



t The Pillars of FarESTxritArT 

. eilfer-view, but tfiat you might the betteir 
/^udy the Stripturn yourfelf, and advance the- 
knowledge of them in the world ; it was not to 
'T>e expe6!ed you ffiould prcfentiy come Inta 
other fentimeats. Which I ajiv for fop from 
talking amifs, that I think it to your commenda- 
tion, that neither the affe^hn or efltem you io 
"often exprefs for an old: friend could prevail 
with you to aft u part that might have the 
appearance of levity in a matter of fo much 
confequcnce. Nor Is it lefs for your credk» 
l«hat you caa retaia your opinion, without lo- 
fing your temper, or (hewing a backwardbefs- ta 
bear what is to be faid againA it. Mod tem- 
pers run into extremes : 7 hey arc either toa 
volatile to be fixed ^ or elfe fo fixed, that no 
force of argument ca& move them. But 'tis 
^tsr haf)pLQefs, that you can adhere without 
obflifiacy, aad change without levity, and 
thereibre I iball think it no trouble to refume 
the fubjcft, and lay before you in the bed man- 
ner I caa, the reafcMis that/f^« to make agalnft 
tbijludy tiftht Scrip^tuns in the way ofprivaU 
judgement \ which I hope-will not upon cooler 
thoughts appear fo flrange to you. You will 
coofider they come from one, who is not more 
a friend to ^w, than he is to the church. Aod> 
if examples be of any weight, I can aflure you 
this fide of the queftioa is by no means defti-^ 

tuic 
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tute of profelytes; and that >vhen yon come 
to know the world more, you will find this 
ft'udy neghSfid to a degree you little imagined, 
fiat 'tis reajonsy not ixampUs^ will deterooine 
yoa. To come therefore to- thtnr; let me i» 
ihc 

I. Firft place, obfcrve to yon*^ that tYitJludy 
tftbc Strlptyres^ fuch a thorough fludy of then9 
I mean, as you aim at, is extremely difficulty. 
and not to be fucce&fally parfued, without a^ 
very great and conftant application^ and a pre- 
vious knowledge of many other parts of ufeful 
learning. Th^e Ntw Teftament cannot be ua- 
derAood without the Old\ the truths reveakd* 
in one, arc grounded on the prcphrjiei contai^* 
ed in the other 7 which makes the ftudy of the- 
whole Scriptures neceffary to him, that would 
underftand thoroughly a pari of them. Nor 
can the Jpocryphal books^ how much' foever 
they are generally flighted, be faftly neglefted; 
there being-agreat chafmof five hundred years^ 
between the end of the Prophets^ and the be- 
ginning of the Go/pel i which period is of ikc* 
greatejl ufe for the gndcrftandmg ef the New 
Teftament, and yet is tlie lea/i knowm B^jr 
now, if \\\tOidTeJfatncntm\xf\. be well flbdied, 
a good knowledge ©f rbe Oriental tofjgun'h- 
abfblutely neceffary. No mad'cfan. be igno- 
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jra^t, jWho ki^ows any thing of letters, that no 
>^.v^rfioQ$ pf old books can be thoroughly cle- 
^jpiepded on; the miftakes are fo many, and 
.fometimes of great moment; efpecially the 
verfions of books writ in a language littU under^ 
fiood^ and many parts of it in a flyle extremely 
'^uroihi, and thofe figores fuch as tbefe parts 
•..K^f the world are almoft wholly flrangers to^ 
^Cut put the cafe tbffif ttifficultus \/txt lefs than 
itbey aroj U U an. e^fy matter to: add to Grak 
r'Sttd Latin x\ie ^knowledge of fo many other lan^ 
^-guagei ? ^.Do ndt fbey two alone find work 
. eaougk for m^fk. fchol^s ?. What pains Uiea 
^mdft a man take, ifhe will ftudy fo^many ahers 
' tefides ? And if the knowledge of the ,0/i 
» ^ijlvpiuni could bc-difpcnfied with, give me 
'leave to tell you that the kuguageevcw pf the 
New n^ament Is not to be uodecflood with (p 
liitli pains as^ is. commonly (imag^od^, ,<'Tis 
;le^rm indeed in fcbooU, aod from ,bence 
thought to be the cafieft Creek that j^ap hje 
. r^ ; but thty who bave-read it g^^opth^ Aan- 
i^mt than fchod-bc^s^ Jknow it to be,,;iuite 
oth^wife. Not to mf otfoa the dij^quhies 
peculiar to St* Paul, wbpfe epililes are a very 
^reat pai:t of the New Teftament ; Piatff and 
D^^ibin^ arc in many refpedls uot fohard,' 
a$ CT^o thteiifier books. . The flyle indeed of 
the bi/torkal books> ia plain anc^'iimplei bul 

for 
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^Cpr.all that, eveo tbe/i farts have thdr difficul- 
ty. * And the whole is writ in a language pe« 
culiar to the Jews : The idiom is H^iw or 
I ISyniKj thctagh the words be Gnei; which 
makes fome knowledge (^ ibofi languages, ffill 
neceflary. 

Again, though it were not neceflary to read 
the Old Tijiamifit in thtcr/pnal, yet the Gnei 
Vfrjiott of it muft be read, and that carefolly { 
it being oftentimes the beft, if not the only help, 
< to explain the language of the iV>to^ befides 
, that all citations in the New, are generally 
made from it. But now, how lahoriem a thitig 
muft it be, to ftudy an ill veriion of a very 
hard bpok, which we cannot read in the ori- 
ginal ? I call it an ill verjion ; for though it be 
indeed a very good one, confidering the time ^ 
it was writ in $ ^yet as a ¥er*fiop, tt.iouil be al- 
lowed by tkofe who Caa judge of it, to he (ar 
' from bdmg exa& or true* A man need only 
^ <!onfulc it on (bme hard plaots in the. PinUi* 
"-iieAcb, as w\ell as In the Poetick or Frophetick 
' ^'l>oois, tobeconvioced of this. 'Twas certaio- 
i ' ly far from perfeft at ftrfl ; imd is made :much 
'" w^r/Jby' the corruptions it 'ha« fafitred ia 
' ^ hadding down td us : So thai I oday venture to 
1^" afl5rni,'thatfli6ui(f atiy bod^ doii^a-days make 
a vexfion fo impetfeft ; infttad 6f ^miratioa 
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,9nd eneemt his worK would be much defpifed 
b; moH of our modiera cridck& 

t might to thefe add mauy ptbtit difficulLs 
that attend a ferious ftudy of ihe Ntw Ttfia^ 
menu It reqiiircs a good knowledge of tbe 
Jtwiflf flate at the time of our Saviour's comings* 
at knowledge t>f their goverameae, iaotdriu^ fy^ 
nagogues, cuftoms, traditions, opinions, feAs;; 
Hie kinds of learning received' among them ;; 
what they borrowed*fTom the Greeks\ when tb«r 
mydical and allegprreal manner of expounding;. 
Uie Scriptures began, and* on what grounds \, 
what their particular expcAations were, in re* 
latioQ to the Meffiah ; and' what iHey taught,, 
and on what grounds,, in relation to angels,, 
daemons, pofTeilions^ oracles, miracles, l^c*. 

But 'trs in vain i you Ay^ totcU^you of ^/f^ 
Jiculttis : Youare refolved not to be deterred! 
You have time before you^ good^qpes, a ftrovgi 
confiicution, a' mind prepared* for fatigue,, a. 
peafonable degree of fkill in the languages, andv 
are furniftied with a competent knowledge ia< 
all the parts of ufeful learning that are pref^* 
ratofy to this-fludy,; fo that diffcultiei animate: 
r^iihcr thaa dilheaccen. you. And I am iu>t 
UB willing fo far to agree with ycu» that were - 
ther^ no objcAion agalnft this fludy, but the . 
4'tj^Mlt^ \ tills alone Ihould not deter one who* 

\3k 
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ii fe writ pKpared for h. Buttf yott are atHe- to 
go through fo laHrkus a Rudy, \ prefume you 
are not fond of difEculties for difficulties fake. 
Yoir cannot think, it reafonable to take (o* 
«och pains, unlefs it will turn \o. Jj.me g^Qdii 
accounu I Qiall therefoi:e in tba 

II. ftriwrf'pl^ce take leave to zfStyCiii lontfF 
What g6od can come of foch* pains ? For it 
may feem, that ^ free^fer.out^ impartial and lu^ 
hwricni ^udy of the Scnptures^ Mrili be of ao' 
great iisi^ice i.forihe following reafbns.. 

^/?, Bfcanfe Mis plains the orthodox faith \%i 
aot founded on a nice and critical knowledge: 
of the Scriptures. Many of the antient chri{^ 
tsans, 'twill be allowed, .were not great critics^ 
but argued very much in a^myftical way, Or/- 
gen in particular, whowas the greateft /chorar 
ChriAtanity had bred' to that time, pcrpctuaHy 
torns the letter of Scripture into allbgory. 
From whence we may reafonably conclude, 
that the knowledge of the bare litiral fenfe, 
was, in the judgment of many even in thofc* 
times, thought to he of little ufe.. 

But 2^/;', 'Tis certain that the original /S*i- 
guagi of the Old Teftament was known to very 
few, for the firft ftx ccnttrries^ in which thofe 
litttralcoumls wer« held, wherein all the ir- 

tidcs 



tlclos (^'thc oPih^xfiuth ^Kac/tnl^i TJwy 
' governed ibttifelves aod detenxuncd ^If 
^ their controverted points by the Gngi yerfioD ; ; 
and thofe who knew Hebrew bcft, whether^ 
they took to the myfiical or literal way, had the 
tnl^rttme to be ie^ ortbedcx. So it was with 

V Origenr who knew the Scriptures fo well, that 
he bad them ail by heart. And Eufebius and 
others, who ftodied and nnderftood the literal 
fenfeof the Scriptures befl in the next ages, 
fuccceded little better. So that this ftn^y 
feems to have been of little ufe, to the ejiaUtfl> 
mmt of the orthodox faith. Now if an exaft 
and critical knowledge of tl^e Scriptures^ was 
not neceffary to the fettling oi the faith; it 
cannot be neceflary to the underjiandu.g of it, 

. ^ or to the under Aanding tbofe who have writ befl 

in the explication and defence of it. On the 

..contr^ryi^foch a knowledge. tends to lejfen our 

.. efteem for, tht fathers of the church, by dif- 
CQveriDg^ their millakes ; and may weaken our 

\jr^ard to the decifious of r^a»«Vj by expofing 

:, the/al/enrfseftbegroufid they fcem to be built 
on. A man well fkilled in the literal fenfe of 
^Ifte^Scriptures, willofcga fiod in ihe/athere and 

v^Pitn^lsrt^nt^Qi. 8isrip|tprc;u|-g9d very ^Infuffi^ 
iiif^tfy; andigr^t ?ftr^fs laid uppn-pMJ^s, 

- jWl^oh :9thea^^vhkB^j.Wfim^^%'^rwe n^ingy 

T. . 'or 



\ dr'perhaps make again/f^xli^. Whldi ftfg- 

■ gefts to ttic z tiird raSckiy i9hi it niay fcem 

that facha uudy can do tio good. And that 

2^y Bcdaufe the ortbuUx faith docs not de- 
pend upon the Scripfuns confidcfed abiblntely 
in tbtrnfthiSf but as ixplained by Catholic tradi" 
, thn. The faith was preferv^d in creeds^ and 
banded down from one orthodox bifliop to 
, another, whofe bufinefs it *was to keep this 
. lacrcd depoiitum pure and undeHled/and to 
e deliver it to his fucceflbr entire as he received 
it. It was by this tradition the main articles of 
faith were preferved in the church ; and not 
from any particular Jludy of the Stripturesm 
The ground therefore of thefe articles niuft 
carefully be diningui(hed| from the Scripttkres 
. that have been brought in proofed them. 
Thefe proofs may be weak and inconclafive ; 
but the truth ftands independent of them. 
' 'Tis U^e faith they had raeivid; and if at any 
time they argue tveaily for it from the Sirip- 
tures^ 'tis an argument indeed ^gaiftft their 
learnings but none againft their Wthold^xy. > 

Thi$ therefore may feeni another good ar- 
gument to prove, thkt an ixaa and cartful 
'Jluiy of fbi^Scfiptm^iSi \f not a fife xmdrpr^t-- 
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abliftudy^ *Tis a mach fafcr^ as well as more 
compendious way to make a maa eribodixf Oy 
fludj the tradition of the^ chunk. 

But yoa will fay, that to fend you from' 
Scripture xo tradition /is to turii you out of pa* 
radife, the garden of God, into a vaft confufecB 
bewildered wood ;. and that this is fo far from 
mending the matter, that 'tis ten times more la^ 
horious than, the ftudy I would diflwade yoU* 
from. And fo, I conftfs it is ; if all the ecclc- 
fiaftical writers were to be carefully read*, ia' 
order to know the Cotfjciic tradition^ But 
tha't is not my meaning. The fnhjiance of 
Catholic tradition^ lies in much lefs compafe.. 
The eJlMijhed c^juuby you will allow, is ortio* 
dox in all neceflary points.. If therefore you* 
know the fenfe of xhQ^.eJiabUpjed church, you? 
have in epitome the church Catholic ^ and' 
therefore you need only fludy her opinions tc 
make you orthodox. And this, the moft illite- 
rate man may find in- the liturgy and articles^. 
This, I trull you will allow, is z%JHort a way,, 
as could be wiihed, of knowing all that i^ 
neceflary to be known* A very little time will' 
fcrve a man to read, in his mother-tongue,- 
things which all together will not fill a mode- 
rate volume ; and he will be orthodox enough, 
and.havea.gceat deal o£ time to fparc for oth^r 

fludies^ 
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Audlesj that will turn to more aMunt. . Beildes 
that Yis of great advantage to go in a- way tb^t 
Isy^ as well z.%Jhort\ and will lead you ioeo 
the knowledge of all ufeful trath&y without the 
hazard of falling into any dangerous opinicuu 

Ji^hly^ But if you will infift that Vis Scripturr^ 
jind hot tradithfti that the faith is foanded 
on ; tlaere is one tbiog further I miift put yM 
in mind ofy W'hich may feem to prove, that a 
fropund and hlmtom Jiudfcf the Scriptures wHl 
not make you at ait more mhedox. 'Tis a 
fundamental principle among protefknrs, tint 
whatever is necejfary to be believed, \% plainly and 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures ; and confe- 
qucnilf what is not plainly and clearly reveal d 
in them^ cannot be necejfary. Now if what fe 
plain and clear in Scripture, i« the only part 
that is necejfary to be known \ then a laborious 
fearch into the obfcurer parts, may feem »»w- 
cejfary to the obtaining a true orthodox faith. 
But you will fay perhaps, that, notwithftamt- 
ing this declaration of proteftants, it may and 
has been urged agaiofl: them by their adirerfa« 
lies, that they d') believe and maintain as necef^ 
Jary^ articles that cannot be proved by plain and 
clar paflages of Scripture. This# I confefs, has* 
been urged, and may poflibly be true of all par* 
lies -of them, except the ejlubljhed chunh^ But 
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If it be, it proves only that they are not true tc^ 
their principle ; not that the principle is not 19 
itfelf true and good. And he furely mnft be 
allowed to be the beft proteftant, who adheres^ 
beft 10 the principle on which the refornatioi^ 
was founded. 

Stbfy^ Once more : Snppofing the ftndy of 
the Scriptures as neceiary as yoo pkafe;. iH^ 
the hjl place I %) aiid^ i am fine the world 
will fay it with me, that they have beeoyi§^^ 
ct^mfyJbuUid akemlfl^Viwi if any pacts eeoiaiii^ 
ftill obfcore, wb^ can hope to clear up paflagea^ 
that have puzzled fe maay great men I or wiif^ 
prefamc in difputable pomts to fet up his /ri- 
' vau jtidgmenif againft them that . w^e laen of 
more learning, of abler parts» of greater ap* 
plication} and better acqu^^inl^d with the ira^ 
ditims of the ch^rcb^ than any one villi now be 
allowed to be f And (which rs the bed guide in 
knowledge of religion) they were moreover 
men of mod eacemplary piety, devotion, and 
humility ; virtues, of which very littjte footfteps 
are to be found in the learned men of our 
times. 

Mud not now a man have a ftrong bent of 
mind indeed, who. cannot by- all thefe reafons 
be dilTuaded from giving hlmfelf up, to 9ijludy^ 
that may by many be thought as uftprofitabU as 

•iff 
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'tis kUfidtts f but will go on, in defiance of all 
that has been faid to convince btm that he 
waftea himfelf in vaui, and that there will be 
9$ fruits of all his labour, bat to know he 
knows nsihing ^ I call that mtbing^ which will 
torn to no account. 

Bnt to (hew yon I am difpofed t6 make all 
poffible conceiBons^ I will grant that even this 
tbje&ioa might be got over, were this the 
worft of !t : Bnt I have one argument ftill m 
referve^ that I am perfuaded will be dccilivd. 
My 

lit. mri argument then is this % That a 
fatnful^ cxaff, impartial ^udy of the Scriptures^ 
win by fome be thought libt only to do nogood^ 
bat alfo a gnat deal of hurt ^ both to the pubSc 
sjiitoyosirjilf 

ijiy It will do hurt to the public. ^^'Jt ^l 
difturb the peace of the churchy and that cannot 
but have a malignant influence on the ftate. 

*Tis certain that difputes in xYie^churcb^ dif- 
turb the peace of It. And 'tis a", certain tbcfe 
difputes have been geoerally raifed by men 
pretending to a faperiour knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and to difcoverics that have efcaped 
others. 'The Scriptures have always been 
made this ufe of by the heretics of old : And 'tis 

the 
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the chara£ler of tJi« gr^at heretics of tbb zni 

theUftagej who ha?ve fet np for z free a^ 

impariiot fiareh into the riieralfenfe of the Scrips 

f«r^, above the reff of the chriftian world. 

But With what fuccefs ? They have purchafed 

thetr pretended knowledge of the Scriptures at 

the expence of their reputattorty and their ftudy 

has deftroyed their orthodoxy. And were nqt, 

tbeur. books and opinions carefully fupprei^, 

apd their perfoos rendered odious to the peo* 

pie; who knows what dijiurbances they might 

have created to the church ? On the other 

hand, the peace the church has enjoyed for 

many ycai s among its own members, fcems to be 

owing to no one thing more, than to a general 

nigle£i of this ftudy ; and the dangers that at 

prefcnt threaten 'its tranquillity, come wholly 

from men, who h^ve endeavoured to revive a 

Audy, that has fo often proved pernicious to 

its peace. 

Nor can it well be otherwife. - For whal^ 
fecurityhas a man that fets out in this way; 
that attempts xojludy the Scriptures in a free 
and impartial manner, laying afide all prepof-- 
feffions and previous notions, rcfolving to fee 
with his own eyes, and judge for h'mfelf, and 
to believe nothing that he is not upon his own 
feaich convinced is clearly contained in them j 
what fccurity has fuch a a\aa„ that he fhall not 

fan 
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fill into fome opinions that have been alreadf 
mdemned as erroneous and heretical, or which 
may interfere with thofe that are commdnljr 
received ? Which, if they do not immediateljr 
ftrike at any fundamental point, yet will be 
thought to do fo s a^d may hav< a tendency to 
pot fcmples into weak minde, and to diAorb 
itifife^ciMftbe church^h^ railing doubts about 
tbemeaniog or truth of fbme articles, or bjr 
a/TertiDg that an explicit belief of .them is nee 
neceflary ? 'Tis fo natural for curious and in* " 
quiiitive minds to deviate from the common 
road, and the examples are fo many, that 'tis 
t&i^'hni you do fo too, unlefs you had more 
fead in ^our conftitution, or a more reiigned 
nnderftanding, than any curious man ever had 
yet : Otherwife you cannot be ftrre, that you 
Ihall not ftudy yourfelf into doubts at leait, if 
not into oppofite opinions concerning fome re* 
etivtd^o\\ou%. You will doubt perhaps of the 
Hifborhy or author of (otne canonical book, and 
think perhaps that fome paflages are inierpo^ 
ktid^ or that fome celebrated texts are njt ge^ 
nuine^ or fhould be otherwife rtad^ or have not 
been f^gbtiy underjload^ or do not praxe thepnnt 
they ari eommordy brought for* You may faQ 
into notions that will be thought tending to 
Aridnifm Or the like. You may rejeft orgu-^ 
mints brought from the Old Tejlamtnti to prove 

the 
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the Trinity; as trifling> and proving nothing bat 
the Ignorance of tfade that make nfe of them* 
Yoo wmf tbfftk a^fv^i$/£r has a Httral mean- 
ing, whehe eomnionly the m^icai is thoi^ht 
theonly one. Yoo may think that many texts 
in ti^NnoTtfiameftti which are ftrong agatnft 
the5a(iW««i, do not prove agaiaft the Jrim 
notion. That the title of fin ffGod^ hat not 
always <hm uniform meaning in the goTpd ; 
and that that fingle exprcfiion, of itfelf, is no 
proof of any thing in God anakgons to gsmrs* 
tm In men. That tht identical confiihJfantiaB'* 
fjf of the yi«, the eternal procifften of the fpirit^ 
fupd xomy other notions relating to the iriniiy^ 
tho* they may be true in tbemfelves, are not fo 
in virtue of the texts alledged for them. Theiie 
notions, karned men have fallen into ; and froan 
thence 'tis to be prefomed^ you 'will not eafily 
keep clear of thein* I chafe to infiance chitfly 
m matters relating to the Trimty^ becseie 'tis 
the controverfie now on foot* : But thefik^ 
may be faid on many other articles ; in^each^f 
ivhich the truth is but one, but the errors iitfi* 
nite : And there is hardly any notion with T^- 
fpeA io any of them, which fome learned nwuit 
by following his own private judgment^ Inftead 
pf taking thcdo^rine of the church for his guide, 
has not fallen into. 

- * Sec a late book, intitled. The true daSrive 9/ the 

New Teftament c^acemi^g Jifis Chrift : printed 

^767: wherein ^c Trinity is d^moKihcd for ever. 

^ Now 



. ifow £ yoo flioold ftttdf yrar felf ioto ao|! 
«iii^ opimonsy or kito M ones thi|t have be^n 
CMdaoiQed) what >vilt yoa do ? Will you keep 
them toyoQrfdf^orpitblilhthetn? OrfluUI 
father fay, *ti$ no qneftibn i The atith(M:8 of 
flew fiddoas are apt' to be very fotid of ibem ; 
they thmk it barbarous and crpe], to flifle the 
jnfant !a its birth. There is a fecret pleafure 
Id flngnlarity. To differ from the vulgar, is 
ifk appestrance to be abike them ; and to be 
£flingut/he J from the herd^ is too great a temp* 
-tatioii to be eafily refifted. But had you pru- 
-deoce enough to govern your ambition^ con^ 
fdtnci inay come in here, and make you do 
ivbat ambition CQuld not. The truths you 
ihink yoi| have difqoyeredi either are, or will 
i)e thought by yoa of too much imppriana to 
the honour of God and the good of religion^ to 
be concealed. You will look on them as the 
Hiffpigf 6f God on your ftudies $ and think it a 
capital cringe to extinguiih the light, and fop- 
yrefe the knowledge he has imparted to yoo. 
la tbmu you will think yourfelf under the 
higififi Mgation opt to diflemble in rel^ions 
iliatters, and conceal from the church of God, 
opinions which you are convinced are npt only 
Irne but of great fervice to it. Let ine thea 
cooclodi^ that the «a9el^r€fvi(?^dopini!PQ9 

which 
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which *youry?^rfy leads you into, will be pub- 
lished' to the world. What now will be the 
cbafequence ? Certain mifchief, but no certain 
good at all. No good, I fay; for pofllbly your 
notions may be wroiig, or not of confequence; 
and, whether they are or not, the pnfumptiom 
agaioftjou will befoftrong, that your notions 
will not be received^ and perhaps not examined :^ 
They will be cmdtnmed as norel notions, or as 
exploded ones. And, whatever you advance, 
'twill be thought a certain proof of its being of 
no confequeoce, that in fo many ages it Kas 
never been reaived. There is no room tber^- 
foretoexpeiEt, that what you advance^ /hould 
be received^ or do iny good. But the mlfchuf 
h fure and certain. It will raife fcrufJes in 
weak and unftable minds, fap the foundations 
of the orthodox faith, and give a handle to 
fceptical meil i who, becaufc fome things are 
caflled in doufbt, (though incidental matters 
only and of fitile confequence) will think they 
have a right from thence to queftion evety 
thiflg. Thus the church and eftabltfiyed fa:th 
will fuflci* by the fcruples put into lis friends^ 
and the haftdlg given to its enemies. And when 
religtoits difputes are begun, dejigning Pifh 
know how to intermix affairs of ftate w5th 
them; and then no body knows where they 
will end, or what'mifcbiefs they may do. 

Where- 
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Wfacreaa if you can be cootent la go on ki the 
b€aun road's i( you will implUitfy .fubmtt to ibe 
rtuivtd notions \ and humbly think the judge- 
ment of thi churchy where 'tis not the faiae, bet- 
ter tbao your own \ you will be out of harnCt 
way, and neither hurt the church not your/elf^ 

2. I add, y^urfilfi as another motire, that 
ought to have great weight with you in this 
queftion. For you cannot difturb the peace of 
i)e churchy without being greatly a fuiTerer your^^ 
felf If you really do not difturh itspeace^ 'tis all 
one, you will be interpreted to do it ; and that 
will bring on you more evils, than l would wiih 
to my greatefl enemy. In a word, you will be 
thought a heretic ; a term, which there is a firange 
magic iB» though it has no determinate meaning 
in the mouth of the people, nor any /// meaning 
in itfelf. 'Tis fnppofed to include in it every 
thing that is bad ; it makes every thing appear 
odious and deformed ^ it dilTolves all friendfliips, 
extinguifhes all former kindfentimcnts, however 
juft and well deferved : And from the time a 
man is deemed a heretic^ 'tis charity to aQ a- 
gainft all rules of charity ; and the more they 
violate th^ laws of God in dealing with him, 
»tis, in their opinion> doing God the greater 
fervicc. 

VOL. IV. B That 
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That yoa may not think thi$ is faid at ra&- 
dom, purely to frighten you into a compliance 
Muth me ; let me defire you to confider fertonfly 
the natural confequences of being under the 
imputation oiberefy. And the firft I would ob- 
ferve, is, that from the moment your people 
have this opinion of you, you are incapacitated 
from working much good upon them s and that, 
I'm fare, fo good a man as you are, muft think, 
to be a great evil. While they think you ^r- 
ihadex^ your virtuous and inofTenfive behaviour, 
your ftii£t fobriety and temperance, your affable 
and familiar manner of converiing with them, 
jo^t generous and charitable regard to thofe 
who are fick or in diflrefs ; thefe good qualities^ 
joined to your plain and eafy, but affedionate 
^nd moving manner of inftruf^ing them, have a 
mighty influence, and you may lead them as yoa 
pleafe: They admire and endeavour to imitate 
yoor good example : Your virtuous conduA is 
a coafiant, though tacit, reproof when they do 
amifs : The very fight of you, is. rf. Icfturc of 
virtue to them \ and the influence you have .al- 
ready had in the little time you have been a* 
mopg them, is too vifible to be denied^ But 
from the time you are called heretic^ much of 
the good you could have done, is at an end. 
Thofe who before had a fecret veneration of 
you, think it their duty to difami and injure 
you : your virtue, they call hypocrify ; your 

humility^ 
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hu flftliUy, fpiritual pride. Th^y look on you as 
an abandoQed wretch ; that God had withdrawn 
his grace, and that the devil is at the bottom of 
all you have been doing : That nothing can bec« 
ter teftify their orthoAxy^ than to throw off alt 
regard both to your doftrineand example ; anc] 
for fear they ftiould feem to be infeScd with 
yonr crrws, they will return to the vices you 
had perfuaded thetn to leave ; and for the fu- 
ture, wilt take effeAual care not to be the better 
for you. 

No body can do much good, whom the peo* 
pie do not think a good man ; and that caoaof 
be expected, when fo much reproach and infamy 
will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, if you 
do not conimvL^ crtbodox. And this you cdnnot 
doubt, if you will but f efle<£l on what pafiet 
under your own eyes. And therefore 'tis in 
vain to fancy your f;/V/«^ will protefl yo«. Noj 
the mod confpicueus virtue will not be believed^ 
U yoa are guilty of no open vices, C^cret ones 
will be imiputed to ybu 4 your enquiries will be 
called itfi«i curuus ^nd forbidden fludles. Pride 
and ambtlion will be faid to be the fecret fprings 
of them. A fearch afte}- truths will be called 
a hwetf neroihy. The doubting of a fingle text, 
will \>tfiepticifm\ the denial of an argument, a 
nmuncing of the faith. To fay what the Scrip* 
tures have faid, and in the very fame words too, 
B 2 if 
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if not explained in the common way, will be 
blafpbcmy ; and the moft fincere concern for the 
honour of almighty God, you cannot be fure 
will not be interpreted down-right atheifm. 
Every thing you fay or do, will have a wrong 
turn given it. A flip of memory, ihall be made 
wilful prevarications a mi (lake in a citation, 
fliall be forgery and corruption ; an error in aa 
incidental point of learning, (hall be a good 
proof, that you know nothing. Every unaccurate 
expre(fi6n, (hall be preflTed into a crinaej any 
little warmth of temper, (hall be aggravated 
into pride and po(itivenefs, into a contempt of 
authority, and ill manners. In (hort, all the 
indifcrctions of a man's former life (hall be ript 
up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remem- 
bered, or ftrained to his difadvantage. And 
wher^ 16 the man that can be fond of fuch ufage ? 
For my part, I am free to declare, I am afraid I 
Aould not have virtue or courage enough, to 
undergo fuch a fiery trial. 

. Now all this a man will draw upcQ himfelf, 
that brings himfelf under the imputation of 
htrefy* Whereas the ' ^r/Atf A* man lives quiet 
and at eate, unmoleded and uhenvied. His 
faults (and who has not fome I) (hall be exte- 
nuated or excufed, if not quite buried in obli- 
yion ; his want of temper, (hall be a commend- 
able zeal \ his indiCcretioD, good nature ; - his 

miftakesy 
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niftakes, <hall be imputed to haftc or ia-^ 
adverteocj^ and, when ^hey cannot, be dc- ' 
fended, it will be argued in bis favour, tbat the 
greateft men fometimes err, and the writers of 
the iSrft rank are not always in the right i or 
perhaps a miftake ihall turn to his advantage ; 
it will be fliown to be an error on the right fide, . 
and that a good caufe drew him into it. His 
learning on the other, hand {ball be magmfiei 
beyond meafure} ev^ry body will be. full of his 
good qualities, and his virtues (hall be fet ia 
the bell light to fliow theoifelves and cover his 
faults. In a word, orthodoxy atones for all vices ^ 
and herefy extinguiflies all virtues. That this is 
nothing but the bare truth, I appeal to what 
you every day hear and fee yourfelf. 

There are, yo\;i koow* two cUrgyrmn * of the 
town, who have ftudied themfelves .into htnff^ 
or at leaft into a fufpicion of it : Both of them, 
aaen of fair unhlimijhed chara^^s. Oni h^ 
all his life been cukivating piety and. vit t»e 
and good learning. Rigklly conftaat himfelf 
]p the public aod private duties of religion ; and 
always , promoting in 6tbef5^ virtue and fuck 
learning as he thought would conduce moft t<> 
the honour of God, by manifefling the great- 
nefe and wifdom of his works. He has give(» 
the world fofScient proofs that he has not mif> 
pent his. time, by v^ry nfeful works ofphilc/h^fy 
f Mr. ffJi>fJf(fn and Dr. dark. - 

B 3 aftd 
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ao4 mflibmatUis* He bais applied «»^ to the 
f^ylicaiioa of the aibtrf and codeavoored by 
i«/i& toidiiplaf the giory.of the Great Creator. 
Ao|l to his Afidy of nature, he early jotoed th« 
Audy pf the Stripturis ; and his attempts, what* 
ever the fuccefs be, were at leaft well ineant : 
and, coofideriDg the difficnlty of thefubjefts he 
has engaged in, it muft be allowed that in the 
ipam they are W4U aimed. And if he has not 
focceeded, no more have others who have med*- 
led with the fame fabje^. Nor is he more to 
be blamed, than they. To be hlamti^ did I 
fay I I (hottld have faid, not lefs to be comnund* 
id. For fare 'tis a cdmmendabU deflgo, to ex^* 
plain Scripture- difficulties and to remove the 
objeAions of profane men, by (hewing there ia 
•otfaifig in the facred writings, but what is true 
and rational. 

IPut wha( does a life thoa fpent avail ? Tc^ 
>i^bat * purpoie fo many watchful nights, and 
weary days ? So much piety and devotion i So 
much mortification and felfrdenial i Such a 
aeal to do good, and to be ufeful to the world > 
So many nobl^ fpecimens of a great genius, and 
of a fine imagination ? 'Tis the poor man's mif- 
fortune (for poor he is, and like to be» not having 
the lead preferment) to have a warm head, and 
CO be very zealous in what he thinks the caufe 

of 



of God. He thinks prudeoce the worldly wif- 
dom eoodemned by Chrift and his apofUes ; and 
that 'tis grofs prevarication and bypocrify, to 
coficeal the difcover ies he conceives he lias made. 
TMs heat of temper betrays him into feme ia- 
difcreet expreffions and hafty alTertions. De- 
figning to .hbrt no body, he fancies no body 
dcfigns to hart himi ai^d is fimple etiaugh to 
expeft the fame favourable allowances will be 
made to kim^ that he fees made to thofe who 
Wiite againft him. As to his iearniDg, 'tis his 
nisfortane that he is not (killed enough in the 
learned languages, to be a greit critick in them; 
and yet feems not*to be fenfible of his de6cien* 
cy in this refpeA. And what advantage is taken 
of this, that he has not iefsheat^nd more triticlfm! 
His learning is treated in that manner, that you 
would think he did not know the firfl elements 
of Greek 'i though even in that, he is much 
fuperiour to moft of thofe who make fo free with 
him : And you every day hear his performances 
run down as whimfies and chimeras, by men 
who never read them, and, if they did, could 
cot under/land them. Nor does his warmth of 
temper come off better : 'tis all over oljilnacyi 
pride and heretical pravity ; a want oimodejiy and 
due deference to juft authority. They that 
fpeak mofl favourably, look upon him as craz^d^ 
and little better than a madman^ This is the 
B 4 poor 
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poor man's charaAef % and, l(nv as he is, they 
CMmot be coQtent to leave him quiet in his po^ 
▼erty* Whereas, had he not been early pofleft 
with a paffionate love for^the Scriptun and ^^- 
tfiph ; had he not tbooght it his diity above 
all things to promote the gbry of God^ and been 
perfuaded that could no way be £> well done as 
by tbeftody of his wordzxii works i 'tis more 
than probable he had at this lime been orthodox* 
And then, ififtead of bis prefent treatment, his 
faults would have been overlooked ; the leai^n- 
ing he excells in, wouki have been extolled, and 
no defed^ would have been found in other parts 
of it. He would have been cried up as an or- 
nament of the age, and no preferment would 
have been denied or envied him. 

This you know to be the cafe with one of the 
mw biretics. The other* is fo prudent inhif 
cooduA, that he comes under but a fufpicion o£ 
favouring the iame notions. How ngw is if 
treated i prudence in bim is as great a crime %8 
the want of it in the other; The imprudent man* 
is treated as a madman^, and a rank jirian : The 
prudent tynCy is Ufs a heretic, but more dangerous: 
Sobrius accejftt ad evertendam ecclejiam\ and there- 
fore the greater alarm muA be raifed agalnft hijtu 
And what has he done ? Why, he has with. a 
great dear of pains brought together in the beft 

♦ Dr. Samuel Car ke* 

manner 
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maimer he could, all the paflages in the Nevr 
Teftaaicnt relating to the doarine of the'Tri* 
nity. And fo far, his work is what thofc whey 
differ from him, Jiould be plcafed with j fince 
he has brought the materials together, to cnabfe 
men to form a right judgment of the queftion irr 
difputej and has put into their hands, if he be 
ra the wrong, the beft weapons againft himfelf. 
But he has interpreted feme texts^ in a manner 
that is not Tiked : 'tis true, he has fo ; but not 
once, that I remember^ has he given an inter* 
pretatioD that is pureTy of^ bis own Bead'. Ife 
brings great v^ucB^rs, and^ if he errs^ it is always 
in goad company. This is his offence : He has 
maintained with many others, particularly wicb 
the fate dean of St. Pauts^ * In oppofition to Sa^ 
bilUanifm^ that the three perfons in the Trinity are* 
fbref realdijlin^ Beings: and the belief of thrc^ 
really diffin£i Beings perfeSily equals he main* 
tains with Dr. South to be TritheJfm : And, tlwt 
there muji therefore be a fahordination. No>^ 
whether this no^tion be right, or not ; IS he can^ 
not efcape /// treatment^ gfve me leave to fay^ 
that if your ftudy ffiould lead you into aayopit^ 
nions contrary to what is generally received, 
you can- with no reafon expeft better quarter^ 
He is a man who has all the good qualities thae 
caa meet together, to recommend him. He is 
poilcil of all the pacts of Uarnmg that acse v^Ia-* 

• Dr.. SherlocK 
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9|ble inaclergymaQ, ia a degree that few po^dTs 
s^uyjingh cm. He has joined to a good flcill ia 
the thru U^rttfd languages j a gi eat compafi of the 
Jbefl: philofopbf and mathematicks ; as appears by 
bis L^/a works: And bis EngUJhotss are fuch 
a proof of bis o\9n pieiy^ and of his knowiedge in 
dhiwtyj and have done fo muchytmr/ /p r//i- 
^j>7r, as would make any other mani that was 
bot nndcf the fafpicion of herefy^ fecurc of 
the friendfliip and edeem of all good church*^ 
men, efpecially of the clergy. And to all the 
fiety and learnings and the good ufe that has 
been made of it j is added a temper happy be- 
yond expreffion : A fwcct, cafy, modeft, inof- 
Fen five, obliging behaviour, adorn all his ac- 
tions ; and no pafSon, vanity, infolence, or oC' 
tentation^ appear either in what he writes or 
iays : And yet thefe faults are often incident ta 
f he beft men, in the freedoms of converfation, 
and in writing a^ainft impertinent and unrea- 
ibnableadverfaries, efpecially fuch as ftrike at 
the foundation of virtue and religion^ This is 
x\iQ learnings this the temper of the man, whofc 
J^udy fif the Seriptures has betrayed him into tSi 
fujp'don.oi (om^ heretical opinions ; andbecaufc 
it has, he muft be ilachned znd defamed ; he muft 
be worried out of the great and clear reputa* 
Hon he is poflefTed of: and he that has fo many 
fliioing qualities, muft be infuhed by every w:rtlH 
4 ¥f 
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lifi wntcb, as if he had as little learning and 
virtue as the loweft of thofe who are againft him,. 
What protedlioa now can you prdmife yourfelf 
from your virtue, when a man of/ucb a charac- 
ter cannot be fafe in his good name ? Whatever 
therefore you do, be orthodox: Orthodoxy will 
cover a muhittide offtns^ but a cloud of virtues can- 
Bot cover the want of tiie minuteft panicle of 
orihodoxy. 

*Tis cxpefled, no matter how unreafonably, 
that a man (hould always adhere to the party he 
has once taken. *Tis the opinion of the world, 
that he is all his life bound by the fubfcrjptions 
he made in his firft years ; as if a man were a» 
wife at twenty-four, and knew as much oi the 
Seripture and antiquity and could judge as well 
of them, as he can at fifty. And yet if a masi 
^lU be fiudylng thefe things, he cannot be furc 
he (hall continue a year together in the fami 
fintimenU : And, if he (hould hot, he muft either 
ftiflc his pcrftjafion, againft the dSAates of IM 
confdcrice ; or be expofed to the worft treat* 
AkdC, t^'be called a rtnegado^ ^ ff^lfi brother^ 7^ 
bertiicr o(* any thing that malice can fuggeft. 

But I have not yet done. This is not th« 

worft of it. This perhaps you may pretend to 

defpife, and not care what the world fays of you, 

fo- long as your confcieme cannot reproach you* 

&6 Wdlj 
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Well ; let then all concero for repuutioi^ go^ 

Can you be proof againft 9tu fartbir anfeqkttict 

of lyiDg under the imputation of hirefy ? Caa 

you bear to fee yourfelf, your wife and cbildreo, 

niioed and undone ? This, I fee, ftartles you.-* 

But you aflc ; What danger can thin he of that ? 

An Engltjhmany you fay, is out of the reach of 

pfrftcution or zn in qwjition : That fpirlt, Gotf 

be thanked, is bamAied the land; and erea 

c^nvi^ hintics are protefted from the flames. 

Very true ; the fpirit of perfecution is either 

gone, or is difarmed ; and that i look on asjpn^ 

of the^ invaluable blef&ngs of the revolptioa: 

Bot can you be fure it will not return ? And 

fuppofe it will not \ are you therefore fecui^^ 

that- an imputation of hfrejy will not end in the* 

ruin ' of yourfelf and family ? Yon , and your 

children will not be btirnt indeed ; but you maj[. 

be as eflfeftually ruined^ as if you were. Yon 

may be excommunicated -y and in virtue of that be 

thrown into jail, to rot there, while your family 

arc ftarving. And (which cannot be too well 

con/idered} when once y6u come into tbofe 

circumftances^ what is there can deliver you ? 

Your punifhment will lad and be the fame, as long 

as you continue in the fame mind. A rule of 

puniflimcnt, peculiar to the ecclefiajlich ^zxt. In 

civil cafes, the offender, if his crime be not ca» 

pital, iiiffcrs a temporary punifliment, proporr 

tioned 
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tkmci to the fault he has commUted ; and v^h'eti 
he bas ttadergoiie that, notfaiag furtlier i^ re- 
qnired of him, except id fome cafes to find liecu-* 
rily for his good behavioar for the future. But 
io Cirfes of herifyyihtft is no regard to the degng 
of the offence, in the puoifhment idfll^d. Nob 
is there any ind of it. 'Tis not enough to hay« 
fuffered xhtfevereft punifhment, though for thc^ 
JmoBiJ otkucc; 'tis not enough to give fecuriiy 
of not offending for the future: The innocent 
offender muA declare (what/tis^ often times 1/0- 
' p9ffilli he (hould declare) that he has changed 
bis fentiments,and is become orthodox i and this^ 
though perhaps no methods of convi^ion have 
beenufed, except that of punijhmtnt be one.- 
This is the miferable Condition of a comii£f hs^ 
retit: The puni(hment which fell on him for 
ixprijjing thoughts bertticai, he mafi (oniinue tc 
endure for barely thinking*, which is a thing, not 
ia his power, but depends on the evidmoo that 
appears to h|ai : He mul): for ever (cruel jvfiiae l)» 
for ever fuBer for bis private thoughts (thougk 
they go not beyond bis own heart,) the punilb* 
ment which fome overt-ad has once drawft 
upon him. To punifli toties quoties, as often a» 
thofe overt-aAs are repeated, wiU not fatisfy 
the holy efici : Nor can a forbearance of fuch 
atts avail any thing, or a promifc of Clence for 
the fotore; which yet is all that ip fn a man's 

power. 
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power* No ; he mull recant, whether he cas 
Of not ; and generally 'tis required to be done 
in words' drawn up for him. So that,, if Tic do 
not fee reafon to change his opinion ; and will 
not fay he has changed, when he has not ; he Is 
in for life, and his punilhment can only end 
with it. 

Indeed, on every fuppofition, a man excom- . 
municated for henfjf has fad time of it. For if 
he ^oes not recant, he is (as I have faid) in pri* 
{on for life, and his family muft ftarve ; and if 
be ^ioes recant, what does he get by it : his 
liberty indeed, but what elfc ? Will people be- 
lieve he is lincere? Will they not think his 
Fecantation toofely drawn in favour of him, to 
make it a recantation in appearance only ?' Or, 
if it be in the ftrongeft words, will he not, if 
he fubmit to it, be fufpefled to equivocate f Will 
tliey not exped the reafons of his change ; will 
they not afk, (if he fays no more for the orthodox 
fide than he has faid before) why, if thefe rca-- 
fons are convincing now, he did not think them' 
fo before? Will they not conclude, that to bim'^ 
ihey arc inconclufive fiill ; unlefs he can find* 
be^er reafons than the bcft that had been be- 
fore offered him ? Which I ti)ke to be a con- 
tradi6lion. And will it not be argued from 
thence, that he U not changed? that 'tiathe 

puniibp^ 
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poDiIbmeQt only, and not his ppimcmSy he would 
leave ? So that if he conttnuei va his opinions^ he 
muft He under all the infamy and punifhinent of 
hrgfy ; and if he docs mty yet it will be fup* 
poTed he does. He is puniflied for acting 
ecc&rding to his confdtme ; and, if be would leave 
the birefy imputed to him, he will be faid to. aft 
ogaittft bis (onfciena ; and perhaps be reputed a 
^orfe man than he was before* This in all 
events : once a heretic^ and always miferabfe. 
The reputation (change, or not) is never to be 
retrieved j no preferment or employment to be 
hoped for. He will always be fufped^cd 6f 
binfyy who is once guilty ^ and his wife and 
children mvA fee him the perpetual fubjeft of 
reproach and obloquy ; and feel it too : Feel it 
In their charafter, feel it in their maintenance ; 
as if the children of a hentic were a brood of 
menders, nuifance to the common-wealth, and 
infefted the vety air they breathe in. 

Thefe misfortunes a man of the moft vnhh^ 
rmflnd Ufe may draw upon himfelf and family, if 
he WiU be mediing with fo dangerous a ftudy, 
aad cannot in cmfcience diflfemble the refult of it« 
Misfortunes, which the viliftj lewdejt^ moft /«• 
moral wretch upon earth," is in no danger of. 
The greateft tmmralities, nay, a lofig courfi' of 
thpiQy fliaU oftentimes efcape unpaniihed ; efpe- 
cially if a man be very orthodox : But if they do 

AOt 
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not, the pamthmcnt extends only to the perfincf 
the oflFendcr. It derives no infamy on himjfc If if he 
reforms, nor on his children if he do not. They 
are rather pitied for having fuch a father^ and 
every, body ts willing to be kind to them. Who 
DOW, aftei: this, can be fo fond of a (ludy, that 
may briag on him, let him be never (o innocent^ 
fiich a load of mifery and infamy, a loa'd with<^ 
out meafure and without end ? And if this will 
be the confequence of exedrnmumcaiion^ tell me 
bow much better 'tis than pirfecnfkn. 

But you will fay, tliat'tis poffible a man's 
Ikrdies may nst Itad him into any Heretical ofi* 
nion ; and if they fhould, yet 'tis not very eafy 
to convi^z hereticj or to fay fvl!)at is herefy. T5 
the fir/i I have already faid enough : As to the 
0ther^ I coofe& 'tis not very eafy io canviifz man 
ef herefy. The law fecms to be deficient hi this 
point ; but who knows how foon this defefi may 
Be fupplied by a new law? And in the mean 
lime, it may be difficult indeed to convlA a maa 
^herefy ; but perhaps it may be found not to 
be im^offible. And, if it ihould, 'tis but change 
ingthe word, and the offender may be come 
upon eaCly enough. If, through a defedl in 
the laws, be cannot be convifted of herefy^ he 
may however be convifted of writing or fpeak«> 
ing a^nfi the eftabliihed dofiirineof the churchs 

and 
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thi that will draw on him all the fame confe- 
queoces, that bere/y would do. FOr kere^ Is the 
oppofiog the doArine of the Catholic^ church ; 
but the doSriae of the eftahltjhid church, wiH 
readily hcfuppefed to be the doarine of the Ca^ 
tbolick church; and therefore to oppofe the doc- 
trineof one, is in effed to oppofe both, ^o that 
a tDAVk (hall be deemed a hirnic to all intents and 
purpoffQS, and fentenced to the fame puniftiment^ 
though in ibe fentence itfelf, for his cbmforr^ 
the word htrefy rtwj be left out. 

Boc you are wilKog t6 think tbet^^r of the 
B^giijb clergy, more moderate, and the genera^ 
Sty of them averfe to every thing that looks like 
At/piKU^fi/ popery I ni the Tuining of a gpod 
man,, merely for matters of .optDion, muft be atrf 
lowed. to. do.. I wifli you may find it fo, if evef 
there (hould be occafion. I confefs there. hH 
appeared a goodfplrity sl very humofu and cbrifr 
tian temiper m f^me late wrinog9, where perhag9 
it was ilot much expe<5ted ; but for all thai» I 
muft. beg leave to diflPer from you. If indeed vt^ 
on^ would ^ft^^ in a caufe be did nocunderr 
ftand ; if no one were allowed to underhand ^ 
caufe of Ber^/jt but who was a good judge of the 
fsnfe of Scripture and o^prsmitivi antiquity \ if np 
one were efteemed to know Scripture and anti- 
quity^ but thofc who h^d JtidudtEem welly whp 
had read them carefully with their oivneyes, and 

did 
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did not take rhefenfe of them upon truft frottr 
iDodfrn writers; if the argnmenis for bisopmioo 
were to be examined^ before his opinion were 
condemned ; if a man, before he gave his vote, 
were to lay his haod upon his heart, and declare^ 
himfelf thus qualified to judge ; that he had 
confidered the matter, and would fpeak nothing 
Imt what he thought ; out thefe fuppofitioos, T km 
Apt to think, a number of judges would not very 
cafily be found ; and, when they were, it may 
reafonably be prefomed that they would not 
be very forward to condemn. They would be 
fenfible there was room for honeft minds to be 
mined, from what they had read and obferved 
themfelves ; they would know that there is more 
to be faid on the other fide, than the generality 
at all dream of; they would be careful how 
they difcouraged learning, by difcouraging the 
enquiries of learned men. They would be very 
tmwilling a man fhould fuiTer by their fentende, 
whofe life they are fnre is innocent and vir- 
tuous, but whofe opinions they cannot be fo fure 
■are falfe or dangerous. They know difcou- 
ragements in learning and virtue to be of fuch ill 
confequence, that a man*s opinions muft be very 
bad indeed) to make it neceflary to come to 
fuch extremities. But give me leav^ to fay« 
you have no reafon tQ expe^ fuch judges^ or 
(uch a backwardnefs to judge, ^is always- 
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fifptfii^ thtl thedodrioeof the diurckyooaft 
6f» is t\fJM\ that it is dM dofirtfle of Scriptiive 
«d a|itiqtiky« . Aodlbit,^ every body tbiote lie 
BQderftfUids* So f kiC Ihtle learning or reading 
1$ oeceflary, tq mako any clergyman a judge over 
the learnedeft man alive. 

Another thmg I take leave to tetl you. Is that 
snoft men think they can do c^nfcientioyjly^ what* 
ever they can do legally. Men of refined andex^ 
mktd imderfiandings^ ^hoh^-vt ^ large compal& 
of thought, and have lookt into the principles 
of things, know that written laws are but de- 
iittQioaa of the law ef nature^ which is prior to 
tXL human infikuttMs : Hiat thefefom^times de^ 
iviite &0B1 riiae unwrittgn law ; ai|d, when they 
do, are of no real intrinfic anthority. They 
know that a thiog Is tkotjtfft and reafonaUe be^ 
canfe it is enaGed \ but, in good govemmentSt 
is ioa^edy becaufe 'tis jufl and rtafonahU. They 
know that laws are fometimes obtained by far- 
prize and corruption, by party-management^ 
by craft or fuperlUtioii. They know that pens} 
laws' in matters of religpon, are feldom advife*^ 
able. Tkey would not eafily contribute to the 
making them ; and, when they are made, would 
be glad to have them generally lie dori&ant* 
They ktiow that no aatlmtty ef man can alte^ 
the natun rf things^ or jttfiify a truel or ttnjn/l 

Ceatence 
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fentjence ia the fight of God. They are fpf^^ 
ihal if to puBifh men for their opioions be not 
vity right, there is no meBitiBit it miift be vny 
wr§ng4 'Tis public robbery or muidtr to de- 
prive a m^aofhis life or goods for his religioD^; 
if it be not jufi in it/el/ to do fo, as well as l^gai^ 

Some perhaps may think in this manner ; but 
thefe wniQi be men of refined and exalted undep- 
landings J aod therefore mud be very /iW, 
The generaUty think they may do fufllyf what- 
ever they can io hgally. And k is^ no doubt^ 
for ihm^ a good rule. They cannot judge of 
the nature of thiDgs for ^it^m/^/tr^^a ^ad these- 
fore the law is the moft proper gaide and direc? 
tioq thiy. can have. As long therefore a^ ihttn 
are laws to puoidi the aflerters of biniicel cpi-^ 
ni<Ms, or fuch ^oppeft, the efiakli/hed- do^inet\ 
you may depend on it, they will not be fof- 
fered to lie. dormant. There will ne^r be- 
wanting great Qumbers, who will call aloud- td 
have them piatjci exeqition $ and .they wii( 
think their zeal h^ this matter, the bsji fervk^ 
they can do the church. 

This is human «a/tfr/ .* thu» it has been in all 
0me$. And no experience of themifcfaief done 
ta chriftiaaity by a forwardnefs to pronounce 
A0athei3aa*& oa thcKfe who difleced front the rir 

cnvei 
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^ftW opinions, will make us wifer. It may, I. 
doubt not, be demmjlraud with the greateft 
evidence, that^// chrijiian. churches have fuffcrcd 
more by their zeal (or orthodoxy^ and by the vio- 
lent methods taken to promote it j tbaa from 
the utmoft efforts of their greateft enemies. But, 
for all that/ the world will ftill think the fame 
methods ncceffary. The fame zeal will prompt 
to the {zme perfecuticns or prtfecutionsy (call them 
which you will) without confidering that the 
fame means mod neceflarily produce, at loog- 
run, the fame fatal confequences. 

Let me therefore entreat you, not to faticy the 
vorld is altered in this point. Do not think 
yaur opinions cannot ruin you, becaufe 'tis net 
uafmable they fliould. Do not flatter yourfelf, 
(flat temper^ frudena and moderation^ can in reli- 
^ODs controverfies get the better of indifcreet 
^aly Ugoiry and fuperftitiou. In Oxort ; be not 
hftfty in efpoufiog of opinions, which can have 
qo other cfEa&f but to lay the be/i men at the 
mercy of iht^worft. Every mean perfon^vrho has 
nothing to recommend him but his orthodoxy^ 
and owes that perhaps wholly to his ignorance ^ 
will thiok he has a right to trample on you with 
contempt; to,afper(e your cbara6)er with viru- 
lent reflections ; to run down your writings as 
mean wd pitiful performances, .and give hard 
names to opinions he does not underftandy which 

you 
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you muft bear) without the lead hopes of being 
heard a word la yoar defence. ^ 

Let me obferve one thing more ; that 'tis the 
misfortane of a clergyman^ that he is confined to 
one frcfejjion. Other men, if they cannot U?c ia 
me way, are at liberty to try anotlnr : But a maa 
who has once the indelihU charaAer^ maft life 
by the one profeffion he has made choice of. If 
therefore that livelihood be taken from buD % 
'tis in vain he has learnings parts, indufiij^ and 
application. He wiQ not be allowed to take any 
^tber courfe to repair the lofs he fafTers by his 
opinions as a clergymati. His time, and for- 
tunes, and (ladies, have been fpent to make him 
nfefnl in that om profeiBpn ; and, if he had 
abilities to maintain himfelf in any §tbirj 'tis too 
late : He has made his ch(Mce, and muft abide 
by it. This then is the unhappy dilemma a 
reputed berettc is redaced to ; he will neither be 
fufTered ta keep the profeffion, nor to Isave it $ 
he (hall neither live in it^ nor out rfit. So thats 
notwithfianding his learnings part$y virtue, and 
indu/iry\ though he could make a good lawyer^ 
phyjician^ merchant^ or mechanic ; if he be not 
orthodox, all poffibslities of living comfortably, 
at leaft, and reputably, are taken from him. Go 
now, and think, if you can, that the advice I 
give you, is not the advice of a friend. 'Tis the 
advice of one who loves virtue and learning, 

who 
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ii^ho is a friend to all good men, and is in pard- 
cular greatly concerned for yoar fucce/s and 
advancement in the world. 'Tis advice fecond- 
ed by the examples of the greateft men. For 
same me any one of the men moft famed for 
karaing in this or the laft age, who have feri- 
Mfly turned thcmfclvcs to thtjiudy tftbe Scrips 
pttis. I might name to you the moft eminent 
men down from Scaliger and Cafauhon to the 
'pMfent time* CapeUus indeed^ iind the excellent 
Gr§tiusy ate exceptions ; but they met with fuch 
Mfi^e^ that one lias little encouragement from 
their examples. Bat not to go beyond our own 
country; who are the men that have excelled 
ftoft (excepting always Sir Ijaac Newton) in 
phiiofophy, aftronomy and mathematicks ? Have 
they not been clergymen f And was not th<eir Ikill 
hi thcfe fdences, the efRft of their great and 
cooAant application to them i Was not that 
ftine fpent in thefe Jluiiet^ that j^^tt think Aiould 
have been applied to ihtjiudy of the Scriptures ? 
On the other hand, take out two or three from 
fo great a body ; and where is there a clergy- 
man of a great genius, and that has made a chief 
figare in the learned wcrld, that has writ upon 
the Scriptures f at leaft with any mafteriy'Bcill 
in critkk ? 

And tvhat is it, that all this can be imputed 
to ? Did thefe learned men decline this ftudy, 

becauit 
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becaufe they wanted the abUitus proper for it } 
Surely that will not be faid c^ men of cbeir coa- 
feft learaiDg. Or was there want of indmatkn 
zadgood'fuiil to it ? No, they were mea of oir- 
tue^ aad gcod prctiftants^ -as well as fcholars and 
ciea of letters. What then i Did tbegr* who 
have taken fo mach paiDS upon •tbtr bodes, and 
with (b much foccefs, think the Scripiurei the 
only ones that nudtd mt their help J Ntitber 
can that be pret^ded. They faw the laoeed 
books, through the injury ef tinu and the igmi^' 
r^nci 9f faribis^ h^d/uffendus well as others; 
and much men by fa^g trndabfurditUerfrttMnu* 
To be plain : the om thing that turned them 
from fo noble and neceflary a ftudy, was the 
want of libertyt which, in tbisfludy 9nly^ is de- 
nied men* They found it was dangtrmis to 
examine impartially^ and {fSdk freely ; that they 
muft write tuitbcut liberty ^ or with no fafety i 
that it would be expected of them, to*" drain all 
their wit and learning to patronize and pallintg 
grofs errors^ inftead of exfofing or monding of 
them ; and to fupport the received interpretativts^ 
however abfurd, inftead of fuch as reafon and 
&tf'm/7^ convinced them were the orjy true ones* 
But this was a talk, which men of ingennbus 
mnds^ whofe integrity and love of truth was equal 
to their penetration and great abilities, could 
Bot fubmit to. Por men to have eyes and ua- 

derftaudings 
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ieffiaodBligs af tbdr owq» and yet not fee or 

.«fiderftiEUtid> but as cbey were bid^aod that by 
ineft who^coiild not fee or tinderftaod themfelvts ; 
df ifyvhiov irfolyf^ ! To make (uch a bliad ufe 
cKiMx karaing and abiHttes, \/zs^ they thought^ 

''to pervert the very eod of them-, and really to 
ififliOfiMr God, whofe fervice they were gWea 
'for. Since therefore they coold not bear the 
llioaghts of (ladying diefcriptnres on thifi terms, 
no part was kft men who cduld not be idle, but 
to twm to form other ftudy^ in which, without fear 
bf danger or oflfcnce, they raiglit freely go wbi- 
Ihcr truth and reafinXzi.. The cocfeqnence of 

"iirBich, bcfides tlie Improvetnents made in arts 
^flnd fciences, has been, that many of them have 
feparately made &ore good emendations^ and 

^lappily explained more difficulties, in xhtfmattejt 
Pagan writer ; than tbey have done, take thaoi 
all together, in two hundred years upon the 
wbole'tody of the Scriptures. 

Whiit then I would advife ydu^ is, to follow 

^Bth exattrples. Turn yourfelf to the fludy of 

\hchiathen^&riansj poetSy crators^ zvLdiphibfom 

*■ fhers. Spend Un or twehe years upon florace or 

^erenee. To illuftrate a iillet^douxj or a dfunken^ 

xerttb\ to 'Ci^pUin an obfcenejejl ; to make a hap'- 

fy ememlatwsj i)tk tL^^Shgt that a modefl maa 

' wooFd Mufbix. \ wilt do you more aedit, and be 

VOL. IV. C of 
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^f gfeater fervice to you, than the moft imfcfifi 
itaployment of your tiruc upon the ScKtpiur£s,:^ 
unlefs yotfcan rcfolve to conceal your featlaieot^ 
and fpeak always with the vulgar. You. fee 4i 
prefent example in the great Afi/Ajy: Wl^ai^ii 
reputation he has ^cguire/l by 4he jDoble i&ditioa 
lie has given us of Hcrace ? ;Ho^y are \&^ abili- 
ties coofeiTed ani ^dmired by all ? But had tbe 
fame genius, the fame fagacity and U,bpMr9 been 
applied to tbe ftudy of the Scfiftttus i to fettle 
the text in doubtfuLplaces, to mend corrupted 
oneSp explain hard ones^ fix the meaning of ob- 
Icure ones, and to trace out the Uter^U.feii^ 
where it can be done; fliould he^ I fay, have 
attempted a work of this kind; inflead of 
thanks and applaufe, *tis more than probable he 
would have been treated as a ralh man, of no 
judgment, of little learniog, dnd lefs religion ; 
and, if his works bad becA fentenced to the 
flames; a majority wouJd have been for throwing 
him in after them. 

Confider wqll therefore, how you engage 
where there is no retreat, no repentance, no 
room for pardon, if you once offend. You have 
two ways before you. One will enable you to be 
ufeful in the world, without great trouble to 
yourfelf ; it will crown your labours with fuc*» 
cefs i it will bring you reputation and efteem ; 
7 - it 
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it will put yba into a way of making a .decea; 
pfcMfion for your family, and ^ive a good ed^i- 
<kdbii tothofe two fine children God Kas bleiTi^d 
you with, and you may have many more. The 
ttbtr will itfelf fatigue you with many difficult 
ties, and expofe you to the moft fatal confe^^ 
qtiences : It will draw on yoc^an infupportable 
load of infamy, as a difturber of the cburch^^zn^ 
atr' enemy to the orthodox fahb i and in a)l pro« 
babllity end in the extreme poverty and ruin of 
yourfclf and family. Which God forbid fliould 
tirerbe the cafe of one who has no other view^ 
bnt to dedicate his Hfe to'God's fcrvice. I am* 

S / iJ, 

Tmr faithful bun^hftrvtmU 
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Tie C O N C L U S I O N; 

.A FTER all that lias been fidd m this loog 
jLlL, letter/I am perfoaded that many reader* 
ViiW ftilt think what is here advanced, a ftrange 
•paradox i or perhaps be fcandalized at it-asa 
very wicked one ; and will on no terms alioiiKt 
that clergymen Aiould lay afide what ought u>ht 
their chief Jiu<fy. And, to be ingenuoiH^ I ynU 
confefs I am entirely tfthe fmme mind* I.am,a$ 
unwilling, as they can be, to admit the coacki* 
fion, that the Jiudy of the Scriptufn ihould be 
deferted; and yet cannot deny^ but, homahdy 
fpeaking, this muft be the coafequeace from 
thefe premifes. If therefore we will not 9llo9^ 
the eonclujiony we muft (how the premiffs to b4 
pntruc;, aod that this .ftudy will not be attemi^tf 
with fo much danger. But this m^ld. laii^ 2d\ 
tempt, if we do not our parts at leaXt, th^tthe/e 
may not be the confequences. For as. long as they 
are, tht Jiudy of the 'Scriptures will cerjainlj/ cobk 
tinue to be negleSied^ as it now is > and all men 
who contribute to thefe confequences in any degree^ 
do fo far dijcouragf the ^udy of the Scrifitur^f^ 
whatever they pretend. 

In truth} there is nothing more abfurd, than 
to fay the glorious things ^e do dally of the 

Scriptures ; 
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So'iptures; and, at the fame, time, make the 
ftWy of th«m, to mea of flocere and hobtft " 
nmids, fo extremely hazardous and inconvenient 4 
If th^n vtt would not be guilty oidifcour aging « ' 
Afrdy, which we acknowledge to be- the great ' 
Aaycf the clergy, as we are chrijiians ; ff w^; 
would be true to the fundamental principles of 
tlwB nfermaUeny as proteJlantSj that the Scriptures 
^^ ih4 cnly rule of faith \ let u» ufe our bcft en- 
deavours to renmfe the great ohjiacles that lie 
agaiuft the ftudy of them i let us do what we 
ctn^ that learned men may hzvcfuH liberty to 
fkidy the Scriptures yr^/i^ and impartially ; good 
Sneouragemifit gvf^n ihem to go through the la- 
iutr eind difficulties of fuch a ftody, not flightly 
ttdfuperfidally, but with application and dili- - 
fence as the nature of the thing requires ; and 
lst9€ leave to fpeak their fenie with all manner 
itfttfeij: That their opinions may be examined 
' fmrlf ao<f wilh tempers That their names be not 
ilBJddl; loaded with calumny and flander \ that 
thek words and a£lions may be interpreted witiv 
the fftine candour^ as is ihown to thofe that differ 
fiiom thctn : That, if what they advance- be 
njf^/j it may be received \ M wrongs their errors 
nay be refuted^ as the mijiakes of learned men OQ 
o^ir fahje£ls \ if doubtful^ and the Scriptures fay 
fo little, or fpeak fo obfcurely, that nothing cao^ 
certainly be decided either way j that then rto^- 
C 3 body 
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bo4y may be obligid to take tltherfidi as ntuf-^ 
fury : That, whether their notwm be right or 
wrong, their perfons may in ail evenis be fj^c^ 
and their maintenance not afTeded by it : That 
as long as they live virtuoujly^ and wriu with all 
due modtjiy and good manmrt^ an4 advance no* 
thing that breaks in upon mwality and gdvern^ 
Tseni^ they may be treated in all refpeds as thofe 
are or ought to be, who empFoy themfeWes ii^ 
any other part of ufeful learning. 

I mufl add] let them be never fo much in the 
wrong, I can apprehend no danger from it to the 
cbunh'y or that the errors of a few men, can 
have any confiderable influence in oppo/Ition ta 
a great body of a vigilant and learned clergy, 
who will be always able and ready to defend the 
received notions, if they fi?« fc defended; and if 
iheycanyjot, it muft be alIo>xred they ought not^ 
But if fome in.onvffiiencies would arife from the 
liberty I contend for, they are nothing in umpa^ 
rifm of thofe that muft follow from the want 
of It. . . ' 

Till there Is fuch a liberty allowed to clergy, 
men; till there is fiich a fecurityfor thtir repn- 
tations, fortunes, and perfons; I fear I tntfft 
add, till fo difficult a ftudy meets with proper* 
tionable encouragemmi ; 'tis impoffiWe a^'»c<'//, 
-itripartlal and laborious of plication to it, (hould 

generally 



gtBeralty prevail: And tiiric doesV it is. as im- 
jfbffiWc the Scrtptiaei fhould be vcell'underJlooS'^ 
RxA till they ixt. ibey are a rule o^faith in rame 
<mly. For Ms not the wdrds of Scripture, but 
Xh^fenfr^ whfch is xhtruU ; and fo far as that \^ 
not under Jiood^ fo far the Serif tutgs are not our 
ru^Cy whatever we pretend ; but the pnfe that 
trieti hate put $n them ; toen fallible as ourfelve's, 
and whoSvere by no means fo vfcWfumiJhid^ as 
the learned at prefent are, with the proper helps 
to find out the true meaning o{ Scripture. And 
V^hile we take the fenfe of ih^ Scriptures In tbi^ 
manner upon content^ and^ fee not with our o\vi> 
eyes; we infenfibly relapfe into the principk\of 
popery^ and give up th€,on'y ground m which we 
caii juftify our feparation from the cjhurch .of 
JCtfiff/. 'Twas a right tojludy and judge of the 
Scriptures for themfelves^ that oxxx firji reformer % 
aflerted with fo good cfFeff ; and xhAt fuccejfors 
cao defend their adhereace to them, on no oth^r 
prmciplcr 

. If then we are c&ncerned for the fiudy of the 
Scripfnre^, further than in W9rds\ if we ia 
earneO think them the only rulf of faith; let uf 
.ii^|s,if we. thought fo : Let us heartily ^ncour 
jljgf 9^jfrff and. impartial fiudy of them \ let us 
la^ afide that malignant^ arbitrary^ p^ficuting^ 
toplfh fplriti let us put no fetters on mens un- 
derAandings, nor any other bounds to thVir 
C 4 coquiriesy 
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enqnirics, but ^h^lGodand truth have fet, Ect . 
HJ^ if we woold not give up the proie^ant prin^ 
ctpkj that the Scriptures are plain and clear in the, 
mceffary articles ; declare nothing to be necejfary^ 
but what is cUaxlj revealed in theou 

Then may we hope to fee the flady of thefe =. 
divine books fo happily cultivated by the u^ited^^ 
labours of the l^rned, v^heo under no difcon* 
ragements; that all may ia the maju agree in , 
the true meaniog of them. Places that can be 
Uflderfleod^ they will agree inuuderftanding alike^ 
f^ch at leaft as are, of cof^feqtien^e to the faith*. 
Aod for fuch as are t^o ebfcure to be cleared up. 
with any cericfiniXt thofc likcwife they will agree^ 
about, and unanimoufly confefs they are fuch 
^ no article of faith can be grounded upo^, or . 
proved f ram. NeiU to the uoderftaadiog a text : 
of Scripture, xa to koow it caa't be certainly, 
underftood. When the clear and dark pfaces of- 
Scripture are thu^^diflinguiAted, an i/«i/y inay; 
then reafonably be hoped for among protejiantt 
bl nneffary points \ and a difference of o^nionm, 
&ch as are not nectjfary^ can.have no manner of 
m confeqtience^ nor any way difiurb'tbe peace of • 
^e church; iince there will then be nothing, 
left in its doctrines, to inflame metjs paffiom^ or 
feed ihtix corrupt inter ejis J when we are all agreed 
4>out v^hat i§ (^^fl^t^/ to rdigioai and what is.- 
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irtff Bjpmtialy is looked oq as indifferent, fo dial a 
man may take one fide, or the other^ or neither. 
Of toay change, as he fees reafoo, without 
offence. 

.Upon the wtele, a fr^and imp^ttUal^udy 9/ 
the Scriptures^ tkhtt ou^ht to be encouraged, or 
xv^ught'M* There is no medium ; and therefore 
itefe who are againji oHefide^ which ever it be, 
are neceflarily efpoufers of the other. Thofe who • 
think it ougkt not to be encouraged, will, I 
hope, think it no injury to be thought to de- 
fend their opinion upon fuch reafons as have 
here been brought for it, tiir they give better. 
On the other hand, thofe who think thefe rea- 
fons inconclufive, and can't find better; will_ 
find themfelves obliged to confefs, that fuch a 
Hiidy ought to be encouraged; and confequently 
mnfl take care how they are acceffory to fueh 
pradlices, as in their natural confcquence can't 
but tend to its difcourag^ment; left they come ^ 
into the condemnation of thofe who love dprknefs . ' 
rather than lieht, and, for their punifliment, lie • 
finally adjudged to it. There is in this cafe no , 
other medium betwcerf encouraging and dif out- 
raging j but what there is between li^ht and 
darknefs. Every degree of darknefs, is a want 
©Afo much light ; and all want of light, is a 
certain degree of darknefs. To refnfe then a 
greater degree of light, where it can be had j is 
C 5 in 
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iQ truth to prefer darknefs : Which, in m; 
hambie opinion, can nerer be reafonable t>reii- 
cafable. Thofe \rho aie of another mind> 
plainly ilfiruji tbmf^Ives or their caufe. Which 
if it can b^sr the li^hty ivhy ftoukl it nqtV^ 
ihowD in it ? Bnt if k cannot, 'tis not the caafe 
of God^ or of the Son if GoJi for GoJ is Ijgbt^ 
and in htm is no iarhrufs ; and the SonofGoi is 
the iriu lights wbicb Ugbtttb iverj man thai iom§th 
in'o ibt world*. 
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•C E N S U RE* 

, of* t(ic Z.^^ //(?«/^ (?/ Convocation upori 
this Boo^K;. . ,; . .. ,1 " 

^* T T treats of things facrcd, in a ludicrous 
X and prophane manner. 

2. It cafts injurious refle6lions on the fathers 
and councils of the antient church. 

3. It iofinuates that the doflrines and articles^ 
of the eftabliftied church, are not grounded oa 
Scripture, but are rather inconfiftent therewith. 

4. It reprefents the body of the clergy as 
ncglefting, and the governors of the church as 
difcouraging the (ludy of the Scriptures. 

5. Itexpofes the difcipline of the church un- 
der the notion oi perfecution^ and invidioufly re- 
flefts on the laws provided for its fecurity. 

[The particular paffages upon which thcfc 
obfervations are founded^ are not referred to. J 

• Noce» this cenfare of the Convocation upon this 
excellent tra^, was bafely omitted in many fucceed- 
in^ editions, but is here reftored to fhew the true 
Spirit of that body of .men. 
C 6 
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A 

LETTER 

Written by the Reverend Mr. John Halcs^ 
^/ Eaton, ifo Arcbbifhop LAUD, vp- 
M Occafion • 6f his Traft conccrni^^ 
SCHISM. 

May if plea fe your Gract^ 

WH £ R E A S of late aa abortiire dif- 
courfe, iodited by me for the ufe of 
a private frkad^hath, withoot law- 
ful pafsy waodred abroad ; and mifiaking hi 
way^ is arrived at $our Graces hands 5 I have* 
taken the boldnefs to prefcnt myfclf before you, 
in behalf of it, with this ehher apology or excufs 
indifferently,, being refolded in utramvis aleam^* 
to beg either your approbation op your pardoft^ 
For myfelf, I have marvelled, whence a frril>* 
bled paper, dropt from fo worthlef^ and iocon^ 
fiderabie ?^ hand as mine, (hould recover fa- 
much flrengtb, as to be able to give offence^. 
But I confefs it to be moft true, that Bellum in* 
choantinerusy fortes fin\unt\ and a weak hand- 
often kindles that fire, which the concourfc of 
ihc whole vicinity cannot qjucoch. If therefore 
6 . anj 



mj 6fe can arUe out of (p poor a fpark, (which* 
I-can haFdly conceive) I am myfelf here at 
band ta pour on- water^ to. ptrcvettt a . farther^ 
miichief. 

Wbatfoever there is ia that Schedule, which 
may feem apt to give effenai coniifis .either iHv. 
phrafe and tnamur of exprejj^on $ or in the corn 
ciifisy and tUngs ihitnfelvesy there, prefled and^ 
ifiiifted upon^ For the/ir/f .- Whofomr hath. 
the misfortune to read It, (hall find In It, for 
ftile, fonie things fmer-fam'iar'^vAfuh'irvJiick ;. 
fonae thk^s naore pkafant than needed \ fom$. 
things more ftur and fatiricaL For thefe, my 
apology k but this, that your Grace would bc:. 
pleafed to take in confideration, fr/i, what the 
Uitrtf of aJetter tsA^t entice me to* Secondly^ 
lam^ by genius^ optn and uncautehus; and 
therefore fome pardon might be affi)rdcd to 
harmMs/riedom^iindgayety ofjfiritj utterly de- 
void of all diftempcr and malignity. Tkirdfyy 
r<Nne part of the theme I was to touch upon, was 
(or M UiH; fccmed to me) of fa/waU and Incon* 
Jiderable a moment; and yet hath raifcd that 
Aoifeand tumult in the church, that I confefs it 
drew from me that indignation which is there 
cxpreflcfd.. When Aaguftus the emperor wai 
alked, what was become of his Ajax \ (for he 
made a tragedy upon the life and fortunes of 
that man;) he anfwercdi incuhuit m Jprngianu 

For; 
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Eor l|U thffe things whick I bate above tdaehe4 

1 cauUi heartily wiib^ (for, ia the cafe I aifr, I 
hate nothing but gwd wijhis to help me) that 
they into whofe hands that paper has nnletkily 
fi(Ilen, would fafour me fo much as xojp^ngi 
tbemoQt.^ 

Kow concerning the things difcufled in the 
pamphlet, I humbly beg leave, befoi« I come tp 
particulars, to fpeak for myfelf thus mu(;h to 
general. If they be emrs which I havt here 
vented, (as perchance they are;) yet my itulll 
bath no part in them, and they are but the 
iflbes of unfortunate inquiry. Galen^ that great 
phyfician, fpeaks thus of hlmfclf, 'By» ^ in hi* 
iwug fuS-uV, &c. / knew not hew (fays jtbat 
worthy perfon) even from my youth upy in a fi^«- 
derful manner^ whether hy divine injpiratiw^ «r hf 
fury and pejftjfton^ or however you may pleajks ia 
Jiiletty I have much contemned the opinion of the 
MdNYi but TRUTH and KNOWLEDGE^ 
I have above meafure affeSled'y verily p^fuoiUng 
piyfelf that a fairer^ more divine fortune^ coul4 
never befal a man. Some title^ fome claim I 
may juflly lay to the words of this excellent 
perfon : Fqr the purfuit of TRUTH bath beea 
iny only care, ever fince I firft undcrftood the 
meaning of the word. For this^ I have forfake^ 
ul} hopes, all friendsi all defires^ which might 
r biais 



^^siia^srl^biftdieriiie fioai driTiag rig^tat 
vr!^t launed. For tih,^ I have fpeiit.my. ipo^ 
|iVc% iqy.BieaoSy.iDy ;oatb> myage^ and all I 
l^vc$ that I might remove from myfelf that 

Ccnfuie of tirtuUiim, Su$ vith quit quid ig^ 

p$rat* If with all this coft and pains, my pur- 
chafe is but error ; I may fafely fay, to err hath 
coft me more, than it has many to find ,the 
truth: And truth it/elf {hsil give me this tcfti- 
mony at laft, that if I have miffed of her, it i$ 
toot my fault, but my misfortune. 

Having begged your Grace's pardon for thi$ 
itf^iflwroXoyia, (peradventure unfeafonable j) 1 
ueill take liberty to confider of the things tbem^ 
fehei difcuffcd in the pamphlet. And Jirjl^ 
ho^foevcr I have mifcaft fome parcels of my ac- 
count, yet I am moft certain that the total fum 
is right; for it amounts to no more than that 
iwecept of the apoftle— iff/tfr as it is poffibky 
have peace with all men. For this purpofe, hav- 
ing fummoqed up fuodry occafions of SCHISM, 
and valuing them with the beft judgment J- 
could I I flill ended with advice to all pojftblt 
kccommodation and communion, one only excepted^ 
Now certainly there could be no great harm ia 
tHe premifes^ where the conclufon was fiothing; 
f^khviXpeacCw 
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One of the aacieut grm&tnarlanst ddiwriag. 
tbelav^ of a c/fmeJjf fomewhat fcrapuloaflyy 
thought Nmfoffe Fcrrum nominare in CPmedia^ 
m tranfeat in tragadiam ; that to name a fwwS, 
in 4 conadyy was enough to fright it into a tra- 
gidy. The very theme I handled, caufed me ta> 
fall on words of dijfention and noife and tumuli , 
TOiiiJiirr : Yet I hope it is but aa unnec^i&rjv 
fear, that the lail fcene being peaee^ the dif- 
coarfe will prove any other than ccmicaL 

To touch upon ^^ery jarlng Jiring in it, were 
too much to abufe your Gre^r^'s patience, of 
which once already you have been fo extraor- 
dinary liberal unto me,. All that may feem to li€ 
open to exc£ptioyt^ I .will cotfiprlze under two 
bexids ; within compafe of vfhich, all other pet- 
ty and inferior matters will eafily fall. The 
firfiy concerns my carriage* to\vai:ds antiquity^ 
tbe fecendy towards authority: Againft both 
%ihkhyl maybe fgppofcd totrefpafs. For the 
ySry?, I am thought to have been too Jharp in 
oenfuring aotiquity, beyond - that j'W r^^^^^ 
whichis due uttto it. In this pornt, my error, .. 
ifany.be, fprang froni this; that taking a:f?/ow 
to be ifie fruit by which men are to be judged,' 
rjudged of the per/ens by their aSfims, and not-^ 
^aSiimshy the perfons from whom they pro- 
ceeded* For, to judge of anions, by per/om and 

ti'meiy . 
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iimHj I haiie ahrafs tnkeait to h^^^nK^wnmi^^ 
rsl. Hence it is, that having no good coiKfit * 
(for I will fpesk the tratb) of 9ur ru/s bf wb^b ^ 
mcAkraie th ftajf 9f Eafitr I (Firjl^ becmiie^. 
'tis borrowed of Mefes^ without any warnuHfr 
for ought I loiow : Sttondly^ becaufc it is of jmij 
jj^l for, whkh way is. the fervicc of God or!< 
fluiraiiy jot more, advanced by making that feafk > 
wander betwixt day .and day» than by fixing it/^ 
00 one knowa ^^j ? Thirdly, becaufe jt hohfcuv^ . 
0iu/i«/riVi7//»fewfchoIars acquainting tbemfelyea. . 
therewith, atid there beiog nothing naore ridi- 
C«JoDS* than Dl^ciUs Nugay ufeljefs. intricaciei. 
and ob£curitie3 : j I could not with patience 
iffiik gmfy of tbof^ who. ttfed; fo baXl and « 
contemptible an occafion, to the great diftur* 
baace and rending of the churches ; and, in - 
mnntenance of a ioy %xA Jsmpk eir4mmf vilMx- 
it is no way benefidal to preferve, to < fall into . 
that errar^ xhsiU which themfelves cverf whtre^ 
tdt us thcriB can fcarccly any be more daage-: 
roas. 

Whereas in oncporat) fpeakingof charoh^ 
authority, I bluntly added, {which is mnei] I 
muft acknowledge it was uncautioufiy fpoken ; ^ 
^d, being taken in a gnuroMty^ is falfe; tho* 
as it refers to the occafiw which there I fail, 
upon, 'tb (as I think J may fefcly fay) mo/i true. . 



6^ The Kllars of PaitsTcRArr 
Ttfr ci&«rr*-<?&/i&tfr//f, that »si aaihority refiaiTlgf 
11! ccclefiftfHcAl pe^ibos, \i dtlwr ti{fuYtfdim.w 
ittchm'ch cau/eSf and mdtUreffaSi^ otis^dett^ 
^» in point of churA quefiiors^ ^nA' €ltfp^tabU 
opinion^ As- for \hc firfti in church canfes or 
mutter if faSf^ ecclefi«ftical perfons in* cafes of 
tfieir cognizance have' the fame attihonty as any^ 
others hayc, to whom' power of jurifdiaion i3 
cbmmhted. Their confiftories^ iWw courts^ their 
determtnatiinsj Rznd tipon as- warrantable cvi* 
ifence, as the decifions of <?^^/r benches and counr 
do. I count in point of decift^n of chnnh'^quef* 
rioHSy if I lay of the authority of the churchy that 
It was nine j I know no adverfary that I have, 
tiM cbunb if Rome only excepted. For this 
eemn^t be true, exCcft we make the. chnrchJudgM 
ofcemrwei^s ; the contrary to which, w&:gene» 
rally maintain agaioft that ch«rch» Now if 
plaioly.appeare, that upon this occafion Ifpake 
ic: FoT) b^inoing tofpeak of fcUfm arifiog by 
reft(off of ambiguous opinioa, . I brought io 
oakedly tbofe words which gav^ occafioa^of 
effence\ which if I had fpokea with due quail* 
fication, I had not erred at all.: Again, whereas 
I did noo plainly deliver myfelf De Origine Do^ 
mfmit and denied it to be founded either in sdr^ 
fnrt or in religion^ I am vei'y weU coiitent 't^ 
p«it off the decifioir of this point tiU'Elias combs; 
Ia the meia time, whether It be true of friftv 



.4^^ Orthodoxy ^ii/b». r 67 

lif^,i^ pars for nymiHake; for 'tlfr bat a\pojiyr 
of^^f^ fpcottlatiooy which. we fall upon wheft 
ve fliidy Arlfi9tU\ peliikks ; and hi cooutxm 
Ufc and ufe, bath 00 place ac all. For mthmif 
h not. wool to difpute ; and it goes but lazily 6o» 
when . it, mud defend itfeif bf argument in th^ 
fcbools. Whether domiDioa in Civilihusj or m 
SacrJs be Krlfri^il^c. or comes 10 by diving rigbty 
it coii9erQ$ tbm to look to, who have dotalnioa 
comiaitted t6 them. To other s^ whofe daty it is- 
to obey, (and to my/el/ zhove all, who am beft 
contented to llTe and dfe a poor and private 
»io,) it is a fpecuIatioQ meerly ufekfs.. Our 
Sajrioor qnefiions not Hercd't or Augitflui't 
litie ; and confefled that PilaU had his power 
fktm aba/u ; which yet we know came but by 
diligatien from Tiberius Cajar. Let titles of 
boiKHir and dominion, go as the providence of 
Cod will have ; 7et quiet and peaceable mei^ 
will not fail of their obedience. No more will fy 
of ought : fo be that God and gocd ton/ctence com- 
IbiaBd not the contrary. A higher degree of 
dmy> I do not fee how any man can demand di 
my baods. For whereas the excepdon of gcod 
(9njciimciy founds not well with many men ; be- 
€a«fe oftentimes under that form, pertinecy and 
imlfubHfs is fufpeSed to couch itfelf 1 Id ihis 
ca^ it coAccarns every*. m;in fincerely to know. 
tJK^ Vttt}i of his own h^art^ 9P4 fp accordlnglf 
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t<> dctcmine of his own way, whatfoever the- 
jfildgtnent of hh/ufetion be, or whatfoever ivent' 
]befal him. Foe fiD€e io cafe of coafcieoce, m^t^p 
times there is a nece/Ilt; to fall either into tfae^ 
b^nds of men ^ or into the bands of God y of thefe. 
two, whether, is the .beft, I leave every p&rticQ'v 
laor man to judge. Only I will add thus mach \ 
It is 2L fearful thing to trifle with confcimce r For-. 
molt afluredly, according unto it .a ^man.flialk^ 
iUnd or fall at the iaft.. 

One thorn more there is^ which I would, ifi 
might, pull out of the 'foot of him, who (haU>> 
tread upon that paper. For, by reafoo of a paf^t^ - 
fage there^ wherein J fliarply i2tikcd^ifcofal' 
emhitiony I have been fufpe£):ed by ibme^ iota > 
wfaofe hands that fchedule fell ' before ever itr 
came io'your Gracis view, that in myhear-t I did '^ 
fecretly lodge a maUgnity 2i,ffAQ&\ht epifi^pai or-^- 
diTj and that, undef pretence of taxing the. 0n^ 
tients^ i fecretly laflied at the prsfent times%- 
What obedience I owe unto ipifiopaljurifdi^ifin^ - 
I have- already plainly and fincerely opened unto- 
yout Grace \ andmf.truft is, you do believe me: 
So thajt in that regard, I ifitend to £ty no siore i^ 
;md the verf confideration c^ the thirds tbim^ 
felvei which there I fpeak of, frees me from all 
Atfpidon of fecret gliding at the prefent. For I 
{j^t.oi jchifms A'A&ag either out ci plurality of 

bil]xap& 
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biOiops 1q one diocefs, or fuperiorityoi bifliops 
in fundrydioceires: Both thefe are Grangers to 
wrrj, and proper to the antient times; thefr/I 
vaAQng from the fmrutinefs of the people, ia 
^lioTe hands in thofe ihnes the nomination o£ 
'Ufliopswas; the otbiTj horn fomewhat (whe- 
ther good or bad I know not) in the princes then 
Hving, who left the bifliops to themfelves, (a* 
mong whom fame there were no better than 
other men,) and took no keep of the antienc 
canons of the church, by^hidi the limits, or- 
ders, and preeminences of all diocefles and pro- 
vioces were fe^. But our times have feen a prof- 
."perous change : Tor the nomination of bifliops. 
(which was fometimes in the people) is now mofl: 
happily devolved into the ^riWs hand, together 
with the care of the prefervation of the bounds 
of bifliops fees, and antient titles of precedency* 
So that now, fince that happy change, for weii 
near one hundred years, we have had no experi- 
ence of any fuch miforders; neither, are we 
likdy hereafter to fear anyj fo long 7^ fo good^ lb 
• modiraiii to gracious a royal hand fliall hoM the 
Hern : which God grant may be eilherin liffli> 
crhis/till times be no more. 



A 

5ERI0US ENQ^UIRY 

INTO THE 

USE and IMPORTANCE 

OF 

External Religion. 

OCCASIONED lY 

Some Paflages in the Right Reverend the 
•Lord BISHOP of DURHAM'S 

Charge to the Clergy of that Dtocefe^ 

At his Lordfliip's Prtmary Vifitatioo ia the 
Year mdccli. 

Humbly addreffed to bis Lordfl)ip.: 

I cannot bat hold troth more ancient than error; 
every thing to be firmed upon it's own bottom*; and 
all novelties in the church to be heft confuted by 
fliewing how far they canfe it to deviate from the 
firft original. Twy«dbn'« Wft. FimlicatiQn ofth$ 
Chwrth ^Emgland; 



Firft printed in the Year 1752. 
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Pari of a Letter written to the Autkr^ rela- 
the to tbefuhjcH of tbefe papers. 



I 



Have, as you rccoa;iaiended tame, coq-- 
"* I fidered Mr. Warburton's * conaqacnt. 
00 I Tim. ivJ 8. and agree ivith him 
i^a^t \h^ bodily extrci/e there fpoicen of has re « 
fereoceto the ritual obfervan^ei of the JiWi ; but 
whether to thofe akne^ as that learned gentle-, 
maa's ar-gumeot faems to me to require, I am, 
aiot fo clear. 

There are two conftruftions of the words- 
«^C iKiy^¥^ either of which wiii iodeed iin pi j 
that no other but Jewijh extfrcifes are there 
iateiided. 

1. The word ;^^oyov may be underftood," 
abd then the fenfe will bli, as in the margin of 
our iranflaiion, for a Halt time^ that is to fay, 
for fo long, and no longer than the Mofaic in- 
ffitute continued in force. Or, 

2. ITf 0? iXiyi^y may mean infom^ degree^ that 
iJ,To flir iitidity tkertife has the J>Voiftire of fhis 

. * Divine Legatioo, book v. fcft, 6. page 470, of 
^ fecond edition. 

VOL. IV. t> ff'. 

* • *' 



■li^) Thde±k€iittft>tt€$i.4Put .^f «H^ dbttt^ 
Mkift thit 'iodify «rm^#}|ittoliMdlo.ih&f7^^ 

.'?{■• ■• - . ^ ■ • -•"• - ■ •- i'^mh 

Buy then, if the fnfaaUnu/i of ritnal ^Bfirth. 

f^fs y(^s to detehnine whb that part of t^ 

law /which cDJoined ^b3» ^^'^}^ vas to^wdk 

"^11 the {kromife of r^/i fife was faperfed^ bf 

the iittir promifes <lf the gofpel (as it x^idQl|, 

the cafe, if the apdlleif to*be mderflood as* 

flbove) I catnoi fee the reafoQ why <*fh<re 

*^^mi$Mied$ be iboe [rrfltrtf/ li^ftMrM^^] n^der 

Vv the goTpel wherever there is i ChriOI»| 

<« chqitb*'' as Mr. W^ holds $ nolefs fiicb ^t^ 

fonesia^ts ai:e.€ither^4cw.cd, , v, 

' i) ^romfome plaiq and.pofitive itt(|ilotibiibf 
diffoe ap^oiotmeiH ; iipce) if fuch ihiiigs aremi 
Ymfsrfrp^aUi \>j any Tirtiie naturally belongs 
i|g- to ibep» illd baye sooe/foperad^ed by 
^ip^ ^^^Q^iJ^yA}^^ C^dftian.c^rchi^.1^,^^ 
Apr reji^D .for.cjD|Qiqii%. ih^QI f in ibai; caffl 4ijB, 
^b^ftiaA <l;or(h| tf€i$binfjn i^rinis thmmk^. 
mmdminti rfm€«t wwld jfoU iato ceftdcoKiik* 
tkML Or, 



O.) If tbelrgiM^if/foffit^ 
orlcw^r^ io^the ChrUKaii chiirch be'dcriv«i 
ftofu foode gnur^l gxfiStmt in ttie things lliei»» 
febres (as I am iodilied to ofiderftaod tbe 



tfoftld's'VQtfit) ilMfT n9<thMJ)o Jift fem^ 
9Qom\f(tt fcoteii ii4Mfil^4tf ^ ficoalkiiil^ 
linited hj tbi mfi of tdifjing : But ihon nsft 
laiift take the Mfy exirci/t here meadooed ia 
a ittger feare* and not uodeHfauid it of the 
Jfn^ ordiQaiices exclafive of others i ittdt 
li^he&tr that will fait the interpret^oti Mn 
)P. give» of the latter part of the ittfi, t a W 
floi( quite latisfied. 

I expeft 700 will fay that Mr. ^. by Atod 
dbfemocei in die Chriftiao church, moft he 
Mderflobd of fttch as are appohited ia the 
i^^i (he diviae wifdom bfiag the beft judge 
of what is either neceflkry orexpedteat folt the' 
^horch ia fP^ period i aod, I fappofe^ when 
we meet» you will a(k me for ibnie accoitat of 
this gmeral ixpetUena I taDL of.— —For Mr. U^m 
I)|retend not toanfwer^ and for myfelfihaA' 
only. oUttl What poffibty there may be fimt 
AYfir^flbehtatitf'iii htiiaaa ntet towards ^dili^' 
a^toii^iiad'thdt fuch iiifirnmentalfty' laay btf 
vSified by their' effbAs and operations ufwin' 
^ttbbiar jieHbns, tlioag^ yon and I may h^ 
no experience of the like. ' ' 




f ^Jilo«|- 
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cbai^e* yott meotiofled n» me feme Ame ago^ 
aad which Wa» pot into my hands this morn« 
sog, with a* very high char3<9er, by my 
aeighbour Mr. « * • ♦. Perhaps his lord- 
fliip's doArifie might have the le/s weight with 
pfiy foif having Ji much in the adverfiir^ 

lOUnSt fl • • 



' Febrnary 7th, 1752. 



^M^OjurHOBOKYj^im. jj, 



A .. , 



A Serious Inquiry, ^c. / ] 

MY LORD*, 

W-HEN I firft pcrufcdyour lordflUp's 
charge^ I could not but think fome 
pafTages in it, particularly in the 13th and the 
three following pages, liable to oUoy juft ob«^* 
jefiioQs* 

My <0DJe£lurc was, that the papifls, ever 
watchful -to coutilcnancci their fuperftUion, by^ 
pointing out the remnantsof it yet unpurged out 
of our church, and to make their advantage of 
the conccffions of fome of our unwary divines, 
would certainly lay their finger upon what your 
lordfhip h^s advanced concerning the import- 
ance of external nligion. 

Still ihis.was but my conJeiShire, which alone' 
would never have afforded me fufEcient reafons 
for troubling your lordftiip or the public on any 
cccafion : But having now the misfortune to find 
them verified by a ftrenuous recommendation of 
this very charge from a zealous and bigoited pa- 
pift to a worthy proteftant gentleman (both in 
my own ncighbourhoodj your lordfhip and the 

• The lord bifhop of D«r^«^, to whom this letter 
was addreiFed, wa« Dr. J^/epb ButUr, 

P 3 reafon- 
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resifbMble part df the ^ttbBe wJtr^ I trtift, excfiffli 
ibe^Mr dropping allother refpe^ts bof wlijtf are 
doe tb'my reTigkm and sll^iance, till I havo 
freely declared my fentiaienls of the dangeroos 
tendeDcy of your Iordfliip*s do^rine cofitaioed 
in the paflagcs above referred to. 

- Tour kirdinp; batiog toldyoer clergy^ ^. t j. 
^ That their chief bolinefs is to endeavour to 
'* beget a pradical feofe of religion upon the 
** hearts of the people, as what they acknowledge 
•* their ^belief of, and profefi they ongfat to con* 
"*• form themfielves to,'* proceeds to fay^-** and 
^< this is to be done by keeping np, as we are 
** able, xhtfirm zndfaci of religion with dc- 
^^ Cency ainc) reverence, and infiuh a digrtt z% 
*^ tp bring the thooghts of religion ofun to 
/' tl^ir minds ^ and then endeavouring to make 
*^ this form nwre and more fubfervient to pro* 
^ mote the reality and power of it." 

Tho^your Iord(hip*s expreffion in this paflage 
i^ npt very clear, yet the fubfequent parts of thc^ 
difconrfe lead ns to underAand your; lordfliip 
here of the clergy's endcavourf in their public 
miniftrations : and thereupon to remark, that the 
clergy of the church of England have no way 
of keeping up i\it form zxAface of religion any 
ofkfMT^ or in any ^btr degree^ than is dbeded by 
th^frefcribed Oider of the churcbs nor can they. 



\ appr«)iend , coat^iy^ to. voi^,\hh f^rm m^tm or 
hft fiiUcnriefit to ||^miM» lh0. r:Afl!^/^ tf 4^ f^fwer 
•fnligidH^ beyond rh« eoiainaS'{i|]>eration of the- 
foriB kfeUT: and whatiJiaf ni^ybcwelhall bare 
occafioB to confidter by sfBd byr 

There are indeed fome meihodsof keeping up 
^le form and fact of religion /». %% . witb ibroe 
elergyoien.of osr church (iho^ I think, b^rfew) 
which are not prefcrtbed*tii oar eftabljihed ritoalt 
fuch as, bowing to the £i^, tnrnhig the face 
to that qaarter in repeathig the creeds, dipping 
•he finger In water, and therewith croiliiig Ihe 
diiid's forehead iti baptifm $ and feme others of 
the like fort : Bat, that your iordQiip means to" 
encourage any thing of this kind by the i^ne^ 
la which yoo would have thisyj^m aady«£rof 
religion made man and man fubftrvmtj &c. 1: 
cannot be perfuaded. 

A late eminent and pious prelate, well (kifled 
in the ritual of the tfaurch of England^ hath told 
us Aat «* altho' our church claims a power (in. 
^* comaoD with other national churches) to or^y 
^ daittyAan^ej and ehlijb eeremonm or rites ^ er*^ 
•* iminidonly by man^s authority ^ fo thai alltbingn 
HAr dme to tdifying [art. 34. J yet of tbls^^tf^v 
*^ifiing 8ie does not allow or make wjiifi^pfy 
^\fftrjoit^i$tc^at0 to be the judge, but has Uj:^; 
*^4^iraido«Q4P certain ruUir'.^mr^^^r*^Wm^%i 



} 
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'^ the comtnooprapert ^hich are alio su>w.iqbKM' 
" firmed. by the laws of the land— WhoTotsy^^ 
^^ does Iffs [thaa is prefcribed in tbefe mbrUi^ 
*^ Is an offender ; wbbever does wsr^y is aa iniu^ 
^' vaUr^ and does it without authority^ aad ia 
<* fitter to hcpunijhei ih^n fallowed ^^'^ &<*• 

But, as I have little inclination^ and lefs ao^ 
thoriiy, to put a conftruftion upon your lord- 
fliip's words inconfiftcnt with fo plam'aflateof 
the cafe, for no better reafon than becaufe I 
cannot underftand them myfelf in any other, I 
am obliged to leave them under their prefent 
ambiguity, and pafs on to fomething more is* 
teiiigible, 

" The form of religion," continues, your 

V lord(bip, " may indeed be where there is little 

*« of the thing itfelf j but the tbiiPg itfelf can- 

'< not be pre&rved amotigd mankind without 

** ihe form." 

Which may be very true if your lordCJiip 
means the Pagan^ the Mahomcian<^ the Roman 
Cathollck thing called religion : Take away th^. 
form from the religion of any of thefe, and you 
efFeftually deftroy the thing itfelf: 6ut, fgrcly, 
your lordftiip, on fecond thoughts, willixot^x.- 
iend this maxim to the Chriftian religion. 

• Bp. Fleeixvo9d^$ v/ork9i fbl. 1737. p. 7«. :^ 

The 
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Tfae Chriftian religioD was revealed- and diP 
peirfed, as Hve are taught, to make manldhd happy 
]>btb here add hereafter ; vft are farther t&ught 
that the circumflances of' this reiigion, without 
thefpirit or power of it, will have no efficacy to 
pcocure this happihefs : Now one or more parti- 
cular ehriftians maybefo fituated that they ww** 
not have the benefit of ihtfortn [the puhthfarmy 
of which your lordftiip is now fpeaking.] Ap- 
ply your lordfliip's premiflcs to the cafe of fuch 
people, and the confequence will' be, that they 
can have no religion amongft ihcin. 

How different are the fcntiments of theg^eat 
^od good archbiihop Tillotfon. His opioioQ W9I» 
that a man may be a very religious and good 
chriftian, *< who quietly^ and without any ncifi 
** and i«^/^ minds they«^//i»//Wparts of religion, 
** and is trul^ devoted towards Gop, juft and 
*• peaceable, and charitable towards men j meek 
*• and humble and patient, kind and friendly 
" even lo thofe that differ from him." — Yet 
fuch a one, he tells U5, '* (hall hardly ^fcapc 
" being cenfur'd for a lukewarm, /^wwa/, moral 
** man defittute of the grace of God and of the 
«' fmutr of godlincfs * :"^ — But why ctnfurtd ? 

why 

• Sermons, 8vo. eJit. T7J3. pa^. 4^45^> ^'^J« ^- 
l^tdown this j oft as 1 £nd it printed, bat cannot 
imag^ howtbe word [formal] got into die fen tetter^ 
I dare fay the archbiihop did not p«t it there, as/0^ 



«<bQ»i4e itM^^jhdfM-^godlke&cftQiloi b4 prd^ 
<%md lufeQiigft wmfeiiid wMtoat t]ie/«rm anife 

^Bttf^ J. am afriud jowir lotdlhip will luiye a 
greater andiorUy ftillio eocoaoter, even oar blef*^ 
fed Saviour hUnfelf, between whom and a certaia 
n^gi^am^SfimarM there was oacc £xae difcoor r<; 
€muismt tbk nfcy ifotnY, v/sl The r^peftiTC 
5l^:pf the /•r«f aad ^#a;<r of religfoa ; Ooc 
|«9^*^ words are remarluible. Jfitus faith tmti 
ifr% f^9man^ h^litve me^ the hour cemeth^ whn ^ 
Jlb(^lneitbqr in this movLUtahifMr fftat Jerufali^^ 
tuorftrip the P^tbir. Tew&rfiip ft knffw mt^vbat 
[i; t% accordtng to pur owo inventioos], wiintw 
vJfOtwiW^/bipifirfahatimis oftbeltvn. But, 
^ hour come thy and oow is, tubenibe trae tcwr- 
JbippersJJ^itworj/bip tblt Faibkr [not at JirufaUm^ 
or in this or thatmoumain, but^ i;ii Spirit ard 
in TIttJ TH %fiir the Fathtr feckctb fuch to worjhip 
him. GoD/Jd SfJRlT, and tbty tbat %uarfiip 
jftiM; mtifl: worOiip in SPiRiT, and in Truth. 
John iv. 21, &c« 

Can yotir. lordfldp pick yoorvpfopolkios^ t//>, 
'« That the thing itfelf [REticjONJ canopt be, 

ma'i/y betengs tothe chafa£ter oppofite to that^ie is 
here defcitbtog ; and indeed is icfelf bppolite to-clMB 
«^rtBnH«^<»l'xesroach there meatmi^* 

■ * "Pfefcrwd 



•* preferred xtadtkg teatrkiod whltoat ihefmny] 
odt^P there>iv^M9^<»^ oti^df atif otMr words 
ib ibesnew^ftametfl i Elo^tis^'iid^nidier moil' 
evidently and exprefly^decUre tint inu^ rtSgm 
fliall be preferred,, and truew^fiipfrs fought and 
ai^cepted by Ood. without anjr regj^rd ^o forms 

Yonflordftip probftbty majf fagg^^X^hftt 
fiSs c^n been faid and repeated npoft'Otfcaftm 
oTbiuidliBg this fubjeA) that ^ it if the utittoft 
^^extravagance and entfaofiafin to ftippofe that 
^ our Saviour intended to.exclndei7i7>>rm; from 
^ religion, feeing thaihe.him&lf infHtutedftt^ 
•^/ari»x at leaiL!' To.whtchlitnfwer: 

t. That tb6 form^inftttmed by our Savioar^ 
are ,fw thing,, and the^i? and fprm of reli^oo^ . 
fpol^en of by ypur lordlhip, quite another ^ if it 
ift not lb, your lord<hip Qiould bi^e told us. If 
jrour lordftip only means, *^ th^t the evangelrcai ■ 
V thing caUed religion, cannot be preferved ^ 
«.* amongft; mankind wirbout the foe^n^e^c^l 
** forms,** furely it was very needlefs to refer 
to the Heathens J the Turii, and theuP^i^^f iti . 
this behalf, lanfwert: 

2. I receive and comply with the forms inni* 
hitfed by Chjfiy with thentmoft reverence ; ami : 

Ifcjr.the rcrt, 1 am of opinioa with, the (jxcellent i 
D:.6 prelate.^ 



prdSle '^freWFy' dtedi trfz. ** Wemtiftv^^^i 
•< rude;^ not- do' any thing that \% natiirally-iiiide^ 
^ cent in the worlhip of Goo 5 lh!s autbotiVf 
*«^ Ihould rejlrains but farther thanthhj I Aonht 
*• not but the /cyj)<f/ hath left mfret'*^ But 
what is it ro'be left free in this refpeft/-but juft 
to pay lefs or more regard to human form?, m 
we are inclined, without laying any ftrcfs upon 
them, or giving them any impirtancey in the af- 
fair of rdigion I But to anfwer more punflu- 
ally : 

I very much queflion whether your Jord- 
fliip*s pofition will be found true^even tbo' the 
forrn« inftituted by pur Lord himfclf Should be 
taken into ihe account* We have among us, as 
your lofdf^jp knows, a feft of w^w/^z?/ chriftians 
called ^ahrsj who make ufe of neither of the 
two forms above mentioned. Will your lord- 
ft^ip fay that ihefe men ** have no religion pre- 
** fcrved amongfl ihem I" It is more than I dare 
aSrm, becaufe they tell tne very ferioufly that 
*' ihey have a fpirltual baptifm, and Sifpirkual 
•* communion, by which they are firmly pexfuadr 
'* ed they fulfil the command of Chrift as effect 
*' tually as we do, who pradiife theyi>r/wtf/ rites 
** according to thcveibalinflitution." la which, 
tho* I think they are miftaken, and that I could 

, • ibid.' vol. Vill. pag. 37 if; 

AS* 



dlfff^eve tbtm*; yet I d^re ivotco44^9aui d^fm, as 
I ccf tainfjr fliooM do by fayiog that they have 
no fcligioti preferred amoDgft them. To their 
own mafter they moft ftand pr fall for mt. In the 
mean time I obferve among the members of this 
fbciety niuch fenonrnefs of deportment, bene- 
volence of heart, and a fobriety and circum- 
ijpe£iion in their manners and converfation, not 
only extremely edifying in itfelf, but extremely 
full of tacit reproach to certain chriHians with 
more religious forms. All this they afcribe to the 
inftaence and operation of the good fpirit of 
God, agreeably to the Scripture-accounts : And 
If among this people (who have too their religi- 
ons worfhip in public alTemblies) there is m 
rtUglon pre/ervedy we muft, I verily think, abid6 
no longer by the gofpel-rulc, but judge both 
men and things hereafter not by ihw fruits^ but 
by thciryjr/wj. 

TonrlordQiip, having dated this neceflaryand 
efleotial connexion between thcf^rm of religion 
and the thing iifelf, goes on to fay : *< And this 
** form frequently occurring, \x\ fome inftance or 
/* other of it, will be ^frequent admonition to bad 
** men to repent 5 and to good men to grow bet- 
•« tcr i and alfo be a means of their doing fo." 
pag. 1 4, 

Hardly, 



M' 9li^Ffil«P9^|^IesTOAAFn^ 

Hftrdir» «| fcurd^ if llie ^od archbifiop.Qfc 
der(lc|od the ti^f^ who A||^4bC]gorpeI left us free 
[ids aliove] " ^ the ead |h«|t the lefi wc ere tied 
" tof4r//riza/0i^ro^iiir/j,t{)e^«r#«>ii^»/wefhoul4 
« be upott iht.jpirituiil i^^fubftantuil parts of 
** rdigioo» the, eonforauiig ourfelves to the 
'< miod sod will iof Goo^ eadeayouriDg to bieBke 
<^ jQiUoGoD, aodto hdte ow fouls znAffiritf. 
*« engaged iothofe du|ies we perform to him /** ^ 
Which, certaioly was no good policy in the gofr 
p^ly if iht form Sind/ace of religion has a tenden- 
qr toJbeget z,lpraS}u:al fenfi of it upon mens ^ 
hearts : and a greater tendency in proportion to 
the frequent occurreoce . of i\i\s face or form in 
f9me inOance. or other in it J i.e. if in every 
fuch occurrence it. is an admonition to bad meh': 
to repent, &C« Badoien are fogreatjy indiipofr. . 
ed.to puuh<:mfelve5 in the way. of tucKadmonir 
iions^ or to apply them, whenever or however 
they occur, that it feems quite neceflary th^y. 
fljpuld he tiedio,thctfXy whcQcverihcir opera- 
tions are fo prpmifibg. 

And th^efore, if, as,archbifliop7?/i!i^ii bath : 
flated the cafe, men ar^ kftf^^^ a^ to the. face 
and/^rm of religion^ the prefumptioa. feems to.> 
bv^, that the fan and form of religion is eithec 
wholly void of, or at leaft much lefs connefledt . 
with' iheyJ^iV// and power, oi itj than your IcfirdT. 
lhip*s dodrine would make it. 
♦.Ibid, 

5, Nor., 



Hod, that thjf ^ryhtiihJp^^^^ frdlftji^ all mlfrcprt:- 
leait± the gofj^l in tliis inkttei^.', ' , ^ V 

JProm OOF £<»rd we leari^ bo* ap^ the ryi^^l 
mis^formif do£lrmts^%xtA tradkhns, 6f nienare to 
malire the amma»Jments rf GOd^ o^ n^ ffftSt. 
Matib. XV. I— 2li ilAir^ vHi % &c. From Sf. 
i^«/» that obfervaBces of thk kind had, iaftcad 
cf forwfirJing, greasy olfiruaid his roiaiftry a- 
ffioog the Galatkmsy cbap^ iv. 9,^ iO| 11. and in 
his epiftle to the C^<!^a»^,chap. ii<2o, 21, 22. 
l%e fame apoftle fpeaks of ordinances after the 
eoptmandmettis and do&rines of men^ as means and 
expedients, of mea Hmtg in tbe^werld: that is^ 
Imng a mere carnal and fec&Iar life.* - 

♦ I am not forgcrfhl that oar divines, in thieir con- 
tioverfy »ith-the difTcnters about, ceremonies htve 1 
alledged, chat tbe&rmsand ceremoaies aboIiAgd .or 
condemned ,tiy Qbr'tft and hii apeftUs, were either, 
I9 Such Zi^ere rtuHmentalht elementary yZj[{^\tojX\^T 
to ' the Mfifuc fyftem : or 2. Such as were in tfaem- 
fclves sd<^troiia or at lead-fuperfticious : But if it is 
coniidered what a variety of forms are fpecified in^the 
feveral paflkges commonly referred to ; as 'vain tepe^ 
titimf^ **i fra^ers^Jvmg garments^ woaping 9/ cup't^ 
c^eereaed jt*ftSt.9lf/er^atiQn ef days^ ahftinettce from 
meats,, frc^ it may not perhaps be To eafy to avail ou^* 
felves of this diftindion as is commonly imagined: 
For my own pan, I have always coofideired the» re. 
proof in the goipel as eaitending to mere human doc- 
trines and eommandments refpc^ing rdigion in ge- 
neral: if lam wrong (which is very pofi^bk) 1 will 
be thankftti to hiqa who will fet me "ght. 

To.» 
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' To this agrees tlw ext>erieQce of nafmabkmin 
'm all ages and countries^ boih before andj^nce 
the pronralgattoQ of ChriAiaoity, who haveob- 
&r?ed that i^znumhir^ vgrut^ w^fn^tuoo* 
.curreaceof forms ia religion baTe been confi4^- 
ed by tb^ gimrM^ «$ c^mmmatims or cotHpoJ^ 
thnt for their vices and iniqviities ; as fomethtng 
fubflituted in lieu of repentance, and difpenfiog, 
from tlm^ to time, with the thing itfelf: Alpd 
accordingly, ever fince the gofpel hath confirm- 
ed this obfervatiou by its fuperior evidence, 
Wife, and good, and reafooable men have com- 
plained of the irir;y/i^r andyr#fitf;2r;rof fbrmsin 
religion, as loads and incumbrances upon true 
Chriftiao edification ; and not feldom intimated 
.that they were too often fnarcs and traps to the 
fecuUr and fecure finner, as well as fometimes 
to better men \ teaching them to depend upon 
a virtue, and expeil an influence from formsj 
which (as they have it not) they cannot impart. 
How things may be altered fo, as to make this 
z feafonahk doflrine only at certain tlmes^ as 
your lordflUp hath thought fit to fuggeft,/^^, 
1 6. we (hall haveoccafion to con&der when that 
paflage comes to be examined in its courfe. 

Youc lord(hip*s next obfcrvaiion is, that 

•« That, which men have accounted religion In 

»• the fcveral countries in the wojld, generally 

8 "ipeak- 
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<' l)>6kk¥6a^ has b^ugr^i aad f99^cuwstpKT\ 
***1ii' att puhHc uppioranctSs wid x\it fact of it been 
^^kept up with great revereDce throughoot ail 
** ranks frorir the higheft to the loweft ; not otiljr 
** upon occafional folemDities, bat alfo ia- the 
•* daily courfe of behaviour." 

To giving inftances of this, it is remarkable 
that your loidftiip has only mentioned the an^ 
cunt Pagan ^ the Mahometan^ and the Roman-ca- 
tholuk religions, wholly omitting the Jewifl>\ 
which undoubtedly had as great and as confpkuous 
\ part^ as well in zll public appearances as in all 
ordinary tranfafiions^ as any of them. Now; 
bsLi your, lordfhtp fpecified, or In the geoAeft 
terms referre^d, to ihc great ^nd confpicuous p^rx$ 
of the Mofaic inllitute, it mud have immediate^ 
ly occurcd to the hearer or the reader, that ihefi 
great and canrpicuous parts wire ia£bially ^nd 
exprefly aboliihed by Cbriji^ and his difctples 
^ojobed from thenceforward to lay the great 
flrefs of religion upon worfhippingGoD in/pirii 
and ia truths 

It is true, your lordfliip, at a convenient dir 
dance', has made mention of the Jtws^ bat io 
ji^hat manner, and with what propriety, (hail be 
coofidered by and by» 

'• fd' thfc mean time, my lord, permit me to 
tfl^ wKat fcllowlhip hath Chrlft with Belial, the 

Turi, 
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Tkvky or the Pwpe? Hardl]^fi^ fltuch ds'heihad 
vith Afo/ii. What help then can yonr lorch- 
Ihip's argnment receive from thcfe idftances^ 
tinlefs your lordfhip could prove that the forma 
!n thcfe three fyftems had and have a greater 
tendency to beget praftical religion in the heart, 
or were mote effe^tnal admonitions to bad men 
to nepeot, or to good men to grow better, thaa 
the forms io other rituals ? How the'cafeflands 
ID that refpef), kt as now inquire. 

" In the heathen world their faperftition wa« 
*•- the chief fubjeft of ftatuary, fculpturc, patnt- 
" ing and poetry. It mix'd.iifclf with bufincfsi 
^ civil forms, domeftic entertainments, and 
«♦ every part of common lifcJ* 

€ood my lord^ what is all this to U9 Chrtili* 
ans U Will ^ny man fay to us. Go ye and do like* 
wife i Should'^ a mafqueradi in the Hqj^^marJbi 
be advertifed in honour of the nativity^ or a bait 
at Rane'agh to commemorate the gfcevfi^, what 
Vfould be thought of your lordOiip's bench :if 
they did not to a man remonflrate loudly againft 
it ? A traveller would hardly now a days be 
deemed void of fuperftition, even by the mo- 
derate papifts, who (hould pack op among h\f 
Qeceflariesva rr&r{^ or a madona of exquifite 
4piul|Ntitfe» with a defign to pay his devotions M- 

W 
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\t6m(iich ibloiimdcs as nijgfat M otit duriA|; 

Msjooimqr*? 

" ' ■ ' - ' - . • 

All, therefore, that, I conceive, your lordfiitp 

can build upon this fad, is, that ** though the 

•* jjtcs themfelvcs were fuperllitious, yet might 

*< they ftill have a good efFeA in briogiog the 

" thoughts of religion to mens minds, and ia 

* being fubfervient to promote the reality and 

" p&wer of it." To which I would humbly 

anfwer: 

' J. That the r^fi///y and ^^w/r of heathenifm 
was little wotth promoting by any means : and 
what the philofophy of thofe times and countries 
contributed towards the bettering of the humaa 
heart, was founded upon principles (as I doubt 
not but your lordlhip wery well knows) which. 

^^Mo^-ent mihi haheOy qucqus turn, fimuhxehrum alh 
itii9t-&ei inter UbeiUs can^ium gefie^rti iique diekue 
ttfiis^hure i^ Miro tsf aliquoxuh Vi^imis Jufp ican f 
iay$"^/*/^/Aj, [^Apolog. pag. 296, Lugd. Bat. 1623] 
at a time vvhen paganifm had received its finifliingj 
touches from the refinifig Plalofiifls. Thelearned 
Mr. fVarluxUn has fitggeiled, on very CQOipetctit evi* 
dence, that Apu tius\ adverfary was a Chri^ian ; this 
evidence is founded on the remarkable contraflf be- 
tween the ewe men in point of revennce for relig'^iu 
f^rms ; the ttfe a^d valpe of which a whole college 
<?f J^Jmts could oot fet fonh with more elegance^ 
peninance» or colour of reafon^ than 19 done in this 
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deme little honotfr to the popular re%ion tn€ 

%. That I am very crediUy ioforaied by th< 
Icflitnony of St. Paul and St. Petir^ that the 
heathen fuperftition had no fach good effisfb 
The former of thefe apoftles, writing to the 
Epkefiansy fays that tbi uncpnvtrtid Gentile^m/i^ 
f i in the vanity of th/tr miads^ hofuing tbi undtf^ 
J^anding darkined^ being alienated from the i^itM 
OF God, through the ignorance that was in them^ 
hecaufe of the blindnefs of their heart: and that 
hting paji feelings they gave themfelves 9ver unto 
lafiivioi'/aefSf to worki?// uneleawtefs ufitbgreedif 
nefs. Chap, isr, 17, iS» 19* ^ 

' And left it (hould be thought '^^\, thefe Gen^ 
tiles might be no regular obfervers oiforms^ tha 
(amc apoflle fpeakingof c/*^r Gentiles who were 
carried away unta dumb idols^ even as thej^zuere 
ted (that IB to fay, who were under all the in* 
fluencc of idolatry, and confequently parties in 
all the forms and fuperftitions of it) fays 06 
them, that they "wtxt fornicators^ adultirerSf ef- 
feminate^ abufers of themfilves with maiskind^ 
thieves^ covetous, drunkardsy revllerSy extortioners, 
I Cor. xii. 2. and chap. vi. 9, 10, 1 1, 

. The time pajl of our ///>, fays St. Peter, mff 

jfuffice us to have wrought the will of the Gpntiles,; 

;. \ whin 



i$(fifn ♦' we^Mtdih hfmnw^ft^ hjh^t^^ji rf 
Icuff/, revillingSt banquiilngSy afid iAomikMell^vi^ 
t ATRIES : fVlnrein thif thinJt itjiraffgg ihatyou 
ftmnmmik4bmnf^/amiticcifirftUt. i Pet; 
Chap. iv. 3, 4. ' *, 

This tcftimony of the apoftle Peter is the 
more confiderable, as it proves that thefe Gen- 
tiles were not only under no reftraints in the(e 
erfaitiflal excelKs from the forms of their owa 
idig{on,btit even wotidered there (holildbe aiiy 
mhr religion, which prohibited Ihe fame fort of 
QcentionGaefs : and this was indeed a relkflioa 
that would naturally occur to thofe^ who laid,fc| 
much firef$ 00 the form TSi^face of what they 
accounted religion, as \omix it \t\\!(i buftnefs^ 6^, 
vil forms, diverjions^ &c. So much of ihtfac^ 
zuiJormcov\A have no other effeA but to ex-, 
tingai(h the fpirit and power of religioni^ evec^ 
where the principles of it were much better.^ , ,. 

* There is op reafoA for (ranflating this paflage bjM 
fr# nvalkeJ I the participle vtTro^iVMfH^i W mons 
agrees with ii/x)» than with Id^tf*: and Peitr himftlt 
never tbiti walked: and xW the apofUe miglitceiit)' 
deicend to rank himfelf with thofe who had in iosi* 
degree wrought the will of the Gentiles heretofore^ 
]f^t wimid he hardly charge himfelf with thefe fp^i- 
fical ciiffles. It would theref^e, perhaps^ be betief' 
to render it. iodelinitely, wttbo have walked: ja tb«» 
^^/ edition of the Greek TeiVamenty 15439 inAea^ 
af wnrogtvyAv^i', it is •sro^it;o/>(fvtfv; and Curcellaus^ (P^''* 
ImfHi on betteir aathority/ hath pot this anie^? his 
vf r^lis readings. If this latter is the trufi; readingf 
t^e walking is limited to the Gentiles only. 
* - Let 



« t<> fli<yt 4e9<3^ons five tiM^ btema moniiAg 
«*iifid cTcmog.*' 

Yp lhi$ obfervation I will take the liberty, to 
fubjoiD a larger portrait of this pepple and tjj^ir 
Y^gion, 4raw& by the band of a moft el%s(Qt», 
qmdid and fenfible ^riter» aod a |plc|gyrn%A of. 
dkc church of £»^Ai«^. ,. , . 

«• Thdr f the Mdhomeiaff] religion is framed 
<< to keep i)p great outward gravity and foliiim- 
«t5|ii\y, without begetiiftg the Icaft tinfftiiT^bf 
«♦ Wifdoai oi* Ttrtua id thie' mind. YdtfUlalf 
t« b&te thcrii at th^ir hbtiri of prayer twHidfi ate' 
« fl>«/m day ahvays) addreffing thentfelvet^td 
^-^.thdrdevoiioof with the moft folemo^ aiid'd^-' 
^deal wa&ittgs, always in thc^i6bft ■(>t[BKc 
••pikes, where tooft people are paflfiig^iifth* 
•♦^moft lowly arid moil regulai- proftratioc^ilirfj* « 
•«^a hdtlbw tone; nvhich arc aracmgft tbftait^fe' 
••great otcelleocks of prayeir, i Mi^^etf 
•• them, in an affcaed charily, give monejr |o 
••bird Catchers (who make a trade of^'itytp r»»' 
•« fl«e the poorcaptiv^ to thehr haOiW 
^ty' ; and at the fame time hold their own jrfavcs 
«« lAtbehewFleAf bondage* ^; Aft^«t€KlierlJ)tacs 
•^ thty wOl boy fle& toreOcvefn^i^kt d^an^ 

•* cats: 
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%i9i:irtbtek wa]^thefe eallern aaeions bat^car* 
^(^ULf the iBoft ex^sifies rhetorie of ttaj pto- 
** pk opoo earth* They know hardly aoy 
^ pieafare but that of the fixth feore. And yet 
<<^vAh all tbiS) they are incredibly conceited of 
<* their own rdigioo, and contemjpmou^ of that 
^bf others; wfaith I take to be the great arti- 
** fioe of fhfl devil to keep them bis own. They' 
^ are a perfed vifible comment upon oar bldf> 
<< fedliord's de&ription of the J^ivijh pharifecs^ 
<< Id a word, Ivft, arrogant^, covetoolnefs, aad 
^ihe molt exqoiftte hypocrify complete tb^r 
*f .(Rafter. The only thing that ever I could '^ 
^i qbl^rye to commend in tbeoi) is the 4HitwtHrd^ 
M decency of their carriage, the profoand r^** 
**. IfKft they pay to religion and to every rlbiog* 
^jreladng (O it, and their great temperance ai^d 
•.Irjigafity*.?' For which two m9ral vlfimeg^ 
^e^^hift9rian may perhaps be thooght to^yo^ 
^Aciij^lly fcfoanted without having rccop)^^ 
1^^ influence of their religlODsyirM/. 

^ Hero* my lord, >ve feem to have every thit^g. 
iMviGte to the efficacy of fprms \ here fa great .' 
gjrnviqr and' folemnitjof appetmce, conftancx. 

pim^¥mmM% 4MI kUtr in Mr. Q^ff^ of £iw 

and 
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Md r4gtiwMf4f pc tfcHn »x e» fmqMncj of oc- 
cmrraiee, wMi « mhittirto bf nettgiM m im;^, if 
not all parts oP ootmaoQ Itfe ; aod what Is the 
coofaqmice > Ndt khe leaft4kiattne iff wMUom 
or ifrtue begot m the miad ; «i acffbAed elwrl- 
tf, iiteiedd, for h'tfdi aad beafts, but the «•' 
tKOed cmelty to the human kind ; a detrent 
refpeA for tl^tr ofwa reiigioO) bot « petuknt 
eoDtempcfor (re^^o' reli^on t^t their owa $ and 
horrid eiceaatiOQS denounced npoD dtofe who 
profds any other. The hearts of theie men, fo 
lowly » fo folemp, fo pundual a«d focrltkal in 
their devotioDS» are flill the receptacles of luft^ 
arrogance^ avarice, and the moft exquiilte hj« 
ppcrify.- 

From the Turls then your lordfhip's arga-' 
ment can reccive.no aid ; perhaps we may fup- 
cccd belter among the komcv Cathlhks. — V la, 
^' Roman Catholick countries, peoplecanoot pafs 
**a day without haying rxi<igion recalled to 
•*• thdir thoughts by fome or oth' r menr)orial of 
♦''it J by fome ceremony or public religious. 
•* form occurring in their way : befides their* 
<< frequent holidays^ riie (hort prayers they ure 
*^ daily called- to, ^nd the occafiooal .devotions. 
^\ enjoined by con^/Tors." 

^ Tbis^nyJord, isrthe pafAge, which (tak^n 
dong^wiih your lordfhip's pofmons above laid 

down) 



r 



,4owa} may veil giveoccafioQ of uraoiphto the 

'4»apiib» :adof grief and re^toieiit toall-^ood 

.cbriftians and true prot^ants : For if true re* 

ii^im caofiot be prdferved amooginen withooc. 

f&rmi I 9A6:M ibe fn^ent occurrence offerms in 

f$m§4mjteme •r ether^^ardfimanymdmmutkht 

'4$*beii men i$ repent^ ^nd t9 go$d «ffr« 4o grtwiei^ 

-^er^ ^ CMTequence nmft he^ that the Remijk 

»feIigtOQ«.Jiavtn^in9rf of tbefe ioftaoces and W-e 

frequent occorrences of fonm, is better thaa 

x>ther religions^ which have/m/rofthefe m- 

ftances and occurrences. 

Nor is any thing faved by the iater7entioQ of 
the Pagans and Turks ^ as if your lord (hip ta- 
tended we fliould make no other ufe of the Ro* 
man CaihoHcks than of the other two ; what your 
lordflitp had cabled fuperfilthn m the former, 
^becomes in thi^ period, relioioi^, and reli- 
gious FOR«rs, which the paptfts pretendrag^ia 
their fyfiem, to connect with Cbriftianity, and 
yoar lordfliip giving no hint that this is no more 
than a pretence, a plain reader muft needs take 
this as fpoken by your lordfbip of the means and 
memmais of trub religion, and will accord* 
iogly coofider thefe as recommended to hia 
pradice and imitation. 

Here it is likely your lordfldp may remon* 

* firate, aad fay» that jc^ have exprefly diflfa- 

VOL. IV» ^ guUhed 
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.guitbed the fuperjlitim of the Roman Caiholici$ 
from their rfligim in the very next words. The 
words are.thcfi?. ** By these means" [i. e. 
by thefe iD€;iDorial<9 cereiooQies, public religious 
forms, frequent holidays, fliort prayers and de* 
votions enjoined by confeflbrsj ** their 'faper- 
<> ftitioa Anks deep into thip mtod$ of the 
, ** people, and [by thefc meAn^] their rcligioA 
'« alfo into the minds of fucb among them ^ 
, «* arc ferious and w.cU difpofed/^ 

But if your lordlhip holds with, the church 
of England, (asimuft needs believe you do) that 
t^Q memrials^ ceremcnus, &c. of popery are yir- 
f£rJiUiQU$ 2Ln^ fond things, the meavs and the 
fuperftitloni in that cafe, are one and the fai^e 
thing, and to be confidered in this fentencc no 
otherwife than ^s a common and convenient 
vebicU of religion, neccffary to fink it deep info 
. fbe minds of the/emus and well-di/fofed. 

And does your lord (hip think; i^fuperjpition be 

!. once allowed to do this good fervice for trjjc 

. |-elJgion, that it would not quickly lofe that in- 

\ vidious name, and be called (as indpied it would 

^ell deferve) by the more refpeflable appellation 

of necejfary and important externals f And tbf n 

I who would liot lament the fate and the folly of 

unhappy £«^A?»^ for throwing fo many of thefc 

valftabU m^mfrials \o the moles and to the katts ? 

Who 
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^;^o would not deplore her blindneft in bchig 
guided by a rul6 of faith aod edificatron which 
gives her authority to treat thefe memorials, aad 
every thiog like unto tbem^ ia the very mafioer 
ihe iias done I 

1 am not, my lord, of the ocimber of thoic 
who deny to any people their joft commenda- 
tions in the regular pra6tice and reverend pro» 
fedien of their religion, 4>ecatt(e it differs ^m 
miHe* But, to fpeak my heart's thoughts, I 
cannot afFord to bellow any more or any other 
praile on the papl^s, than juft what the rngeni- 
005 Mr. Maundrell above-cited hath given to, 
the Turisyviz. Thai, -generally fpeaking, ^ ^n;- 
found rifpe(Si is paidJfjf thsm U tiiir own fort of 
religion^ and to cutty thing relating to it. But if 
there is any tin£lure of true wifdam, ^jtrtue^ or 
fietyxvi the individuals ot that communion (as I 
truft there may be a great deal) I will be free to 
fay, they derive it not either from the gtniusy or 
t^ nwda of PoP£RV> which I hold with the 
great and good archbifliop Tillotfih to be, *' in 
•* the whole complex of it, a corruption of the* 
•* whole deCgn of ChrifUanity *." Whoever 
amonj; them a£ls according to the gofpel of 
Chrift, deferts, in that ioftance at leaft, the ge- 
nuine principles of the church o{ Rome, which, 

• Bilhop Burnetts ferroon at his funeral, p. 9. • 
E 2 being 
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bemg adhered to and followed as far as die 
voold carry her ^KXaries, 'will kaVe no man obe 
moral or cbriAian prindpie to a6{ vpoo ; aU 
fifth and duty, as is moil notorious, being re- 
folved, in that church, under the pretence of 
infalJibiUty, into an implicit belief of, and blind 
obedience to the d9 Prints and commandm$nls of 
inen. 

As to particular papifls, whatever their pri- 
vate fentiments or perfonal dirpoiitions may be^ 
it is well known, they muH; no longer continue 
to conduct thcmfelyes by tbife^ than holy church 
forbears to call them to her fervlce on fome 
particular emergency ; when that happens, aU 
private obligations of jufiice and mercyy mud at 
once evaporate. Of this that unhappy prince 
Jant^s ILhas been given as an example by more 
than one of our htdorians. And if to this 
there is one exception ia the whole range dt 
.popery, if there is a man, who, at the hazard 
,of the cenfures of his church) will venture to do 
juftice or (hew nitf cy to a proteffant, upon the 
true Chriftian principle of difinterefted charity, 
^I will open my arms to embrace him as a bro- 
ther, and require no other proof that he is no 
laore a papift than the mufti of Aleppo. 

• It would be well indeed for Popsry if it gould 
fiandafair trial mth Mabomtjfin* The muflful- 

maa 



mail is as clear of idolatry m bis worfliip, aod i$ 
fo far hoaeft ia. bis religious maltce, as he>bas 
the precTcpc aod exaoaple of his prophet for pro« 
pagatiog his religioa by fire aad fword, and for 
treatlDg all tbofevtrh execration \vho do Dot 
conform to it ; bat what name is bad enbugh for. 
ihdk vrba would fix ihefe infamous characters 
and principles on the meek and benevolent Je^ 
fiit^ the gracious Saviour of the world, who 
ctQie into it to feelc and to fave- that which 
was loft, and not to deAroy men's lives, but to 
preferve then», whether they would receive him- 
or not \ 

The excellent prelate fo often quoted, and 
who had ftudied popery to the very entrails^ 
was fo far from your lordfliip's o^^xrixoTHhat itt 
ixternal forms funk riHghn deep in mens minds^ 
that ^^he thought (as bis right reverend eulogill 
•« has informed us) the idolatry and fuperflitionr 
^< of the church of Romt^^i^ enervate true piety 
^ and morality ; and that their cruelty wasfucb 
^ a contradiAion to the meeknefs of Chrijt^ and 
^ to that love and charity which he made the* 
^ charaAer and dtftindioQ of his difdplcs and 
^ foUowera» that he refolved to facrifice every. 
** thing, but a good coi^ciencci in a caufe Am: 
*^ which be wasrefolvied, if it fiiould come ta 
^ extremities, to be a facrifice bimfelf.'' 

£ 2 ^ .Bon 
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Biit perhaps tbefe opinions were only^- 
Jhi^ns of the trmes, fetibnable enough for the 
days of thofe xealons prelates ; poffibly tug may 
know better, and have fome reafoa to believe 
that popery is become a iarm and peaaabk *, as 
well as an edifying fuperAittoK. Believe it who 
will for me, I (hall fiill contmne to make it a 
petition in my daily prayers, that neither we 
nor our pofterity may have occafioo to try. 

Here it may befaid that tne idificatUn is not 
placed to the account oijuperftiiion^ by your 
lordftiip, but (imply to the numttr znAfnquencj 

• So Mr. IVorthingUn^ Effay on the fcbme and 
i^nduQ^ Sec, of man^s rtdempiion^ p. ij6. To tbt 
fa£t a facisfa^ory ani^ver has been given» in a 
fjnall p-ecc intitled, " The true Spirit of Popery 
difpiayed/' printed 1746;' and another more at 
length, in a pamphlet printed in the &ne year, 
'oiz, "Popery always the fame/*— But hCTC it 
may be proper tc /edify a fmall miftake in the iirft 
page of the foraier of thefe pieces. The excellent 
author of the Confiderannm on the ft ate of the <world^ 
&c. there cited, hns indeed exprefled hia hopes, that 
the cruel fpirit ho'h of Papery and Mabomgti/m may 
' be abated ; and for the ground o^ tbc^ hope$ with 
refpeft to the Pafifts he cites Mr. ^P^orthingtqn^ as, 
above, and, with refpedl 10 the Mahofnettins; Dili's 
sotes oa the Kormn ; and confequently.is no farther' 
anfwerable for the fafls than thefe authorises will 
fupport them. For the reft, this honefl and worthy 
writer, not attending to Dr. i«at*s context and re- 
ference, has put Mr » ff^erttingtoH'& words into rhe 
mouth of Mr. Snie, who is only an.evid/ence for the 
Mahometans^ and a 'belter, I doubc> than i\iQ pafifts 
Jk4lK to produce. 

of 
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q( ihck memprsals^ If this is yoar k>rdSiip*s 
meaamg, I haoiblf apprehend it (hoald have 
been differently expreflcd ; and fome ioftanctf 
given of a religious fyftem whh an equal num-^' 
ber and variety of rites which are void of fu- 
perftiiion -, but fuch an inftance, I believe, 
would be hard to find ; and after all I am afraid 
ttiat when we" want to illuftrate any thing of 
this kind, we muft ftill bring our examples from 
Romaa-catho}tck countries *» 

And therefore, to do as much juftice to this 
f^lea as may be, let us afk, bow comes it t&at 
tbefcr memorials are fb numerous SLnd/ngtuni ia 
Romao-catbolick countries i The plain reafoi^ 
of which appears to be iht frequent and niinve- 
fous fwarms of ecclefiaflicks in thefe countries, 
who would have nothing to do if they were not 
thus employed, and (what would tc worfe to 
them than that) who would have no pretence to 
amafs and appropriate to themfelves tbofefump* 
tuotts palaces and large poflciEons they enjoy, 

* Out infiance of tbis we have indeed in cor o«im 
country exhibited in Deacmh catechifms;. but this 
performance having in it •• rather more foppery and 
** fiiperftition, than is to be found in the/9/y»»ritBaV 
will not help in the prefent exigency. They who 
d«(ife to fee an abridgement of this work* may £nd a 
very ufefol one in Ih-. MiidUtonh preface to his Bit^ 
marit oa /<uv Pampklefs^ &c. 

E 4 if 
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if ihej cQuld noi perliiade the people that tfcetr | 

fundion was QecefTary to keep Dp the fe^/i of 
religion ia their miods by this variety in the 
fcr/n aadyirr of ir« 

I lay no flrefs here, my lord, upon the fuper- j 

flitious nature of the rites which thefe men per- 
form. Some of their ufages may be as innocent | 
and as edifying as fome of ours ; and whether ' 
they arc or no, they have that reputation, and 
rauft have it among thofe who would edify by 
them. 

Whi^ I infift 4ipoQ is, that tbefe memcriob 
ooiild not be fo /hpuntfy occurring infinum' 
f^nc4 crotbiT, without tfaitabie oomber of loea 
who have nothing elfe to do but to ply the pt€>^ 
p!e with them ; and who are accordingly ftf 
free for this purpofe not only from family-^ 
cares, but from all public charges befides. 

Now the aecoufit we have <tf thefe men, eirea^^ 
from ferious, well difpofed and fenfible petrfeilt' 
in thefe very countries, is, that a large majority * 
of them are idle and' ufelefs drones, and too oftea 
worfe ; that they are many of them intolerable 
intumbrances on the liberty and toduftry of 
mtich better mto than themfclvcs ; that they * 
occ^Hon great inconveniencies and diforders in 
private families, even by the influence of thefe 

mittwriaUi 



,mgmmalsi and chat, opoQ the whole, the edifi"* 
c^oD of their miaidry iria no reafoaabk pro-^ 
portioo to the fcandal of their lives. 

Perhaps, my lord, it might be poflible to de-- 
vifea ritua] as fall oimemortah aDdcircumfiaa-- 
tials as the Romau^.2niL which might have no-^ 
thiDg of what your lord(hip may call fuperflition 
in it : But if ftillwemuft have 4 proportionable- 
number of men to difcharge the offices pre*. 
fcribed in it, how ihall we avoid thefe griev- 
ances, occafioned, as it fhould feem, by amnl* 
titude of fuch men i The ecclefiafliclcs of the* 
popilh cberch are ciertainly bound 10 good be- 
kavionr by as ftriA and fotemn oaths, profeT-- 
fions^ fiibfer^ttons, vows, and rules of tb^r 
ftiveral ord«frs, as ilispoffible tolay upon htmiaa< 
:^ents. And^ yet^ alHt feems, witbool< the de^ 
fired effed. 

T^pOD the wlK>Iei my lord, the more I con/iJ^ 
der thefe tnftances, t^e lefs am I able to concetvc^* 
fer what purpofe your li^dfliip referred to them, * 
er whm praSical v£t (confiilent with oar chrif- 
ilan prdfcffion) we can make of them* 

The^emals of paganifm bave no better 

Bame given them in the New Tefiament thw' 

tfbiminak/i iJolairits\ and from thefe what your 

lot dlhip paUs the mamriah of popery, have> the 

E 5j veryy 
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vtry mbft of Ihem, been derived by very coitf 
fclent judges^ and in a very legitimate pedr 
grcc. Thcfe then are equally ufelefs to usr 
Were they eVer fo full of edification, the Very 
Caft and temper of chriflranity profiibrts the 
adoption of thejn j they are the tradttrons and 
commandments of men j and what can we con- 
trive that will be equivalent to them in number 
and frequency^ which will not be liable to 'the- 
iame objeAion i ~ 

The TurHJh wafliings and other circvinAan- 
tials partake more of t\ke.jewijh formality : But 
this, your lordihip knows, is gone^ never to be 
recalled by chrijiians. Thekf ray^rs in public 
places, and where moft people are pai&ngi^ have 
isk cenfure from our bleflfed Locd, which wili 
f6r eve^ difcredit the tiice^ practice among biy, 
difciples. \ 

If your lordftiip only meant in generaFto 
ibggeft that our religion fliould have z great 
tttd confp'tcmus part as \^11 as theirs, wp muA 
call for your lordfliip's authority for tkt^, nob 
from the third of fourth ctqiuries, bui frogib 
the Scripcures. If this was required of chrif • 
tiaus, it is'-ftrange that our Lord (bould promife 
Im cfpecial prefence where onfy two or 
THREE were gathered together in his oame.^ 
If this was to.b^ ordered by.councilsi fathers^ 

and 




tfed bi(hop$ in ages poftcrlor to the 
why fhould,our Lord lay all the ftrcfi 
fhipplng God in/pjrittind in truih^ i. 
ding to the word, of God F John xvli. 
>vhy (hould he direft his hearers to go 
the meaning of thofe Milords of Gc 
prophet, I will ha?c mercy afid not 
A/a/. ix. tj. ' 

Again, if a gt^at ariff cdnfpkuous pdi 

gion ^as neceffary, why did not the 

fake the appointment of it upon themf 

rather why did they fay fo many thlnj 

courage fuch appointment ?' To what 

was Stephen'^ obfervaiJon that the n, 

dwclLtb rnrt in. UmfUs made with hands 

Aould St. Paul add to this obfervat 

God is not werjhipped oY m'mijtend to t 

hands J as though hi needed any thtftg-^ 

' fhould he obferve that the kingdom of C 

mat and drink f , 1. c. is of a dtffercn 

from that kingdom which ^^Wtf«/)^/» t, 

drinks y ond divers wajhings and carna. 

Kakc ts IMPOSEI) until the time cf Rt: 

rioN § ? Why fliould thefe mcfl fay al 

after this time of rcfbrmation, oiLr ma; 

Ccmpl^, ^tbir confpicttoos ordmanc^ 

♦ A6\s vij. 48. f Cliap. xvii, 25, 
xiv. 17. i Hcb. ix. io# 
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iumptuou^ miDidrations and fervices of 
bands were to be impc/fd.sa hecefiary to ptsTertrc 
teligioo among maakind ? 

The fptf k and tenor of what Ghrift and bis 
apodles taught in this matter, is not only la 
imiform and confiftent throughout with the reft 
of the chriflian dirpenration» but is fo fully juf* 
tified in point of wifdom by the jsroduft of a 
contrary (pint in the chrtiliaa church, a» for 
ever to dUcredit the idle pretence, that the 
£mplidty of the chriflian worihip, enjoined and 
implied in the gofpel, was only accommodated 
to the beginnings of it ; to the times of poverty 
and dilhrefs. Was it not as eafy for the apo« 
files t(y have provided for kttir times, if ctbe^ 
provifions were neceflary for cthir times f Did 
^ey not forefee what the exigencies of future 
times would be? Ha/ve not the apoftles hXd 
every thieg that may point out the fpirit^ the 
9rdinancny the eorruptions^ the crutlty of the 
church of R^m^ and even the very impefior at 
the head (^ it ^ And can any one doubt but 
they would: have precluded all this, and regui* 
kted the plan of the chrifliiui church by a pre«^ 
cife and authentic ritual, if mon of tbis kind 
bad been either «neceflary or expedient tha» 
what they have left behmd them in theic 

Alas^ 



AlaSi my lord^ they fbiiiid by fdo forrowfut^ 
experience the fad effe^s of the pride and 
hypocrify la which aa attachment to and reve- 
rence ioTconf^awus esLtemals ended s they had 
foffictent warning from their heavenly mafter^ 
and were not without a mt afqre of fagacity 
themfelves todtficovcr, that thielike<»ifeawo!nld 
always have- the like effeftsf and were not 
Hkely to fet reHgion once OK>rc upon a bottom 
which had fo miferably faikd. It ]$ too eri^^ 
dent, I donbt, for the juftificaiion of thefe latter 
ages, that they never tliought of this grgat zxA 
con/picuats (bperftns6hire> as i» tbe leaft expe-» 
dieat fbr^ or ev^ void of miichief to the abrif-r 
tian charch-; and if their fecceflfors had cdi-^ 
tinted thetn&Ircs to have enjoyed and tef^itim 
its original iimplicity, there would,.! a» per*** 
fiiaded, by this time have been hetl» merr 
chriftians in the world, and better forts of themy 
than ouc later ialijafiical ^s/ilw have (ro** 
ducedi 

And nowj my lixd, after fi> mock foggeAed 
by your lordihip in favour of the Raman daba* 
lick religion, it was natural to expeA your brd^- 
ihip, ia fpeaking of our reformation, (hould 
throw the balance pretty flrong)y in favour of 
thaU by a full and concife reprefentation of the 
ccrorsand corruptions which^gave occafion to it: 

What 
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What your lordftiip has thought fit to fay otf 
that head is, that '« our reformers xx)nfideri*bg 
** that fomcof ihefc obfefvaoces were in them- 
V felves wrong and fupirftitious^ and others of 
«« them m^d€ fuhfervitnt to the purpofes of fu-^ 
^* perniiioti, aboliftied them." 

Why truly, my lord, this is no good report that 
Wi hear of tbefe things^ b« neither is it a very 
bad one. There may be fqme room to doubt, 
whether it be quite bad enovgb to bear oqr re-^ 
forikiers out in this ateliticn^ efpecially of thofa 
things which' on«ly might be made fuhfirvient xo 
the purpc^es of fuperftliioo \ for thefe very ob- 
fcpvances themfelves being in their Xmxvl fuhfer^ 
%Un% to the furpojes of true religion, ic might be 
aflcedff who made our reformers judges In fo 
cctticri a ca6 \ If the obfervances of popery 
were i^^^.mmns.difirAir^ religion d$ep in the 
minds of ferrous and well^difpofed perfmsf was ie 
afttfficient caufe to ifeparate a whole natioo- 
from the church in pofleffion, that feme of thefe 
obfervances were ifteenud by our reformers to 
be fctpetftitious \ Is the chnrch of England b^r« 
felf contented with this meafttre from the dif-^ 
fenters, wlio have over and over objcSed to» 
fome of our obfervances in words^ full as ftrong 
as thefe of yotrr lordftiip ? And how have they 
been aofwcred ? Why, we foy, that admit thi» 
lo be the cftfe^ vi^, ^^ that feme of oar cere?- 



^ momc$ or obfcrvaaccMrc wrong and .fupcr- 
«* flilious/' yet is not rhk a f^fficknt caofe of 
fe.paration;.fuc4? acapfeas will acquit them of 
|he guUj of feJ^ifEp, .U4>lefs ih«y c^i ajfp prpve 
Ibefe obfervaoccs Xohe/mfu^ which, I trow, it 
will be b«-d to prove of any thiog, which u a 
meaqs of. promoting true religion. . 

An ingenious gentlcroao, and one, who, if! 
miftake not, has full as much rcfpefl for external 
forms as they defcrve, feems to me to haue put 
ibis affair upon a very, different footing, in fpme 
conjiderat'ionsoi a later date than your lordflvip's 
charge* 

*« Indeed,*' feys he, « if idolatry was to. ht' 
•< now rooted out as it was in 4hf reign of j&rf. 
** ward Vl; and an ionupficrabJe ffjuliitude of 
«< other, corruptions, aadT thofe of the inoft hei- 
«* nous nature, to be removed, or cefprmad, the 
« fecular powers, in cafe the clergy could not 
** be pcrfuaded to examine their own ftate, 
«* ^ould h^excu&blcj agd fcyn^cthing.morc tban 
*^ expcrfable, in (iolngjit for ttcm,;Md in rcfca. 
^ ing religion from Ajch' ^bcyninatioos^^ even-ja 
*^ bppofiijon, lio^ onfy to' the majority, but to 
*♦ the whole body of the clergy ♦.'* 

' *//*A*r"^ii"P*^^^ Confid^raliona en the free aitd 
€^m Uifviuifitioiis, pag, 4» 

^9 thi$ 
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This IS honourable to» and a foil joftificatlov ' 
of oar refonnerSb loflead of fome wrong and 
fitperfiitiais obfisihrances, and others fui/ervlent 
h the purpefis of fiip€rftitioo> there were, it 
feemSy idolatry aod an irniurmrabk multitude of 
other corruptions and ahominetiom of the 177^^ 
hiinous naturi to be rooted out j which, furely^ 
was enough in all confciience to juftify a refor-^ 
mation b; the tnterpofiiion of any^ clafs of men. 

But now, my lord, on the foppofidon thar 
^our lord(hip has told us the ubck truth,^ how 
will this gentleman eome at his cbnclufion ? I^ 
the obfervances of popery were barely wrongy 
Juftrftitious^ or tending that fvay^J greatly fuf- 
peft this cmfiderer Would have thought the fe*^ 
cular powers a little premature in theiur interpo- 
fitioU) (ince he feems to be pretty clear that our 
fecular reformers are only to be juftified on th^ 
fuppofition that things were in the diforder he 
bath reprefented« 

On the other hand> my lord,, thia gentle* 
man's premiffes will equally dtftrefs your lord^^ 
fliipin thek turn; for if the inemorials^ an4' 
obfervances pf popery are no better than id^^ 
trlei^ (orruptions^ and abominations of the mqflf 
heinous nature^ by what kind of operation viiW 
they become the means of making religion, at-^ 
^ diftiA- 
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difliaguiAied^ffotD fvperflilhm^ £&k <£eep into 
the minds of the (trtoos and vineU**iHrpofed ? 
Your brdfliip goes oq? 

" Our reformers (having aboliftied the obfcr- 
" vances hcfore^mentioned) reduced the form 
*' of religion to great fimplicity, and enjoined 
" no more particular rules, nor left any thing, 
"more, of what was external in religion, than. 
**' was, in a manmr^ neceflary to preferve a fenf? 
^* of .religion itfclf upon the minds of the 
•♦ people." - 

Not quite yS man^ rules or externals, I fliould 
think, if what goes before and what foUows be 
true: But to let that pafs as none of my buii-. 
oefs^; your lord/hip by this account of our rulu 
and externals fcems to bear extremely hard oa 
great numbers of ferions and, to all ap^arance^ 
wcll-difpofed perfons. 

Your lordfliip has been reminded above of a 
people, profeffiogchriAianity, called qaakers *: 

Befidei 

♦ It is fo far out of all orthodox rule to allow the 
Quakers to bechriftiana, that I am right glad, on this 
occafion, to borrow a little authority from a late fen- 
fib'e writer, whofe judgment no man will call in 
qoeflioD who has any tendernefs for his own. The 
writer, I incan, is the reverend Mr. ^dams^ the 
aothorof a late eflay inanfwcr to Mr. Humih eflay 
oa Miracles. This Mr* Hkm, it feemf, lays claim 

to 
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feefidesthefe, are many thoufands of proteftatrt 
diflenters in this kiogdom : There is too tbff 
body of the Scottijh Daiion^ and great number^ 
in proteflant countries and commaoions abroad^ 
among whom the form of religion is rednced to 
much greater fimplicity, who have not fo manf 
particular rules, and have much hfs of what it 
external rn religion, than what was left ns by 
our reformers, nor have they any thing equiva- 
lent to many of our rules and externals. 

Shall we fay of thefe that they have not t 
fenfe of religion itfelf prcferved upon their 
minds ? How is this to be proved i and who^ 
among us wrTI undertake h ? That is to fay, 
who win undertake to fhew in uihat rnanmr our 
rules and externals arc neajfary to preferveafinfi 
0f religion upon the human xn/W, whkh, I foppofei 
ki refpe^.of impreffions from external religiovy 

to the Quakers ai fellow-profefTors with him in xht 
mydcvy of Dei/m, To which Mr, Adams anfwersv 
V It 18 certain that the Quakers j^ofcfs tk9 belief of 
y cltriilianity as univerfally as any fedl whatever* 
" And what right has the author [Mr. Hume] to 
** charge a whole body of men with fuch flagrant 
** infjncerity.** ^^j'* pag, ijo. I o return for this 
little aid, and to make Tome amends for mentioning 
i\^ name in a pamphlet, whofe rabjc£i is not of the 
re/peSiahh fort, I do hereby give that gentleman, ray 
poor, but moft hearty and fincere thanks for. this and 
i^v^ry oiher pailage iahisaccaraie and ooaDfwerable 
ciTay. 
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IS, in moft of the common people of all deno- 
minations, framed and capacitated pretty mach 
alike? 

I will not be poCtive what fome of our high 
charchmeamay have afTerted and maintain'dia 
this matter of rules and externalsy becaufe I have 
not all the books of our very warm apologilts at 
hand : And I know too that fome of the warmeft 
of them have been difclaimed and given up by 
others who are warm enough thcmfelves *. Of 
Our externals thefe defenders have faid> that they 
arc inmcenty figwficant^ and expedient \ conducive, 
and (perhaps fome of them may have added) 
necejffkry to the bene effi of the vifible church : 
Bat to make them in any manner mcejfary to pre* 
fervi afenfe of religion upon the minds of the people, 
h a flrain of merit, which, I fancy, very few of 
our higheft chorcbmen have ventured to afcribe 
to them. 

- Ii (hould ftenf» however, that ^nr earlier re- 
fiormers tbemfelves had no fucb notion of this 
ufe and virtue of our forfns and externals : The 
remMii% biilories.of thofe tiq^es aRbrd us faf • 
£cienc proofs that fome of the bed and wifeft 
of them would not, if ihcy could have help'd it^ 
Eave left us fo much* And even fuch of them 

• 60 McHf^SLue^ Hiylift, ^kim^ike ind Pa*i r afc 
given up by Dr. Ntcholi» Defiance,. p a g. 168, i^« 

as 
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as laboured the other way, have left reafoos of 
arery different fort from thisfugg^fted byypur 
lord(hip« 

Tn the donvocattoaof 1562, it was debated, 
as we are told by biftiop Burnett whether the 
greaten part of our feAivals, the erofs in baptifm, 
kneeling at the cotnmunion, the furpltce and 
organs, were to be retained or dropt. And the 
queftion, it feems, was carried y^r thefe extcr- | 
nals but by one vote of a proxy, whofe prin- 
cipal, it is probable, knew Utile of the debate ; | 
and of thofe who were prffent the majority were 
again ji the rites f. 

We likewife learo from the fame right reve« 
rend hiftorian, that the Angle realbn for ^ retain*' 
ing thefe forms^ entered in the record of. tiiefe 
proceeding?, is, that *^ the laying them afide,. 
** would be contrary to the auiborizfd book of | 
** Common-prayer." Whence it appears that 
even they who oppofed the abrogation of thefe 
things, did not fo immedtetely think (^ their 
HiceJJiiy to priferve a finft of religion upon tht 
mind$of the people^ as of the danger of a pra^ 
mienire^ of which this c0ntocatk)Q fiood' it* 
great awe, as appears by the pofifcrlpt (vb^ 
Joined to their &bfcr>pd<Mi of the XXXIX. 
articles *. 

'I^ Hift* Refbrmat, voUirL pag^^joi^ 303. 
• Bennet'i eflky, pag.. igS* - , 

Coo* 
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Coocermqg one of i\itltfifrms there Is a re- 

taarkable .p$flligc in one of iriihop Taylor's 

fcooks, wjucb «ay help us to conceive the vilde 

I put upon ibi^s of ibis fort bjr the church of 

I England httitX. <« Tbef-e is rekfoa .to cele- 

« brai»Md honour/* %$ he, " the wifdom 

" and prudence of the church of E^gkHd^ 

** which hath in all her offices retained but one 

" ritual, or ceremony, that is not of divine or- 

^« dinaacc, or af>pj$licalfnakc, and that is the 

"^r/iiabaptifinV 

Now thc/^« $/tbi ^m/s, rifo^Y «nd of itfclf, 
that is to fay, without fomc explanation, can, I 
Aould think, conveyor preferve no fcnfeof tfury 
Mttg upon the mind; a^d accordingly the 
church informs us that this^^ cf the ctrfiit 
made " in token that the pcrfon baptized fliall 
*' not be afliamed to confefs the feith of Chrift 
« crucified;' &c. and indeed it muft be owned, 
that if it is an effeftual token of this, the fenfe 
of religion to be preferred by it is very m^^ 
prtant. 

And yet, ftrange to hear, the church berfelf 
declares that « without doubt a child baptifcd 
mtbout it is lawfully and fufiiciently baptized.'* 
So that there is no neceffity^ we fee, for this form 
to prefenre the fenfe of any thing. 

* DaOor Dubiuntium. pag. 668. 

I do 
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- I do Dot pretend to underftand bifliop Taylor*s 
fu^eftioa that all the nji of our rituals or cere- 
moaics ace either of divtm ordinanti or apoftsK^ 
4alpra^ict t:But however that mfaybc, there ts 
. cm^ren of rt//^, that, itihouldfeem, the church 
has U/s value for ftill, or lays,' at leaft, lefs flrcfs 
upon it. 

F^m: tho* the furpUce is often mentioned in 
our ritual, on fome occafion or other, yet are we 
on none of thefe occafions told of what the 
furplice is typicalorftgnificaiive ; and Dr. Nichols 
is extremely angry With the puritans for pre- 
tending that this garment is ufed by the chqrch 
in token c^ purity of Ufc^ *« becaufe, fays he, it 
*• is a thing^which (he mvtr cnce rr.entions * i* 
andfo leaves the people to gather any or no 
fenfe of religion from this fcH-m, as they think 

But IS then the fenfe of religion preferved 
upon the minds of the people by thefe rules and 
externals ? Nothing' like it. ** A gre^t part of 
** this is negU£led by the generality among us r 
** For inftance, the fervice oT the church not 
<• only upon common days, but alfo upon ^alnU 
•* days ; and feveral other things might be 
*• mentioned.** /^^. 15.. 

♦ Defence, pag. 293. 

• Was 
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Was I not ia the right, my lord, to conjeftarc 
that our reformers might leave us mt Jo many 
rules or externals as are neceffary? How ftould 
our people have fallen bito this deploraUe ne- 
gled, if thefe means^ memorials Qt a/imomtmr 
hsii bcm fttfficientlj/nr^ tf/9/ r^ 

Permit me however to obferve that yonr lord- 
(hip and the ingenious author of the Confidera- 
tiom above cited, arc not at all better agreed 
about thh fa<a, than the other concerning the 
popifh errors difcardcd by our /-eformers, 

This gentleman having noted that a party in 
the nation f meaning the dijfenters] have all along 
had^fome exceptions to our public fervice; goes 
on tp fay, " Put then there is another party [the 
*'• members of the chjirchj far more confider- 
« able than they^ who, in general, are not, only 
** fttisfied with, but even fond of our prefent 
«* liturgy and conftitution *.'\ How is this to 
be reconciled ? can it be faid that our people 
in general zxtfond ^/^what the generality of thcnj 
negUff. 

Here again too, my lord, your^Iordlhlj) and 
i this gentleman, by adopting each other's pre- 
»iflcs, muft lofe your fevcral couclufions : Your 

* Freeapd impartial Confiderations, p^g. 6. 

lordfhip 
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Moreibtfiraable I i«w^ ti{i« aocmnt of this 
iiegica ? Bm why 4b, if this geflriemiariB -£Ker 
ioteUtgeflce be troe, f^«, tbit the people ^itrc 
'^ reaHy />«</ of o»r^jr//r«tf/i already ? 

« On the Qdier hami, ^ the fervice of the 

xhnircb is oeg^ded by tbe gaierality aisong 

. IIS, it certaioly can&et be fo very dangerous to 

piake^alteratioas ia it at this geatlenia;ti vvould 

r Jiane us believe. 

v.*! • • • . t •' •. 

.. , However, my lord, I am ready to clofe \eith 

. jQlirrlordfliip id this reprefemation, rather tbaa 

; the Confidirer ; and upon occalion of your loti- 

i' fliip^s mentioniDg the peopIe^s tiegli^ of the 

• ^fovite of Ibe church upon Saints days, I Vf\]i 

/ trbtAle^oorlordOiipwlthaa obfervation of my 

^^ own, tending to iHttilrare tbe value of d3(ternal 

Our common people, it Is true, pay Itttle r/A*. 
ghus' regard to the feafts of Jll Jngeh or All 
Saints^ bnc yet I have obferved them to cele- 
^ brate/ome of our proteftant feAivals, as well as 
. £bme others of popifii. extradion^ particularly 
^hrovetide^ with the feveral folemnities of horfe^ 
racings buU^bditing^ cock-fghtingy &c. and with 

all 



^4he i»eiaooies ofdrinJti^g^ gaming^ fiuamf^^ . 
and leufdntfi iaeyeot t% and io(i^>tnibie froft» ., 
«iittrtammeats of chat kiod* 

AsiioagoarfoBteir partis, iad^cd^ pleafiire Is 
die emf^ofm^tit of every day ; and they are fre^ . 
cooflgbir^m fuperftition ia this anicle ^« ^^ra 
/vr'jr Ji^vUh : Whereas the vulgar always uke 
the advantage of the fburcihs appotnt/mnt for 
tbiir times -of idlen^fs a^id revelliqg ; and I . 
know, at this hour, feveral very worthy and 
very zealous members of the church of England^ , 
who lcra)>le noctoaffirms that the rlotpas and 
liceotipas pafiimes of CbriJImts^ Eafl^ wsA 
Whitfnnuii Contribute mOr« to <K>rn]|>t ih* 
minds and debauch the morals of -our commoa ^ 
people, than any other aflignable caufe whatever* 
If this be true, it were certainly more for the ere* 
dit of our common chriftiaDity that thefefttvalt 
ihould be expunged from our Ixioks and calea^ 
dars, Ihao that thefe 1>ruta1y .paganlfli, profane 
and therefore wicked paflimes and dUbrdei« 
(hould claim any alliance^ or have any cdttc&iii 
with the folemn commemorations of the birth 
and refurre Aton of the (potleis aod uadefiled 
Saviour of the world. 

Upon what grounda tlie apoftoltdk anthorky 
for fucb forma is alli^dged, may b« jodgad \m.* 
jpart from the teoor of the Scrijrtttret «bove*j 
voir, IV, F ^luotcl^ 



j2l- 7'bi Pillars of PkUsTCR aft 

quoted, as well tis frotn otherSj tettifying the 
difpofittOD of St. Patil towards occaiioadl fo- 
lemaiti^ of that kind. " . 

And there is the ftroogcr prefumptidn that, 
they haTo &o fach authority, in that we feldom 
icr never find them eojoloed, but we find them 
alfo la company with large todulgenees to tbe 
carnal man ; as if the more confpicuous exurnah 
in religion could not fubfifl without the aid (jf 
the fenfual appetite. 

Thus, u yourlordfliip has obfcrwed, ^ the 
^^ externals of paganirm mixed -themfclves with 
*^'dte ^verfioHi'ol thbfe d^rys.*' In po^ifh 
cMntrics, the peojrfe are politiciff^y wibb|^Ti 
prepared for and reconciled to the forthallties 
of Lent, by the licentionfnefs of a preceding 
Carnival. Nor have we of the f rtfermei 
church of £w^/:7»^ been entirely free from this 
Wretched policy. It was once the humour of 
our great churchmen to magnify externah^ and 
to render them as conjftcucm as they could on all. 
oc^iions : The nation at that time was not 
niuverfally dlfpofed to come into this ; -and 
fome men of reputation enough fet themfelves 

^ f •' The chriftian world is now divided into tlic 
*• Ri/ormeiiLt^A Unrefirmedi or rather sntothofe' 
.*^ who AiB NOT and tkdfe wHq ^te i&ei|»bei« rf the 

'^ '3 '' ' ' to 



. 4ftd OinnoDOXY fl:)aken. iaj 
nj'Oppofc it : in the exigency of her alfeirs the 
charch betionght herfclf of purchafing the fa- 
vour of the people by a h^i of/ports : And how 
for that nuy bare cantrfbdced in its day, to 
perpetuate xht fe/livities of thefe folcmn titnesi 
•iii4 lb wear ojiit the religious life of them, rnay 
*lse worth the inquiry of thofe whom It concerns* 

Your lordlhtp proceeds : <* Thus they [the 
*« people] have no cu(lom%ry admo^itiops^-oo 
•* public call to recolleft the thoughts of Goi 
*^. and nligiontr om one Soaday io a&oiher/' 

*. And why have they not, my lord ? There is 
ji moft exprefs {aw for it, " All prieAs and 
^* dq^fpais ^e .10 fay dajly tbfi momtag and 
*- cv^njpg prayeir,eiiher privately or opealy, noc 
*^ bf^g let by tiOKVE$^ or fcHAe other, ur-* 
% G^^ilt caiiTe. And the icurate that minlftrath 
<< jo cgrery parifli church or chapel, being zt 
<f bonder and ^pt being otbcrwife ^reafiNiably 
<<bmdcred, IhaU fay; the TaoiQ io tbt paiiOi 
*\ chcyrch or cbape) wbese he miniAFeth^ ab(t 
<< baUcaufea beU to be tolled tfaereuiMto»«0ii- 
'A TOucat Ume befoiv he begiD^ that tbifisopld 
^j may 'Conoe 10 bear God's word, and to pray 

\ It taaoi Am the ibnh oCtbe^Mdople^ If Ri^ 

have ttoi a eufi$m»j€iimmiiikn or fiAlict caU 

F 2 from 



124 ^^^ PiHars cf Pri estcr apt 
froutaoiM Sundaj to another : The £urdum.fff. 
fifidi t^not he na/onaUy hindered € very one 
oF^the A& intermediate days, and every week in 
the year. And yet we are told by a gentleman 
who feems to have taken feme pains to be in-, 
formed) ^* that in ten tboufand charches there 
** arc not five hundred where a bell ev^r toUs, 
^* or where morning and evening prayer are fai<{ 
^V upon a tueik^jf throughout the year *.** - 

This genilleman*s account of this ne^e£l 
feems to be fo reafonable and probable, and at 
the fatne time'fo different from what your lord- ^ 
(hip has fuggefled, that I will take the liberty 
to' give it At length: 

«* To what end,, fays he, was fodi an ap^, 
*^ ppintmint fet down in the book of common* 
^\ prayer ? Did our ia:iother the church vannly 
« boaft of her own piety, or pretend to tfnm 
•* of goMin^s^ wkhmd ihe pctvtr ib$rt9ff Mot 
** truly» »thefDother me^nt well ; but her fons 
^and daoghters are to blame. Like people^ 
^ like prieft. But iiufeedf were the dergy 
t<. never fo wtUingM dtfcharge their duty ta ri^i« 
** refpeft, not many vet rtie places where riicjr 
^^ can have any fort of congregation to join 

V wiUi them. But is not the kngtb^-^t^tt'^ 

• ■ . , 1 ■ .• ■-' ''■ 

* Vlrtuft Revhredi^or l^athh FUlprotHiaed; fti 
ly a ploralift. Printed for Q/W/^Vly^/Vpi^i 41^^-* 

/•^Vicc 



'fltfi , Ob^thodoxy finih^ \%i 

•^ticc the upbappy pccafioji oftbi?^ ttcgljffft* 
^ Wpiild not the peopled t^ttcBdaocenpoo tb^ 
f^cpnblic.worihfp take up /Mni«f& of their timt^ 
^ and too greatly iV<f/ir< with their y?<W«r 
^< affairs ? Does it not uofe a wtarinefs^ and 
!^ become //i/^ii/ to delicate .esrs ? Is not tho 
*Vcold fometimes- fo pibrctag, as to make It 
^painful to teoder coAftitmioos» to be fo kmg 
<' detained from the fire, efpecially to heat* 
'*< pfalms and chapters they can almoft h% by 

'*'rot*»?*^ '■' \; 

; Tour rprdlhip i$^^% thgtthisi gentlemaa is., of 
ppinioa that there is uo muclr of our extel'f^lfl(; 
and that great inconyenieDciea arife from th« 
fength of oor fervice, to thofe ^ho (hould edify 
by it'^ and to this a!fo agrees the autTioV of the 
'C$ff/Sftraii(fhs bWifrc- mentibned f . What then 
tiinfFwe think woul J" be'tlhe cafe If thofe OT^m»- 
*riih Vf^c ^i'frtqaint asr'in ^ Rimn-Cathtiii 

cottntries f-^i*^— Oar author goei on r ' '. 

... - 1, /i .i.rv-i J' -i '. *•' 

* To thefereafoDS for this common, neg^ft ^^^f 

be added another, viz. the aukwaid tkpes oJF (a/ing 

' Jhdming: and evening prayer in moll places : 1 en or 

d^n^o'ctoek in tb« foren60Q» and'two or f^¥tt ih 

^ejifteris^cin» th^ tiise. when t«adef«^ntaiidm»' 

panics are in the very throng of their iioneft laboo(« 

:' «f. *«Yoi| are not tnaeed fiqgalar in /our opinion of 

*^lJie tfgr^ai^hngih ©f otir ftrvice/ And to tell 

'** you the truth, my own fantioients upon Htm head 

•^#r«UWPt|y .c^toofdant with yott»»V i^; «m/ /wJ>* 

6«^^#wtpag.4i. 

F 3 " The»« 



120 TitPWUfs ftf Priestcraft 

y.^ifus iq.Qialii^e, ^q \d\^ afe not ^cYQiLt,«hi(i^ 
' ' tbcir djver|i9si9^ . do do).. jeCda<. Qfon^.^i^i 
"'cures, aic 6f"ttifr^^ f9awiflafi^, lyflj^mHif^yof^ 
*' tener withou^t r«A&2n. So xh^^ bj gionf ml 
" ccnfent of boih pdeft ag^^ people,., ». to, finf 
** outWard,oi' public acknowIcdgmfiftXcf i.peii|( 
^*- for fix days om of fcvca, a iforeigoeri tliat 
'* CboM xpake an abode with us- oqIj. fodfr fix 
*^ddys^ might have reafon to doubts in tbc 
^•"greatert part of Englnndj' vfh$xhvp, the Inh:^, 
^^ bitaots of that happy ifland did» m truth, be- 
J*^ Kcvo the «xi(keoto Of tbac gracious Imd ai« 
« fliighty Beiflg.'* 

Nqw, n^y lord, wluchw^yioFVfrtM Mikfir 
d^r thUcQippQuo4cd.C4orc of mgUff^^ c^aoqfr 
avoid t})c queflio&it.By vhom i&4t ta bQicdfiB^ 
fed > If th^ {aidt be m the |wdy ol ibe dcfigd 
by whom are /&#} to be refofiDed? If ja tte 
>7i7/ttr/ zndframi of our prefgit formH bj nRboip 
are thefe to be amended i 

So ht indeed as the dergy are ^ceflarie$ ta 
^U^n^lfdj^ it,js.^^rc«iely right iaypur Ipr^ 
fliip to lay it before them. Bat what wotold 
joor lordfiitp have the clcigy to db or fej io 
)|)Is, c^fc ? Let (hem fnfid |u^ I^pg. and ^ londlf 
^ e^er thejr wiloo tibe impprtana $f iifUt*^ 
fttliikn^ \ am petfoaded; t^ir rhe^otic ami^^|{^ 
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argamefttj iwrHt be ifif'v^rfi,'>o«^hlWt the people 
.fida- tbettffeifeis '^Wiftift^irti'bjr tli6 prefciit ftatcl 
of YiKfir^tf^f externals : They will appeil to the 
reafinakU znd. merciful dcfign of the gofpel, and 
plead their chriftiaQ liberty a^alnft all human 
dfdinknces which not only edify not, but arc. 
tvtn borderifome: Attd ihey will h^ve reafon. 

TOc arejx>w arrived at yotttlordftip's ad- 
count of the importance of exterMOfreligibn^ as 
C^oonded eo the Scriptures, 

. Before I could procure z\ fight of your Jord- 
ihip*8 printed charge, a friend who bad feeo: it^ 
or beard it read (I forget which) had given me 
t-geueral bnt pretty juft account of this part of 
U9 cooceriung the im;>ortance rfexteriMil rtligtdh\ 
which fet me vpon amufiag myfelf with cptijec^ 
cores by what kiDd of goTpel authority your 
Wdtbip would revive the credit of a doctrine, 
^ich of Iftte years, had not bad many abettors 
aiHong protcftants. •: ^^ ^ 

i had often thought with royfclf that the 
church oi^ England had been more prefled upon* 
this matter of externals in her controverfy with' 
the diflenters, than upon any other article : and^ 
Irtafihot fay, ihat tbeanfwcrs'given by our dpo^ 
loglttffhave convinced me that our adherence to » 
Bs^h i^edficd rites in our churchy tn a fort of 

"^ ^ E 4.. con* 



bopcd fbrfr«|i <t»p^i»g{i>eia;b^ <e »y:d jl < ^ fi^ 
o^ veri laudable. - - -^ ' 

Ooi* chtirth claims a power of ^Jecreelog riteJs 

«il^ ccrcniJoftTes in her tweiitieth article^ witb^ 

bat exhibtilisg her fcriptural warratit^ for it li 

^ny copies of thefe articles publiftied bjr autho^ 

^^ th^tiinow of 5 DUlefs the vice^chaocrfi^r 

^ Oxfiri's bBprimatur may be allowed tO'.gMFc 

a ^ufelic fairftion to Mr. fyelchmar/z edition, of 

tftarn.' Mr. R(fg£rs\ book indeed carries ia its 

fr6l>t % prcltnce to the lawful author' ty of tbf 

^mch of England \ bat as there is no eviflenCf 

^a^lSat dttthorhy Was, or how dbtaiiied^ 

there is room to^dotibt ; befidei, ttogeri^ in cx- 

plaiojng the anthority of the church witbzjrc- 

fpcft to lentroverfus df fatb^ feys that this 

authority is girea to the church, an(it,o Evjs^if 

JSiEMBfiR OF Sound jupcmektui the An^ •j 

which, I donbt, will extend, the fre^(^m 'of 

ivh'y miwlir to the ufagt of ceremotiif % ^firz 

^rt; contrary to Mr. tViUhman't accoTOt, \y|}^ 

fcffrater the atithorfty, lo both braqpi^es^ t^ 

thofe jun perns eji ucUfta/iica auk^ifm. 

'• .lAifer this cJtefe, concerniag rites a»d cere] 
»QDi^ Mn Wikbrnan has rrfcrred tx^Efiher u?. 

• Oo*eXXtharjicle, pag. ipj, «Um|ii^ i 



The paflage of i^&r informs us that the - 
jffwi, ia cofDipempratim piF> tbcif detiTcrance ' 
from the flaqgbter projected by. Homan^ iitfti^ 
ttite(i th!c ft^ifiPurlm {of lorsj aod. oi^aii^' 
tKat it fliouM be kept and reiiicmt)^ed;by tho^ 
wh'oTe people of the j€ws at ap apfoiolfd ^^M-^ 

if the year. The dedicatiop pf iljc altar bf * 

^udas Md his brethren, and • the ordtaaoce^ fop 
c^lebratiog that laddiiat from jear to year, «a a > 
fafl of the fame fort, ^^ theipference coidiimh 
Ij df awQ from hifionea i^» that the Jfu^ijb Mi^ -' 
lihd confdquently this CbriAiaa cbttrch ha% ibfa^-' 
^lolthority/ppkea of in the ar^iclct . . i r 

*- But I vcrytwch qoellioa thfe lolidity oJF tb^/ 
reafonlftgr for t^h^n It' ii cdnCdcrcd that -^(g 
fwflbtef ^ tiirfr fcafrs was appoin^tcd by J?/?Aif 
vmS^Matievai ^tn\% it fhould feem that th^ • 
y/d5l*<*<''^^*^lwd aboutf a^ much to (Jg» in.,tl^ 
ai&ir>t^tar'diufch baflnihe appQiptmeot.dl 
Mf flkte^holidsys of JHT^. 5tbV i^^j! a^th, ^c 
aiid' ho#much that is, njiay be feen in the ^en^al ' 
a£b of jSrarfBunenc relatibg.to thofedays, and^ 
Us maj^fty's ordcfrs fet before thf (dim • of ^ 
Afayerappointed for ibcvn. . / • r^ ot 

f XXXIX^ Articali Eccler. Anglic; psg*. 2<r» > 
••Drfeiiceipgi^67. 
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\3A ^e:.Y^tf^^9i^^<^^'^ 

9o^. V. 59. but hcrw £ac our c^vioe^^a^d^ f^^^ 
.eulkriy &fr. Ifilchman^ .would admit diber qE 
tbcfc to be the fenCp la which the word church 
% to be taken is* the 20th afticljss.j c^oopttaikfi^ 
.vpoome tofay .^ " By the pow<rof tfaecbarch' 
f&ysuthe learned Mt. Whu^ one of thelatdfE 
tthocare^]/' to decree rites aad ceretQefpies^ is^ 
^ meant a right' ip- the paAors aDd'.goverapta 
^thereof to ordain and appoint Rtch tbinj^^Xdh 
^ as to mate Mordtnarily the duty of the f co^W 
<^ to conform to tHeni • " Which ^tj^iij^ 
sinfV mean e:KclQnveIj; of the right aooautfao*- 
^^ df the dvif powers^or he will not met cleay 
of his ad^erfarfes objcftlons :- And iPNxr, Jf^hite 
wil) not admit the eiFil ftoviecs 10x9 Ms ^9l¥)itf6lB:< 
<S(f the chtirch* which. decrees. riie^ and cere^M^ 
ikies, much Ie& will he >tftke inio it the. V9M^ 
iongngathny becanfe thai would be g^^i^ |biI^ 
the enemies quarter&jbr good^and aH-fv 

Thefe pce6edeiiia» therefbce^ape ochlier "i£ 

' ^ Dcftrcc o£ ihrre letters^ rar. ,X9^ . . • 

•^ Dr; Njcbo// or 1^8 irao ffator ffbr he d?d not Eye- 
|»tantfa« biiib^k^^forfcimfelf. Vid« ?aF»^^^/^ viti^ 
^tioD) preface] expiie^kivUUf widi^fi^artofif 
— '**They wfapo have been at the helm^oF ecoJeiia^ 
'•^Itica! affairs hare inSitofd.— Havel' nQtlWl- k's 
"nwch jyowcr."* Dcf. pagt,3fofc», / • 

ai(fi 
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t>fmii the hMidi»f paflage iti'y^yV^iXch^, 
ii««irt btf^e k ia our rranfi^tion, laforiDs n^^^c 
y^fin w» walkiBg in &^m««'s porch ittthb thtie 
W the ibaft of iht 4fdUaiim and wfcen it i^s 
winter; and from that circiimflance our com- 
mentators determine this to have been, the feaft . 
toAituted by the Maccabees : for otberwife the 
'3^j«/ii)ad^dlvcrt Enc^ifnia^ ind the word XsifM^t^, 
may poffibl; denote only sl Jlcrm^ as 'm A^s. 

Wdl but what of thte ? ^* Why/' fays Dr-, 
Nichols^ '' this feaft was honoured- with onr^ 
** Lord's own prcfence." How honoured?. Did: 
our Lord Join in the celebration pf it, or in any 
part of it I The context fays not a'wprd oiihat. 
€)ur Lord honoured ^t[pharifies with his pre- 
sence fo fiir as to eat with fomc of them : ltis« 
great odds but at foch a time there might be 
fome fvajbing of cups andplMers^ &c. But wfll^ 
it follow that be did any honour to thj^fe tradar- 
tionsby hisprefcnce? 

.: ti^fX^ trwh is, oor bloftd Lord tlidlt ik>« 
exceptions to times, places, or peribns, wbett^ 
where, and among whom he had a pfofpeft of 
dobiggood.; and I (boold think that.camfe not? 
^dt-ftocked with merits, W'hich wttnts to draw 
|(ii aj^^jfeaHnci^mbng the y^v ^t a' time wbcfti 
great Dambersi were aflemblpd tog^th^i^ iiMP ^ 
t^ E 6 p/ccftp- 



tlkkfttht force of i«6kt the pioos aodjearoedf' 
biflK^^ ffvtTi/r hasjofitred Ui behalf of tbi^ datffe; 
in the XXth arddt* with refped to our &n- 
enr*s cooverfatiQ0. among the Jev^Si wbe^$^^Jie 
Hh certaiol; fiituoed cm poiat to favour tm« 
church, atkd that is by applying our SaviquUr 
cbfervattOQ Maith.xsuiu 2j. — And not to hifpi 
kfitbt otbiT mdone^ to rites and Jejir mattors ilk 
geotral*.. 

, ParbkfedL^Mtd iatbereijpeftldng^f d^vrfe^ 
% tvtling,(m^, and:Briniit€.aod .Ui^&ifia^ li' 
thofe ^r ttclea maj^ ktm to be, aboQt whicb Ihe- 
l^iarife^ and fcribes were fo exaA, yet haddt^- 
aoexprefa and pHDiitive law for tything thtm.aBj' 
namely, £#viV. xxyii* 39^ And aix tlMLtytkt^of 
AekndyWhethir of the feed of the Tandy or of the 
fiwtofthetree^ is the LORA^S^ // is holy unto (hr 
i^d.' A cafe widely different from that of 
. riMtrAfAbJif' mMiorSt of which th£ law.di[JctS|^ 
somemioik ^' 

Poc the reft, thot this excellent prelatc.haa^, 
wfth a vein of piety and. good fenfe peculiair tp^ 

bUtiiHf, faid every thi&g, thai can hs> Cud'wfJt 

*ii\' i'. "'• • - ■' " ' '■ '^-^^"^ 



&uii»an aotbority, yet hath he, upon the whole, 
*]D«.4cit ca^fOf it o^t the s^fl^ffiraurlihlet^the 
preiem ckcumAaoce^ of our churcU^a^diwcllw 
I^fs fuch a cafe ^ wiU fal^la wUh y^nr hwi)^ 
flaip^s pofidoos. 

'HaViiig^ as I faM; mf Ior<ft ojftfn reftcfle* cpv 
tliiejre^defimces of oar exteriials, .without rt<;e|jt^^ 
tog that fatisfaiEtioa I very (mcercly foo^tjFor^ I^ 
was in hopes to meet with fome new lig^t jfrcm, 
your Iord(hip*8 difcourfe oq this iaterefikig (ob«*:, 
]fiSt% and was not a Itttla difapppinted when I 
fomAfni^mi text quoted by yoor lor^tp.from 
.tki(p iMmTcftuneotf MuilmtMu &tm.xbtOUi^ 
.jpfdative 10 tb« imp^rMna of tetcnuL r^ig^ : 
,9mA jwbat lAi^t p^8age'Wtll4vaU.yo«r lord^p, I' 
as^ now toexamino. 

t . , t . • ■ •' *^ 

Your lordftup,- haviog obfenred that wt, 

gc^jc *» bay^ Qo cuf^omarj admonltiaa* p^^i^^ 

. ^iU.c^l torqjcollc^ the nbpcigbtiof Qob |unI. 

«^ rejigton^ frorn^ one Sunday, to^aMtbev>".plt?. 

cced'sthns; . , ,u >: » 

'« It was far otbterwift under tlfebw^ T^ig^ 
^W9rJs^ hjs^M^/ejXo the chUdrcQ of . liSAAU^. 
*<'-tt;fefi / cfmnumd tha^'^ ty^wr lord^ip ^on^ t 
TAis iiAY^^t)/z. the day when the ten com.- 
ma&dments were given: iit Unrth^HAMk^Mdi 



1^4 7*Af PWttTS' ^^FllEST^CIt AFT 

ttttc- j«ift Incited' in the foregoing chapter, mf 
uctbc worii here- rcfcircd .to fj "^fl U m^ 
^KtbtHii krart* And thm fiali tmcb tbtm diS'^ 
^ gently unio thy Mldren^ ami Jbalt talf of them 
^' whtn thou fittefik m ibnu bbufe^ and iftfheii fim 
^ walkeft hy the way^ and when tbeu Ijktft dfivai^ 
« and wh^n thu rijeft up.*' Dcut. vi. 6,* 7, To 
Mrtiic}! jour Wdftijj^ fnlgoint: *^ Aa& as they 
*5 were oomflBanded tbisy . (x^ '»i» obriooa. bow 
*^ xnuc^ the oonftUatioii of that km ^uaa adapt* 
^ cd to effe& it, andktept. veHg|o» ever in 

It was then very illj^r at Icaft viery unwifcly 
*Dne, * to abrogate that law whofe conRitutipE. 
was adapted to To excellent a purpofe : Bat the 
trnth is, my lord, the conftitotioo of the yewijb^ 
law was Juft as much adapted to effsSt^t pet^ 
' formance of, or to keep in view the religion hero 
meadt I?y Mrfes^ as- the mu^ aAivfJmenU 10$ 

f Compart' yerem.viu 22» 23^. mih Sxod.jnx, j, 
i» Th»r)glitrevM^ttd and wortlif b&kop St^ty^ 1^ 
i^adipiir^lp«e#tirt(9^ thi^ f^itfilm4>! ofaftanKs tbafe 
** after Mo/es had been the fir ft forty days with God 
^ 11) the mount, he brought nothing down but the 
** V9/0 tables of th^moral Iaw».as if no 0TBa%Uw' 
^ had been theh intended ; but when he ^bofidihof 
^ peopIe-*-wor&ippiRg^ the golden calf, Gpcl ieeovt 
** 9th thin to have refolved — to. load tkes^^with^. 9» 
** number of religious ritea and ceremonies^, in dir^' 
*** oppofiuon to the cuftoms of the EgyptlAfis,* 4^' 
>ag.. 6a* . . ^ > -^ : -t 



(^^dapf;e^^ ., 

''Mofei^si the two Acxt vexfes goes oil- thiwi 
Mdtb6ufialt b)nd.thimfora/ign upon tiitff bi^ 
'and they fiairbi as pontUubetumn thine tyes^s^ 
nokjRali write them upon the pofis of tbimhoufs 
mid upon tbygaUH Now both i\itjrequencj an* 
pr^tmity of th^fc dom/Jlic figns^ make it wry 
^afti tha« the great and confpicuous parts of their 
idigteDi the fndfltc calls which they had by the 
•wj^/biftrVffoPrfiefr law, Were not adapted xo^ 
cflta, what Mifis ia this paflage . wajued. t^ 
I^AVe cfftftcd, wz. obedicftce to the,iiK)ral lawfb 

For il 1^. ta be ^cfiferred of thefe/^/, th«b 
Aeywiefc nor (like Gereaboaie^ properly fo cal- 
fed) JyirdMc n^tfrn^tiona,' \^ tlie^ precepti 
AemTcbreieMipUfinl ia- wrktogv ^thicR it ik 
tnse,>pno€«($ of time„ were abwftd to^ijbt. 
f MPpfes of fuperftition f i aod whea th«t time 
wsD^yZ^ thcfe natural and fin^j^le %qi ^nd 

^'tL^"^**^'"^ * afterltWs had made thefc A^^ 
W%ffWy-td^ fotoe 7mi> in fefpcft' of their V'^inal. 
jMJftpejfe.-^at they enjoined them to be wrii ten only. 
fV««lJ <bft.t>f charaacr. ^' Ai PhjIa^eriaJ^ Sche^it 
^^^^Mhaudalits quam Aff)ritKOi cbaraatns ad^. 
'••Wftr*' //VHf, iiih^s 'vtrti facris df/trUindis, liuri$ 
*^f^am ^dkh utt cmcediiur^fed hisfaJis^^^ &g, . Maix 
ni9mdeAZ]^ff^aiett/eilSQTA,p2g.gjo:^ 
'n: me*- 



with other tbiogs which had a more, afoiwn^ 
tendenqr to fach abofe. A fufficieDt iotinntioir; 
CM». weald diinky to dl fatms dmes, of the Id- 
^rotdAsmmre offoperfiitkuiy which cbbli- 
OOMert fiichex|»dieiits of plara 4&d hfefiol hi-' 
ArofiHos* into amplfinie&i» o£ mere ofieota^piii 
tttdhyppcrify* "^; 

rffiould^hare ihbug)it, iadeed^ that there 
were fdme expreiEons io. this paflage cited bf , 
jour lprd(hip, that might have kept aof maaj 
6dt of this miftake, and prevented his jcoaf, 
^nndifig tfaie. u^tfr^/ there fpoken of^ u^' tlif ^ 
vf^is of tlie MTononial law; which latter 'it; 
(turely was . never intended that fathers ^^d.' 
mafters of families (hould teach their bbu&, 
holds t.Th^s kkid ofieachiog^as'the fbIe{Hii- 
vikg«;ani'diitji of <tho prieflii^.wha ha^n^^ 
fo co mtiifl i oi i tovtcach - aay thi^g el|b?ti mil 

*4kalw 



^: + « WkfcHlfndit [what the prfcfti we«tti\ _ 
*« wai «0/ the nxibok law oiMrfesr but fiie cu^mwil 
^ ja«r tf»^, die larwj aboac i»/^«4/ f W^^^ii^' ^oirtttli^ 
«* gioas w^eribip. For as tbe ifintialigmi »f fiielr* 
'^^ f^ was coofieed xo^tfym hnivij^ikaJmoMff. 
«Mt is^naiufal |o belkve that their W^.w«ft;«f w 
r.gmtffr extent/' Biaiop £^«ry on tW IVk/iM*" 
M^^s6. Ills humb]|r leeommeaded totbe /ea^^ 
MDgaekiininaa e<the Aimkoi^St^j^t tmm 

contcai^' 



i^i^^^mi^^, made tfiis^^tf) bjactifagj^* 
m 9 S t Sit SSt vaSifKoSixc figos^fb modi thdMrT 

ienmi'ji ■■'■ ■ - '•• 

jSatbat I very imich queftion Mrhetber your 
l6fiUhtp could bave faliea upon any paflag« im 
ifact QU.Tdhmeiit, which relates attaU taymr 
bi^S;^ tkat vooldliavc i>eealcrsfavoiiMbfeti 
joor iordflup's argomeat. 

But to proceed ; yoor lordfbip adds ; <^ And 
^' without fomiwhat of this nature^ piety will 
*^^ow languid even araoDg the better fort of 
•Jqacdj and the worft will go on. quietly Inaa 
•^%an^oned courfe* with fc\^cr iaterrupjipflf 
•J from within than^they wopld haye^ were v^^. 
*Hgtdus reflcflions y^-f/rf oftner upon their 
•^.Iflinds, and confcquently with Icfs probability 
'• of their amendmeat." pag, x6. 

•r:.-fV5in what operation ci externah on tbVhur 
Itflfti floind yoift lordfliip^ coQeds this^ theory^ t 
eMJrot prefume to fay ; I, for my part, beliere 
ihi^i Uie fikty of good men may be mitatai^ed 



lyni^ifwklitiiafe detached paAgtf^ but (3^ 
mtfSkft^ read pfrm this vainable perfbrihanc«, whare 
l|MAIthmtli«>isiii9lBatoA n> ibs^owliti4eih«|af- 
ailWieaa ^^cbrkbaa ptteft baiv^ to &y with <#*'«- 
i^pn««irj|«d 4Mr«irfi^tttd from theno^ may }«dgt^r tt 
M4(le9k«r.witH.»lMl ixoprtaty ht Aotlld eflip^ 
lv^i«9.|rfadiii««^cbe«ft>/ir/«ii#ar«^^ 'f 
Jar.-:. la, 



i^S The Piilars^/ Priestcraft 

itt'Us vigour vAih very littlt of this nature 5%?u(d 



<hU I am prietty furc of, that if religious reflec* 
tions mttft hcftrad upon the mmd by ^xtitrAhf 
it IS not afmaliyJ/jw^wAfl/ fifthis nature^ that vHl 
do ihe work* 

But to fpeak freely : this method of fercUtfi 
religioufl rcfiedioDS by eeremenits and e^timat 
forms, I doubt, is ftark naogbt : according xm 
your lordibip's.doArine, it (bould b.e joot qnlf 
good policy^ but wbchfome difcipline- to force inep 
iQ England to come to church, and in Franci Ujk 
go to mafs ; in both places for the fame reafo% 
namely becaufe the diflcoters (whofe objefiipm 
io ceremonies and outward focms .arc the £io|f 
Id both kibgdoms) bavenoty^ ;Rtfii&of.e^eraa)t 
as is neceffary U preferve a finfe ofreligUn hjslf 
ti^on the minds of the peapU. 

And yet,. my lord, the very beft of this force 
hasfetdom produced any thing better than b^ 
poerify f. Probability 6i amepdmeot there ciii 

''■;". :'bfl 

f ** Ea Poitou & en Xaintonge, &c. les xfepaq:* 
<fl s plus fieres, les coups der^on, U terrettrA^J^ 
'* iniv.lcnce da Sold'tt fuivent d^ pres let prem^U^^ 
'' fommatioQs Par ce mayenon oe iiiaiii)iie,|pi^.4fi 
V v&f'g"^' bc^ucoup de geiKt daos.QD^fiecle q^'^we* 
^ ritable devotion eft rare par^ton^^^U ^^(nQB(%ff 
^"^ miferaUe. CesMeffie«rs l«6 coovcrtSffeu^Afi'itj^ 
*^ d^tfpr t pour i)*etre pM convamcos Sl«nt^<l#l(f# 
^'cbangemensfom///*//, lis voycnl que ces noo- 

•* vcaox 



and Or THODOXY &^in. i%a 

belittle or qob9 ^wber^ipcn atteipd |:^^gi^ fpr. 
fi^flifpities merely to avoid puQi/hmeat or Cqo^re* 

.^ aAcre it-^fiicii fiofii^big rtSgidois ref(&A!b1!^ 
ifate mqr. Bar per&dp» your lord Alp might 
miaiit that ^ firnu aod sxier/ials hafe io tliem^ 
^ fehes an inherent aod natural Virtue xo force 
•f rdigio«s reflcftians upon the mind, and to 
>M»»rir J«ety lami repentance upon the heait/^ 
Aiid^tMsrvbdeed, I ihouid have thought the 
more xJMifat' fen& oC your lonHhtp's word^» 
&ad it not been that I thought it alfo the lefs 
^eftioBble 6f the two, b^aufe !t Vill be impof- 
flMe't^ prove this to be true of 00^ fort of forms 
4i<f HOfC'Of anotbir \ and vrhat a door this \fM 
^M» lo" alt nanoer of faperfttrion and even 

mMBtffxmf be eafily concdi^ed'* r tt Vein$^ 
"i • . • ^ 

** veaox convertis ne vont a la McfTe poar pffipart que 
'f le.moins c^iifiU peuvent, qu'il fiat les ifUr k les 
^' menacer, fi on vent qu'jl y affident. — Ne voila-t-il 
.^fcjpaaaadeAiafbnApoftoli^oal^ $ee. Ac, Biir^ia 
Q;Ut^^ fffterak di I'&fioir^. du GiiwaiAno dit Mr* 
>himbprg,/(f». I. &/'ViII. pag. 134, 135. — H«[e 
iil^ib^e'dcular teftimony ofthe good e^cdls oTfordng 
idigioas refie£iions upon the mind by the means of 
.cktcmai religion \ and as tbefe (and'^^me' vrill hold 
.^OOd of Other fyftenu) are to be i^fuondtd ere tbi^ 
can have even thefeeffcdls, may we not juftly cqa-- 
'^lUA'e ttiattbrms have noturafly no/orrf or efficacy of 
Ae{r own to dyfpofe the mind to religkxir? 
"** The proHfc nature of f>/rr»4/r is repiefented t^ 
JMl1^:ra th$ excelfentbifiuiA EUu-wooi^^XtXitfio am 
mi^tit^kf thefanpof^U Andrcvv!s .Holbbm,nw 



140 ^he PiHars. of Pt i ifi^QR^JPt' 
indeed the v^ry priDciple on vyhich jbf rpa{?it(|!^ 
jliifirjt the adoration of Images, 1}^ Bciihsl^ 
even thu« do we get clear of .tb^ntWc* kiadi :q£ 
force; for MexUrnah have tbiSiVktuq to^f^^^iVM 
nllgieus nJUSiovs^ &c. it mnft be r^ht to^co^9f^ 
pel tboie who are indifpoled to faph refledioq^^ 
to attend tbefe haemorials; and if, as your iord- 
fbip hasi obferredp^ the peofde areiiov in godttfei 
n($ligint in iheir atstendaoce, I danot^ fte^ tMW^ 
cpa>£pl£oa of iomt kind caa be amdcdw . • 1 ' 1 
« • ' . .\ . ■ '^ 

But inftead pf conjcAari^g l^ow ]^oar iBrd>;|i 
(hip would explain this matter coaiift^liy ^tbi 
prot^Aant principles, I wili b«g leave tcocd^ibitv 
the ver;.di|ferent accounts ^we hiveLO^^c^bi^ 
glnjung and progrefi of rcttgiOA fiepo^ tb^ 
apoflles. v.,,. .:,, ^ r 

i// that cemeih to God miifi UUiVi tKal he is^ 
and that hi is a rnvarder ef them thai iiiJijfenffj^ 
fiik bimyf$r wUhbutfakh it U impoJIfbU ^^V^^ 
Gob. i/rf.xi- 6. ' 

It it be demanded how we may obtain f^it^ 
the BfCfRitPaulstnfvrtrt^faiib cofnett> hj'he^rinfi^ 
£or report} and bearing by] the vm4t,^'i^0fhdi 
Rom, X. ijr^ 
« -.:• • . 

• 'b then hVth the vtihoU q( rtti 
fig^h inoft^be added* mif§^ 




jSiki^ffatfencif godltm/s^ brciherl^ klndnffi^^^i^ 
dlf»^ifyi Rr if ihefi thingiy fays the ajiotllei^rir^r, 
h^iAyiu otidiAound^ fbey make y:u neitberbamn 
mfr^i^ffuitful in the knowledge 6f our Lord Jksus^ 
Cifttisi* \ that is, they perfect and comploce. 
ybtJt religion. % Pet. u 5, .&c. , . t 

ittkttvreiiot firms zxAextemah neceflary to' 
fWiifidsihe people of tfaefe things? I 'fhoiild* 
fhink not}' ftiiy&^ther than hearing the xiiroVd' 
of God may be fo called, tf more was necefla* 
ry9fceTe^iMf«S''prcdfciy^lie plate inhere Peter, 
Abttd llftfe ififerted'his ritaal^; for in this 

I vtiyi^Mtt ke |9 >«^f0v^mf that bis readers 
«^pl/;A0W thtfi things ahoeiys in remimbrance^ 
Mfiit bis4kuff^.v. 1.5. and yet nothing appears 
«rf*the{e eflfdeavoiirs 4)endes his religious exhor- 

I *tttkms «nd tnftm^ibns in tbefe two epiftles. 

j ♦ • • , • i; ■ ■ ^ . > * . • 

'ylThit'CXternal ebj^sztt^xi fomc catcs tffefcfl, 
jtMtir others deceflary, to remmd us of our. 
1 chriftian duty and devotion, is true enough* 

' -»'<^ -■•' ^ • " ^ ' ■". ■/ [ 

f ^ p4$fr i|0| oQly emitted bia-JtStual kcrt^tiut Vif^ 

''^^Sy'fdrffot io leave it^behiod \i\9{\ For)<vc;|i> 
^apiflt tfaeinAilvft could never recover morepfJiis 

M(fai than the Lord's )>rayer* f^uda pifM b^c erdfit' 

aytPLATNiAv ipeaktog of the ceremoniei of the 
M U ^Qwia Am^liMr trgk^ahMt^. fzttLjQ^ 
^ uii'io^iif^ratt^ erafisne Paier iiofler> t/ue eft.^ 
ti^c^^WTK Jmodbt^, ice. rit. SiXTl "(."^A 

biot which proceiUou fliouldhavc taken long ago. 

lb, 



j4i 7'be Pillarr ^Pui^stcVAFT 
The heavens declare the gbty o/Qosf^mtUtthe 
firmament fticweth b:s handy-iv^rL P/l xix. T6 
excite us to partfcular afts of charity^ it is.fome* 
times neceflary we Ihould sfeE that our brother 
bath need. But wfaens a man h blind and itsi 
to thefe natural and familiar admonitions, the|]b 
i$^ I doubt, but lUtle hopes of his^becpmlogdl 
cf a fudden^iou^ and chaciubk oa iht^fi^ef 
4k,chi(rcb^ even, of 9i,.£atbidmi^ va 4caiple naa4e. 
with haod$9 and where, if theScriptorcMkceil^ 
us not» we kiiow the Moft Higb d^Ueth mm^ 
ip^py hig^i^feofe thaa he dwelleth JA «liie^ 
places where two or tbvee ate g^uhered if^ge- 
tlier in kis aaoe. 

■ ■ " • • - 1 ■ 

It wa$9 we may well foppolby Ibm^ iconilide^ 
rations faggefted by thefe and the like pM^^IgM 
of Soiptufe^ which gave occafion, **iamoft 
^««•iges of the church, to the care of reafoni^!^^^ 
^f loeii to dr^w the people off from Iftjiio^fop 
v«« gr^t weight upon exterml things $ Upooy^r^ 
*^mal aAsof piety i^ and for this dixt^j^m 
lordflii)> idIows> there has been,^r the f/fi^$firL 
0Gcafi6n.« Birr, yonr lordftii^ goes ptij,|^t^ 
<< fiate of matters is quite changed now with 
<> us. Thefe [extefual] tbiogs sr^\a|gle(Mi ^ 
*« a degree, which is, and cannot. hV4 \/0^Jtlt 
^ tended with a decay of aU that |s good." 

' • . , ■ .,.-•' »^: ' 

Strange 
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• > Straoge and mifcrable rererfe 6i tbiogs 1 
Sfhac 5iras a rtafoaabie care in 110^ cgu of the 
cfariftiaa church, and for wiiich there has been 
for ibt mafl part occaiiOQ ; aod a care too, as it. 
fdaioly appears, excited by the very genius and 
iffvaX of the gofpel of Chrift, is at length foper- 
i^d by a change of whkh we have had no 
varaiugy nor had any reafon to exped ; and it 
jiaow become highly fiafonable to lay the weight 
^H, 3ld>ere reafnahUm^n bad'^all alon^;* taken it 
fff^ — f^hligbly firaTonable now to iaflruft the 
flry^fj^^^unportncaof^externalfetigioa*** 

*'^st]^entbe gpfpel of Chrift fo fickfe and 
changeable, that it*s proviiions and expedients 
of eternal life may be accomtnodated, like ha* 
man politicks, to the bnoiptirs and interefts of 
cf^^ iF^ithlefs and perverfe generation ?Nc^ 
i^^lord, the means of falvatipn thro' Ckriji 
\^i^itihAv ever-bleffed author, tUfami -yif' 
urfit]^ U da^y an^ for evn *. Otbir f^undasm 
Otttn^ man laj^ thein is. laidf^ If in any ftate 
^^'^ chryiian church it was reafonable to de- 
^9p^e xht big fariy ilenunts of cT^temU religion, 
ills jiilf as reafonable at this very hoar. 

0] iffJr^MIMriif I b^from fixing upon your lord- 
-M^ #ords^an inHniiatlon, that the care 'of 

^ Hct»*xiii« 8. t X Cor. ill. li. 



144 5^^ PUlars of Priestcraft 
rtafonobhxacxi above mentioned hath ia any de- 
gree contributed to^the iecpy df a/lfbai'is gb^ 
Yet btdj your lordlhip (hould ht?e apprited 
us here, how this dectjy and this nggka -came 
in compaoy together ; andirbat depeudance they 
have tipon each other : your fordfliip^ filence 
oo this head you will give me 4eave toiupi^y, 
. horn (ooe memdrt of a very good judge of 
foch matters. 

•< I have ever rfleemed our reformation from 
•* popery a grdat work, and blefa God for it 
^' daily; and yet I am (Omettmes apt to caU 
<^ fome of tliofe> who had the title of reformers 
« (efpeclally of the latter fcts in queen £/iza^^ 
<* heib*6 time) very littk men j and think i%' 
«* rather d^fcrve the charaftcr of reforn^ras^ 
^* who Ia]x>urcdy at the expence of thdi* eafe 
** and fubfiftence, aqd fometimes of their Ilvesj 
*' to convince the nation that, as cltrlftians and 
'' protcAants, we liad common principles and 
*« precedents enough in the New Teftament, 
<* upon which to unite and to edify each otbert, J 
"< without having recourfe to idle and unnecef-. 1 
*' fary human invemioos. Thefe men could 
<< hardly ever obtain an equitable or even a pa« 
** iknt bearing from the people in power ; who 
** never, that I can learn, gave any betterreafpSy 
«« for not taking the coorfe recommended to 
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^^>them».thaR tha,t ^^ .tbefe oatward circumftaei- 
^^cc% we(e iadiiFerj^t thiiig8»dod.that they had 
. <« atob^riif to Aom tbif pkajed about tbe(&." 

•* Later ages have had the advantage of ad- 
** ding to this weighty argument, that of long 
^^ po([eJpQn\ and what is there that humaa 
^* authority and antiquity together, have not 
« coined into religion ? And thus it is, th^tour 
** ixternah have been blown up fo far beyond 
^\ their natural fize and fignificaace ; and have 
*' fo long taken place of better things, that we 
<* fecm to have forgot where we began ; and 
** moft of us are as much at a lofsin this age for 
♦* true religion as ever. But tho* thefe pieces 
«* of antiquity will do little for oer common 
^'..people, who fecm, indeed, of late to care as 
^Mitde for them as wifer men; 3^t they wili 
** ftiU do for one fort among us ; They will fave 
•< them a great deal of trouble, and perhaps 
** fomethiog elfe, which they might otherwife 
" iuftain by being put into a^. laborious courfe 
** of reforming and edifyiog tl^ pccfple com- 
*' quitted to their care, by the toilfome methods 
*« of the gofpeK Let you and I be filent, and 
^^ make as good a fliff't with them as we can ; 
" for, affure yourfdf, we (hall have nothing 
*< better in this Sgc ♦." 

• f!r rFroni a priva<c Lertci- wj^ca 1 73 S. 

• VOL. IV. G Whether 



1 4-6 ' ^^^ Pillars if Prie sxc r a*t 

Whether this account of the decay of all that 
is good^ or your ]ord(bip's has more of trutli 
and reafoa in it, mu(l be left to the judgmeat 
of the public > in the mean tinie, permit ine 
humbly to reprefent to your lord(hip, that^ in 
our prefent circumftances, i. k is not feafon* 
able to inftruft the people in the importance of 
external religion \ and, were it feafonable, that 
2. It is not practicable to revive any greater 
reverence for our own external religion, than it 
has at prefent, by any fort of inftruftion what- 
ever» 

I. Inftruftion in the importance of external 
religion is not feafonable. That popery is gain- 
ing ground upon us daily, is a matter of fa«ft 
attefted by very confiderable witneffes. Befides 
othejTS of no obfcure eftimation in the world, 
an eminent and leadmg prelate * hath on two 
public occafibns, one in 17459 and the other 
1 750, given the naiion warning of it : What the 
confiiquence of this may, and if it goes on, muft 
be, is eafily apprehended. " Every heart alie- 
«* nated from the protejlant, religion [to ufe the 
*' words of the fame judicious bifliop with a 
•' little variation] carries off with it a pair of 

♦ Bp. Sherlock in hi« fermon on the late rehellhn^ 
and in his lettei to the clergy and people of LonJot 
and Ife ^ihinJUry upon occafion of the late earthquakes. 

2 '* haads 
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^ hands from the defence ef our gracious king 
*' and his government f." 

I will not fay but there may be different ways 
of accounting for this increafe of popery ; but 
of this I am certain, that there is not an argu- 
ment for it, which can be fuppofed to influence 
our common people, that does not derive it's 
weight from the value and importance oi external 
religion. 

And this deferves to be conCdcred by us of 
the church of England fo much the rather, as 
the diffenters affirm *' that the converts to po- 
** pery are gathered from our church by thou^ 
^^fandsy whereas it is hardly ever known that 
'* one is gained from them ♦.*' 

When 1 firft met with this intercfting faft, 
I bethought me of confuhing Mr. ff^bite's de- 
fence to fee what confolati n might be had from 
t'at: and his anfwer, which is remarkable, I 
(hall now. fct down, as greaily to my prcfent 
purpofe. 

* This gentleman having intimated, ** that the 
" foggcflion may be ground lefs, or, if true, may 

f Thankigiving fermon before the commons, 
Jufif 7, 1716. 

♦ Diffenting genilemao's ift anfwer to Mr, WUti^% 
felteis, pag. 12^ 

G 2 "be 
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<< be well accounted for by the difpr oportioa jb 
«< the numbers beloDgiog to each party ;" goes 
OD thus : '^ And'lf more, in proportion to the 
*< number of each, have been gained from 
^* amongft «i, the reafon wbyx% not that which 
^' he has fu^gefted \vi%* the concejjions in xxtb 
•* ariUU tf our church^ but another, even the 
<* multitude of feds that are amoog us. We^ 
♦* for the moft part, are educated and inftruiled 
^* in juft notions of the nature^ unity and commu'^ 
*' nt%n of the .catboUck church, maintained ia 
^* the church of England^ and of the great Im- 
" jpoiiT^NCE and NECESSITY thereof; while 
** their people ajte, generally, fo inflxuitcd, as 
*'\ to have no kind of notion of thefe paajtters, or» 
" if any, it is only of the no-nqceflky,.or ratber, 
•' the infignificancy thereof. And hence it 1$ 
<< natural for our people to be more eafily fcan* 
*' dallied at thofe fchifros and divifions which 
'« ihey fee among, us, and more fufceptible of 
'* impreffions from the artful infinuations of 
«^ lLm{Jh emiflaries concerning them. This is 
<* far more like than that he afCgns to be the 
** true reafon that more converts *," &c. 

See here, my lord, the diflenter's charge not 
only coafefled, but clearly made out by this 
acute advocatefor the church of England ! ^-^-^-^ 

* ifi Defence, pag«i6» 

^* Far 
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•* Far mou like ?" W hy , is ir not ihfe very fame, 
only puflied more home, aod exeinpKfied \ti 
platDer and ftronger terms ?— rThe c&iiVch df 
England claims a power to decree rites or cere- 
monies, and authority in controverfics of faith, 
and therenpon founds the necessity and im- 
portance of unity and communion with her,— 
Here the i?5/B<7«i/?ftrikes in and fays, *' Aye, 
*' but the church" of England docs nor pretend 
*' to be the cathclUk churchy and confequeni4y 
f< can maintain no fuch clahn; The cathoKck 
•* church is Mriih'w/*, and us only, and it is then 
** that you muft look for the mcefftty and impor* 
•* tance of unity and communion." 

li la ihcrcCora for the hoBOur of the church 
of England^ to obferve that (he gives none of her 
members any fucH notiom of unity and commu- 
nion as Mr. tVhite pretends. She" acknowledges 
lind prays for all as members of the catholick 
church, who .<* call themfelves chriftians, and, 
•' hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
*<of pfcace and in rightcbufnefs of life." ' The 
vifible church of Chrift, (he defines [art. xix.^ 
to be '* a congregation of faithful men, in the 
•« which'the pure word of God is preached, and 
<^ the facraments be duly miniftered according 
*< to Chri(l*s ordinance, in all thbfe thiiigs that' 
*' of nectfftty arc requifite to the fame ;" and 
what is ji9t " of neceflity teqalfite to tlic fame** 
G ^ fte 
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fee tcHs Viti art. xxxiv. viz* the rites or ccrto* 
monies of every particular or Dntional church 
<• ordained only by man's authority.*' I 

Whskt jujl nitiens bow can the church of Eng-^ 
land give^ confiAently with thefe her capital 
doftrines, of the tmporkirue, and more efpecial- 
ly of the receffity of communion with her^ or 
With any other particular or national churchy 
where the peculiar diftindions are human rites. 
and ceremonies^ or, in your lordfhlp's hnguage, 
fcrms and externals? And how fhould her 
members who 2iTtjufity educated and inflruded^ 
be fcandalized at divifions, at which the church 
herfelf is not fcandalized ? For my own ?»»■*, i^ \ 

iheriB u A«%7 man whu leacHes Of propagates an; 
fuch notions, as tend to create tho fcandal and | 

fufceptibiiity oi Romijh infinuations that Mr« 
^P'b'te fpeaks of, I am for having him feverely 
cenfured as an unfound member of the church 
of England^ 

Tn agreement with thefe dodlriues and defi- 
ntdons, it is abfolutely neceflTary to u&derftand 
the word church in the xxth article. So Mr. 
Rogirs underflood it, namely for every member ef^ 
fiundjudgmint in the fame ; and Rogers^ writing 
under the wing, and probably by the dtredioot 
of Bancr»ft fas high a churchman as ever pre- 
fid«d in it^ Ijiri excepted] was act likely to ga 



andOKrm>D0XYjBaken. xs-t 

ftltm the fenfe of the church in his expoiitioo '^ 
whatever fefife may have been put upon tl)e 
words fince thofe days, cobcemiog which I think 
the churcli of England (much, I am afraid, tcy 
her lofs aad detriment) has been too filcnt and 
paflGve. 

And here I cannot but flop a while to con- 
template the dexterity of our champions in ftifc- 
ing their ground, and changing .their batteries 
agaxnft the diflenters. Heretofore it was pre-< 
tended that our feds Were the fpawm of the Je^ 
fuits^ that Jejulis ha4 been known to mix among 
themt and that many of their tenets were th« 
fame with thofe of ihat ordcrof meq*, &C, But 
farely the Jffuits were viler politicians than or- 
tlinary rn this mlfapplicaticrrt of their craft ; tlic 
feftariesv in virtue'of their education and in"- 
^ruftion it feems, have flood their ground^ and 
bid 'defiance to all their artifice ; while the ihemi- 
bers of the church of England— But forbid it 
heaven that this fhould be the truth of ihi 

^ There feems to be ad iiteUnationhra late leari^ 
«d and fpirited writer, to fix^a charge of ihis nature 
upon the methodifts \enthufiafm of the papills and mi- 
^<Qd\^% compared., part ii. pag. 179. to the )snd\ Whe"- 
t^cr popery will thrive better in this »^*w fe^t thauit 
hasdoneinthoie of longer ftanding, time tn«ft (heu^ 
However, what this ingenious author fays, about the 
middle of pag. 178. is well worth remarking, and 
not foreign to the cbfe in hand. 

G 4 cafe^ 
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cafe ; and as Mr* PThite himfelf, and more tha» 
he are difpofed to queftlon the faft, may I with 
all defereDce to your lordfliip's bench humbly 
fuggeft» that this matter may be e:samiaed to 
the bottom^ and £itisfa£lioD given to all b^ 
majefty's faithful • and affeftionate fubjecls.; 
which may eafily be done by their lordfliips re- 
quiring punftnal anfwers to t-wo (hort qtieries, 
fent to the minifter and churchwardens of every 
pariflu viz* ^. Homt many perfons in your pa> 
ri(h have beep perverted to popery within thefe 
laft— '-years? and 2. How many of thofe To 
perverted had been of the church of England^ 
and how many of them proteftant dilTeaters^ 
and of what denominaiioa ? But 

2. I am afraid, my.Ioril, in(lru£lioD in the 
importance of external religion would, at this 
time, be unfeafooable on another account ; the 
people who would mod want thefe infiruAions, 
are, it is doubtful^ uninfti u£ted not only in the 
importanciy but in the very principles of at^ re.- 
ligion. The ignorance of our common people 
even ii^ thofii Feligious masters which ^re eafieft 
to undecftandy as well as tp remember, I mean 
the hiftorical paflages of the New Tefhment, i^. 
hardly to be conceixred by thofe who have not 
had fome particular occafion of converfing with 
them on thefe fubjefts ; much lefs do they know 
the faving troths of. the gofpel, and the terms of ^ 
\ . • eiermU 
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eternal life grounded on that hiftory j would 
'your lordrtiip have the inftruflion of this fort 
begin at theimportance of ^;rf^r«tf/jin rdigion? 
Thefe at the beft are but ufeful, or edifying as 
modes of expreffing the faith and piety that is 
already in the heart : but what prol^ftanjt or 
ctiriflian ufe can they make of them, to wnom 
externals have nothing to convey worth their 
having, and who have nothing to exprefs by 
. their means ? But, 

2. It is not prafticable, I imagine, to revive 
any greater reverence for our ^u;w externals, thaa 
they have at prefent, by any fort of inftruflion* 
For, 

I;) If the ftrefs of this inftruflion is^to be 
laid on the edifying nature of jhe things them^ 
felves, they have had their weight for a courft- 
of no lefs than two hundred years, and can rja* 
/«rtf//); make no ftrongcr impreflions than they 
have done. • Every argument has been offered ' 
in their behalf which the moA ingenious an^ 
learned men in the kingdom could think of; 
And if it might befuppofed that new arguments- 
and topics in their favour could be found out ; 
yet, if, as the honcft • gentleman above quoted 
has remarked, thefe externals are inconvenient 
and difgufting in the practical part, thefe new 
arguments will be fo far obftpudcd in their ope* 
TAiion, and fail in their efllft. 
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a) It Nvill be remembered that there havr 
been men in our communioti of equal judgment, 
and^ perhaps for the moft part, in equal nuta*- 
bers, who have been differently perfuaded con- 
cerning the edification to be had from our forras^ 
Neither will it be forgot, that thefe very forms, 
comprized in the word, churchy have given coun*- 
tenance and occafion to much diforder and ilt 
temper, and to much faftion and fury in the* 
Kingdom : and tho' this circumftance of itfelf 
fliould be no argument againft the things them- 
felves, yet it wilj be made oncj and I doubt more 
pains muft be taken to teach people to dtjlln*' 
guijh in fuch cafes, than the clergy weU cany 
or will be willing to fpare from other bufinefs* 
The intrigues of Cbar/es the fccoad's time, and 
the incotififtency of the aft of uniformity witb 
his two declarations, nothing can glofs over. A 
late fenfible and fufficiently cautious writer^ 
whom I have quoted above, has indeed ventured 
to hint that the government at that time in mak- 
ing this law had {oxntfenfe<A inconvenuHces^ and' 
were direded by confiderations of propriety 
in the alterations they made in our fervice. His 
words are thefe : " At the time of the reftora- 

•' tion of the church and monarchy our li- 

«* turgy had been out of ufe, as well in private 
** as in public aflemblies, almoft twenty years. 
«< Yet it is obfervable, that even then, the go- 
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«* veramcnt was fo fenfibU of the incmvmiemn 
♦* of any great alteration in forms which the 
*' people had yet fomc remembrance of, as to 
** think it proper to diredl the co.mmiffioners, 
*« appointed to confider of ihbfe things, to avoid, 
*' as much .as may be, evm all abbrrvidthns that" 
*' ftiould be found neceflary ♦." 

Here we fee the enablifliment of yS much mre 
than fome people hoped for, or, conlidering the 
declarations abovementioned, had good reafon' 
to hope for, is afcribed to fenfihility and tender'- 
nefs for the people ; perhaps this writer may 
. believe fo, and perfuade fome others to be of 
chat mind. 

But however that be, the (beets of this patu^ 
phlet were fcarce dry from the prefs when aoo^ 
thermade its appearance, in whuch the author 
gives us leave to think very differently of this 
matter. What he fays of the a^ oi uniformiiy 
is as follows : " How thefe words, tothe^ ufe ef^ 
" came to be otnitted out of the exprefs form of 
•* words that are ordered to be read m church 
•* for a legal qualification, I cannot fay, nor 
'* whether they were oijiiited out of negleft or 
** by defign 2 but I own, it feems to me, whenu 
•* I confider the humour of the times when that 

• Fr.and Imp. Confid. pag. 5, 64 ^ 

• G 6 *' aftf 
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«< aft was made, that it was done with dejign^ 
^< as a SNARE to oblige poor confcientious mea 
^< who did not read the aft of parliament ar 
<< lengthy to give op their liviogs, rather than' 
^^ declare their unfeigned afleot and confeotto* 
^ all and every thing contained ia tbi book of 
•* common- prayer ^'^^ 

, Your lordfbip here fees two very different 
opinions of the men and times when the a^ 
ofuniformiiyy which elbbltihes onr prefent ex- 
ternals, >vas made. If the opinion of the latter* 
is to be rigarded, all may not be right with the 
ixternak, themfelves in favour of vi^ich fuch a 
bafe and cruel artifice wasprojefted. It is trne^ 
the other gentleman would give us a difFerent 
idea of the dlfpofition and councils of tbofe 
times ; but why ftouldwe believe the one, rather 
than the other ? If, as common fame TeportSi 
And the gentleman bimfelf intimates, the Confix 
derer pul&Iifhed his work tinder the wing of 
authority ; the other declares himfelf to be a 
tlergyman of the eftahlijhed church. And the ejfay 
fpeaks fufficiently for his good fenfe and integri- 
ty. And, if be alfo may have the aid of com- 

• The aathor fubjoins this note : ** And accord- 
•* ingiy there were 1800 perfons, that were adlually 
*< deprived of their livings rather than fubmit to the 
•« terms prefcri)&cd— *' audit ia worth our notice, de- 
fn^ed by an upbrc*viaHQnx 

SBOQ 
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bfgheft rankr 

Theie ase difficiilties^ my lord, which, whea 
they fall ia a.clergymao'S'Way, will greatly obt> 
ibo^ bis inftruftions in the importaDce of pur 
externals. Nor, 

3v) Do I apprehcnd'he will have much better 
fttccefs in urgiag the authority^ of the church. 
The time was indeed when the language o£ mojf 
of oar clergy was, Stir not ajiep out ofthedlreSf 
paths of Ai churchy ; and /i&f»confiderabIe num* 
bcrs of the people were inclinable enough to 
Men to them* But thsftaU of matters is' quite 
J^angid withns now in this refpeft alfo ;> and ma** 
uy accidents have intervened, which will pre- 
vent our retreating into ihisjirongbold, or, how- 
ever, .our fortifying it into a tenable poji. 

The incomparable biftiop Burnet in the dedi- 
cation of the third volume of his hiftory of the 
r^formationrptinted'iy 1 5, has thefe remarkable 
words. '' Your majefty, we truft, is defigned 
<>* by Gob to (omp/eat the reformation it&lf ^ to 
•* re^ify what maybe yet amifs ; and to fuppfy 
** what is defe£iive among us ; to oblige us to 
^^ Cve and to labour more (iiitably to our profef- 

t Memorial of the church of England, in Coke^z 
4ctedion, vo^, iii. pag. 247., 

** fion j 
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«^ fiOQ } and unite tls more firmly amoog oar* 
•* fclvcs, to bury, and for ever to cxtinguifti the 
*♦ fears of our rclapfing again into popery ; and 
♦* to cftablifli a confidence and correfpondence 
<« with the proteflant and reformed churches: 
••^ abroad/* 

We have here the teftinaony of one bifhophoMr 
Httle expedient it was to adhere, withont devi- 
ation, to the paths of tlie church : About the 
fame time more of them gave their united opi- 
nion of the confequences of this doftrifte of the;^ 
memorial to this efFcft : 

' ** We are the more concerned,. &c.— ^becaufe^ 
** fome who have valued themfelves, and have 
*♦ been too much valued by others, for a pre* 
*• tended zeal for the churchy have joined with' 
•« papijii in thefe wicked attempts \" &c. 

Since this time it hath been obferved that our 
great churchmen in general have, greatly to- 
their honour, laid afide much of this ignorant 
and impatient zeal of contending to the utter-- 
^inoft for every appendage to the church of 
England^ they are known to be friends to tole- 
ration, and to have more moderate and equitable 
Sentiments concerning fome particulars in our 

f The bifhops declaration tellifying iheir abhor* 
leacc of rebellion, 1715. 

prefent 
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forefathers e&pf eiled 

Id thefe eircumftaoces it would 5e in vain for 
^e inferior clergy to attempt to build any greats 
matters ia favour of external religion upon 21. zeal 
for the church ; accordingly that fpirit hath alfo 
greatly fubflded among themy and one perhaps 
might go back feme years without finding any- 
thing of that furious kind in print,, which ufed^ 
to'pefter the public ia the days of Sacheverel*. 

One thing, indeed,, my terd, there is in all 
this, which! find amufes thinking people a good' 
ieri: Since a departure from the paths 0/ the- 
tkurcb is, of late day?, neither fo offenHve to^ 
chwrcb oxji^e^ as heretofore ; but on the con^ 
ftary, may veity well be borne with ; it is won^^ 

* Soi I thoaght, when T wrote thi«. But fauntering 
into a bookieller's (hop, not long after, the firft thing 
1 laid my hand* on was a pamphlet, written, as the 
title-page imports, by fomething of //-^p^jr/fr, which,, 
on the firH opening, exhibited a charadler of the 
petition to parliament from the city of Briftoly.'m fa- 
vourof a bill for the naturalization of foreign prote- 
Hants, in the decent terms of an attempt to Jill the 
natFM nuith beffgars and /cbifinaticks. lam told the 
fuppofed author is an elderly man. What am4ferable 
lime muft he have had with this teizing^ hungerftarv- 
ed, folitary daemon oiScbr/m at his elbow for the laft 
twenty or thirty years ? — But, Quaere-'What is the 
proper r^ligioos appellation, of an Engiifh proteflani 
•f our national chiwch ac Geneva i 

dered 
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dered what (hotild hiad&r a free and impartijf 
ioqairy whether the paths of the charcfa are 
really fa din^ as to admit of no joft amend* 
ment, and efpecialty as fome fnggeftions to the 
contrary have been offered 'to the public, whldi 
appear to many plons and judicious members of 
the cftablifhed church to have great wrigh^, 
ancf will, I apprehend, be another means of 
rendering ineffeftual our inftfuftionsin the /m- 
portance of extirnal religion ^ as it is circum^ 
ftanced in our church at this time. 

For my own part, my lord, lanr firmly per* 
fuaded that -if every* thing be abfolutely right 
in the church oi'England^ our forefathers afted 
iK)t only more wifely, but more righteoufly ihanr 
we, in compsWng people to come into her, and 
in diflrefling thofe who would not : On this fup^s^ 
pofition, all who deviate firom the church, devi-> 
ale from the word of God (for that is th&. 
church's rule).and ought on no account to be 
tolerated* But if there is.anyconfiderable roook- 
fOr amendment land alteration for the better, we 
are, upon our own principles of proving all things 
by the word of Gody evidently^ condemned j flir- 
ring, in fact and inpra^ice, not ajiep out of the 
paths oi the churchy even whilft the mo/i o( us 
perhaps are confcious that fome of thefe paths 
are far from being fo Ar^^'as the appliGatioa of 
i>ur great rule would make tbeuu 
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Jirthe^ear 1718, Avhen the bill repeaKng the 
%u€\fional zudfchifm aSti was in debate, bifliop 
Ktnmi defined the church of England to be, £ 
firiptural inflkuiion upon a legal eJlahUflment * .• 
with whkh definition I have always been e>>- 
tremely pleafed, and at the fame time extremely 
defirotts to have it verified. 

Concerning the legality of the efiablifliment,. 
there is not, nor caa be, any dlfpute: ft wUl 
admit of no conlroverfy among thofe who hold^ 
all their civil rights aod privileges under. the 
£ime authority which efiablilfaes the church % the 
queAlon upon whishwe are chiefly divided^ has 
been concerjaing the fcriptwal inflitutkn^ f^ 
point, whicbx in revereinre to an higgler leg^Ha-^ 
ture, (houid certainly among proteflants^ be 
equally clear : If this matter is not yet fufficteoU 
Yf decided in our favour f, it is by no maan^ 
expedient io-taki it for grantidy or to confidcr it 
in the light of a point of bsnour, fince I^ iuch 
indolence, or fucfa arrogance, we are lofiog the 
mod valuable advantages and benefits of our 
eftablifliment ; the true original end of whicb 
undoubtedly is, the edification <^' the people gf. 

♦ Tindalh Continuation, 8V0. voU.xxvil.pag. 240; 

•f- Whether it is or not, we may form ibme judg- 
ment, perhaps, .by the controverfy between Dr. M- 
#W/ and Mp. /'//rf^, and more latfl^ between Mr* 
M'hite and the dijfinting gentUman^ &c» &c. 

God, 
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God, worftiipptng him with one heart and x^rkh 
©DC mouth : nor can We ever be joftfy vindicat- 
tdy by barely conniving at, add permitting the- 
feparationof fo many of our chriftian brethren, 
vpo& fcruples fo important to them, ancF, as we* 
are oftentimes driTca to confefs, fo i'ttie import 
iant to us. 

"Where unity and peace are difregardecfy 
♦* devotion muft be fo too, as it were by naturap 
•* confequence f •* and difregarded out of air 
doubt they are, whilft we fufFer it to remain a- 
queftion (which has fome undeniable probabi* 
Mties agalnft us) wbgnce and by tvhom the offence- 
^methi If that may not- fee eltarly determined' 
ty the word of God, It wHl fi6t be vei^ eafy 
to afoertain the grounds upoti ^hich fo fevere 
a WO is denounced' againfl: th6 dffedder. 

So that-, my lord, Ih whatever light we cpn- 
fider this fubje£J, it is neither ifeafonabk not- 
expedient, nor at all conducive to revive prac- 
tical religion in the hearts of our people, ta- 

f I have borrpwed thcfe words from the 17th pt^e 
efa fermon preached 2X HaUfax m^Yorkftfire^ July 
1751, by John Wat/on A. M. fellow c^i Brajen No/e 
college in Oxford and curate of Halifax : wbiich if 
any man» who has fixpence to fpare, will purchafe^. 
perufe, and lay to heart,, he will lay out his time and 
his money very well.. 

preacb 
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preach up the importance olextimals in geaeral, 
or of our own in particolar. 

The imporiance of external religion is the grand 
CDgioe of the papifi», which they play with the 
greateA tStSt upon our common people, wha 
are always fooneft takea and infnared by form' 
and Jhew ; and, fo far as we concur with them 
in the principle, we are doing their work, fince 
if externals, as fuch, are important^ the plaia 
natural coufcqaeace i^ the more of th^m ihs 
titter. 

Oa another hacul» our Advocates for the 
church obferve and declare, <* that our contro-^ 
'* verfy with the proteftaat diflenters is not 
'< about matters of faitb^ ioi they fubfcribe the 
^* fame articles of faith that we do ;" cpufe*^ 
quently the difpute is about externalt suadferms^ 
aad to loflruA the people in the importance of 
our own peculiar modes^ as diftin^l from, and ex?' 
clufiveofany other, is to widen this breach, and 
weaken the proteftant intereft ibis way too 5 and 
Bot to retive praAkal religion, but to foment 
and inflame contention, and every evil work» 

In the next place, the excellent author of 
the ejfay on fpirit fays, thai " a man who ful>- 
" Icribes only for peace fake, and the preferva- 
^ tionof the outward forms of focicty, may, for 

•' pru- 
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*' prudential reafons, . honcftly fubfcribe amf 
•' fubmit to the nfe of om cflablifhed form, 
** though be, in his own private opinion, may 
" think <5«t/*/r to be better.*' There is, my 
lord, great rcafon to believe, that the honeft 
and thinking fubfcribers among tbe- clergy of 1 
the church' of England zrt, many of them, ih 
thcfe circumftances. With what heart and | 
confcience can thefe men fer aboot inftrufting 
the people in the iwpartaner of Sinj thing which 
they believe to be not-fo edifying as fomething 
clfe in the room of it wQuld be ? 

Upon the whofc, rHar a- ffradlical fcnfe of 
religion is at a very low ebb among all ranki 
ofourpeopk, I very readfly agree with your 
Ibrd(hip'; that this matter ought to be very 
ferionfly confidered by chriftian minifters of 
all orders and degrees, none will deny ; whc- I 
ther the method pointed out By your lordfliip* i 
in this part of your charge, fs fo"likely to re- | 
vive either the credit or the influence of reli- i 
gi6n» as (bme other methods defcribed and en- 
joined in St. PauPs charges to timothy and' 
Titus^ or whether indeed your lord (hip's me- 
thod is at all proper for the purpofe in our 
prefcnt fiiuation,—— ^-and laftly, whether our 
externals ih religion, and' the circumftances, 
appendages, and conditions relating, to them^^ 

do* 



and Orthodoxy Jhaken. 165 

Ao not ratKer obfini£(, iban forward true 
^briftiaD edification, is freely fobmitted to the 
judgment of the ferious, difinterefted, and 
impartial part of the public, and moft hamb- 
ly recommended to your Iprdfhip's fecctad 
thoughts, by. 

My Lord^ 

Tour Lerdflufs 

jmfi refpeSful Serv^tnt^ &c* 
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POSTSCRIPT* 

IK the 1 2th page of this charge yonr lordfliip 
fpeaksof the iaw of virtue writttn upon our 
htartsj as a topic proper lo be wfifted on by 
the clergj from the pulpit ; by which, I fup- 
pofe, your lordfliip may mean what is comQ:ioii* 
ly called the laWy or the religion of nature. Now, 
my lord, if there is really fuch a law written in 
every man's hearty will it not clearly follow, that 
religion may, and indeed mufl be preferved 
among mankind, whether there is any outixutrd 
/Lrw of it, or not? 

I fliould think too, that, whatever becomes 
oi external forms in religion, it greatly concerns 
your lordfliip, that this doftrineof a natural law 
ftiould be, not only true in a philofophical 
theory, but fairly exemplified in a pra6lical 
fyftem, vifible and intelligible to the whole 
world ; your lordfliip having exprefly afTcrted 
elfewhere, that ** li'mrevelution there be found . 
'• any pojfages^ \h^feemtng meaning of which is 
*' contrary to natural religiony we may mojl cer* 
•* tainly conclude, that fuch fecming meaning is 
*• not the r^tf/onef." But who can pofUbly 
conclude thus, till he has a moji certain fjftein 

f Bp. Butler's Analogy, pag, i6o. 

of 
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«f Qatoral religtoo toiaterjHret thek feeming 
Aeapbgs by -^ 

The firft time I took particular notice of this 
fl^Skffit was in « cootroYerfiai paa^phlet vpon 
tbc^afe. of fuKcnpuDQ to the xxxix ankles of 
oor cb9rab» wiiere it was cited, as I remefnber, 
to difcrcdit fubfcrlptim^ €?eQ to the Scriptures^ 
explaioedany other wife than- by thjubfcr iter's 
mjnfenje of them, without admittiog auy man, or 
aay body of men, to judge of the orthodoxy, the 
truth, or the propriety of that feofe^ and I 
thought this authority from your lordftjip very 
full to the writer's purpofc. 

But how will this agree with the importance 
ef external religion^ the great fupport of which, 
among us^ is fubfcription to human forms and. 
compofitions ? Are thefe exietjials written in 
our hearts too, and a part of the code natural? 

However, it isbutjuftice to your lord (hip, 
to obferve^ that this incautious dodlrine of the 
Quchgy is moft efFeftually confuted by an obfer- 
v^cion of your lordftiip'^i in this very charge, 
p<ig, 11^ viz. ** The infinite grcainefs of GoD*s 
** fcheme of government, both in extent and 
** duration, togerher with the wife connexion 
" of its parts, and the impoj/sii/ity of ace cmtng 
^^ for the feveral parts, without yi-^w^ the whole 

^^ plan 
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<\ fkm ofp-mier^^ to whkk lii^f retefe ; wMch 

^ is i90«i the; »lm^ JlretA of cmr- uim^i/^ 

I am very fore yonr lordfliip Vdl BOt make 

the leaft difficulty ih admitting the federal dif- 

penfations arid circumftances of revealed religioa 

' to be parts of this fcheme of governmentj this 

/•/<2« oi proviJerice : As, therefore, to fee the 

wljdom^ propriety^ or connexion of ail ihefe parts, 

or to fee tlie whole plan of prcvidince^ is beyond 

theiitmoft ftretdi of human underftanding, to 

whkh Vliris great interpreter, natural religion^ 

V pretends only to be commenfurate^ what Ihould 

* hinder us from concluding, that many feemmg 

meanings in our bibles may be real* ones, any 

thing to the contrary in natural religion not- 

witMandirig, 

To fpeak my owtt fectlmtnts freely, I hare 
no better opipion of the dearnefs^ certainty^ uni^ 
fornAty\ univcrfaUty^ &c. of this law of virtue 
written in the human hearty than I have of the 
importance^ of external religion : There is a cir- 
cumftance. attending this doftrine which ren- 
ders the- truth as well as the. merits of it 
extremely doubtful, and that is, that in its 
application to pra£lice, k is DOi only not ufeful 
fpr want of proper explanauon, butyfo far as k 
is upderllQody e:&ceedipgly pernicious to the 

prin- 
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priacTpIes and iBoralf of oar conmoii pccyle, * 
and, to fty tbe trath, ^ the great as well as the 
fmall volgar. 

Thecertaia confeqaeoce of referriog man^ 
kind CO a lew of natnti or virttu wrkten ttfmi 
tbfir btartSf is, 'their ba^og recoorfe to titir&nm 
fgnfi oftlnngi qq all 0€caIioos» which beiog> in 
a gR^tBMJortty, no better than family foperfti* 
tiOD, party prgodice, or felf-iaterefted artifice 
(perhaps a conqpomd of all) will be too apt to 
over-rale tbe platii, gecieroas, felf-denyiog and 
humble precepts of thegofpel, after all that can 
he (aid to di%race them ; and much more when 
they pafs for tbe dilates of naturel nligim^ and 
people are told into tbe bargain (which, I am 
ffraid^is too often the cafe) that thefe diAatea 
difier no otberwife frim thofe of the gofpeI» 
ihan as the latter are enforced by more explicit 
promifes, and pofitiFe authority. 

If therefore natural religion (be it what you 
will as to its intrinfic merit) is liable to be thus 
miftaken, it is high time to have done with it in 
the pulpit ; very few of our common people are 
philofophers, or can fee far enough into the na* 
ture of things to analyfe virtue into its compo* 
nent parts ; and if they are once led into a mif- 
take fo favourable tp their own concrits and 
prepoflTefCons, no fubfequent explanatkms will 
ferve to fet them right ; For, having fent them 

VOL. IV. H to 
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to their owp heads and hearts for a rule tf Uft^ 
you will be greatly difappointed if you expeft 
they will allow you to maaag« it for thenu 

- Upon this ac<:ouQt, my lord, I would hayc 
tetigion proved, defended, and ta«ght )^y the 
^hriftian minifi^r from the BI B L £ only $ and 
\ would have every fudi minifter plainly and 
fapnefily tell his . peopde that he has no pilar 
proof of its original, its truth, its obligations^ 
ifsprefent benefits, or its future rewards, to lay 
before tbem» than what is contained in the 
l^criptures -, which I vrould alfo have him to 
c;xhort them to fearch and Audy for themfelvea 
With the utmoft diligence and application-; and 
tjiep he may fafeiy let the reft be at their own 
4)eril. 

' And here I cannot but take notice, before I 
cnake an end, of my fmgular misfortune in dif- 
fering from one of your lord (hip's diftinguiflied 
SQerlt, and eminent.fiatk>n9in two fo confiderable 
itrticles, a^, »J:Jftw cf virtue written upon our 
h(/fKtSf and 7he Amportance cf external religion^ 
^hi.cjti) indeed, it is not common to find among 
thc'favouritao^ons of one and the fame man. 

•Perhaps it may be as uncommon to find tbcni 

Ip.^i/^''^^^ with one and the fame man : But fo 

irhappeaa^ I have had a long, and, as I am 

v«ril](per£uaded, a reafonabic quarrel to them 

3 bo:k. 
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tctb, as well on account of the unfrieQdly con- 
tfaft between the theories on which cbey arc 
feverally fupporterf, and the genukie grounds of 
the chriftian difpenfatioQ, as for the tocredible 
mifchief they have done to prafiical religion « 
being adopted as principles by infinite number* 
of our people who neither know the meaning of 
the one^ nor the ufes of the other, and to whom . 
they have been, in different ways, inAruments 
to miflead them from the wholfome and living 
waters of the gofpei, to the broken and muddy 
cifterns of human fufficiency and human aathmiy. 
To the firft we owe the flouri(hing ftate of i«- 
fi4iUty and its legitimate progeny, a profligate 
\:orruption of maimers^ among all ranks and de« 
grecs of our people; to the latter we are behol- 
den for the progrefs and advancement of popery^ 
(thebafeft and moft (hamelefsof all fqpcrflitions) 
to the manifeft hazard of our cimll and religious 
liberty, which will be no longer fafe than our 
gracious and righteous fovereign, and his pro- 
teftant defcendants, arc fecure from the incefTant 
and diabolical machinations of RomiJI) emifTa- 
ries ; from which may God's good providence 
continue to proteft them ; in which prayer, 
ootwithflanding my opinion of the tendency of 
your lordfhip'sdoftrine, lam perfeftly afTurcd, 
your lordibip will join with, 

My Lwd^ (once more) 

Your L9rdjhip\ &t; 
H % 



THE 

COMPLAINT 

OP T H E 

CHILDREN o£ ISRAEL, 

REPRESENTING 

Their GRIEVANCES tinder the 
Penal Laws j 

And praying, 

Tbat if the tests are repealed,, the Jewi may 
ba?e the benefit of this indnlgencc in commoa 
trith all the odier fnbjeAs of Bngtani. 
IN 
A. Letter to a Revtreod Hi^ Pried 
of the Cburcb by Law eflaili/biJ. 

. From tlieEiOHTHEDiTioN. 

By SOLOMON JBRABANEL, 
oltheHuifioi DJf^ID. 



TnA Prioted in the Year 1736. 



4 lAf^AriM, m]tk>f ti ihh iftgetiimis rraft; ancf 
•f the Animai'verfions on a certain Ptdauh Remarks^ 
&c. inferted in the 3df v'dl. cl^ this work, was a man (ct 
fincolar and extraordinary that a (hort account of him 
^rjbe aceepOblp to tbe'readltfr. t " ' ■ 
" ne Wzs^mik ft) an attorney, when being recom- 
mended to Sir Rp J^r/ lV.aIpoie as a man of mod ready 
wit and invention in writing, he took him into hiy 
ftrjVicc,.afict.employfd Mm f^r ^a cotrrfe of yo^nin 
- wnting ih ^frte BrfioM, iftJa 6thtf p>iperi in defence 
of hh Admipi||r9lton, for /wXiqk he^affigncd him » 
thoa&nd poands yearly out of the treafary : and be- 
fides thofe public papers, he wrote feveral occafional 
trades in defence of his Pitrott, who laid the treafary 
open to his Remands, But when Sir Rolftrt refigncd, 
all his fuppllesi Wing Hoppifd; and ha^in^ fpent hi» 
,. JQDQCK as fadras iud>rciceil«(£it;4ladi)biiig in'd^bt a 
thoufaad pound^f Jigjdiecl of ^ ;brpjpep ;hearf ii> the 
•26th year oP4itV age." " ' ' ' , 

His invention was fo <}u%k, that Sir Rehert nfed to 

^f^y, nqYnin in ffi^^Wcolild.wiiie a^pa^np^Iel ic/fo 

Kile time as Jrnall, His, expences were boundlefs, 

leaving at one 'limeiti&j fumilhed foifglngs in three 

""^•ifHSRWBi pafwoi' the ttrtyji anti iocepf 11^ ' a ctx^tTii avil 

fix. . .. • -^ ■ • ^> ^ • o . . - . i^\ . 

"*' *~rtrxras'3ut!ior uf ilie Lhht to Dk' Ciide'x on his 

tri^fft ijtfirU€ij^n tv '«^. cr^t^Wt^ .in r\he 9% <^flDr. 

RundU^ appbjn^ficj ^iihop of iMdondirri: he alfo 

wrote Oftofidcnm ptf'o/ of t^A\iif{fini Qodius and 

-^ffr^nr* aod tnmy.othci. pohiiCfllluQii all Ytv^^^xa- 

gpniousand plaufible apologies for the adminlAration 

of that time. It is (aid, that he affected to be a 

^eatienian^\i»t h^^'nAtXK all Companies «sran «#/fr- 
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THE 

COMPLAINT 

O F T H E 

CHILDREN of Z^TJ^EL^ 



Reverend Sir, f ^ / ^ 

ALTHOUGH I aito 2LjEW^^.dtctfmttfid 
Jewj it ^Ul be allowed me to^addr^ 
-myfelf to a chrljrian hi^. prie/f it nOT 
.will the rabbins of our religion Condemn me fcf 
4his applicatioDy fince I come to you ia behftif 
of a onmerous innocent ^i^o^lc^ groaoiog ^od^ 
bppreiliop, obliged to contribute to every; pulp 
lie char^, yet excluded from every ,piibUis.. ea|>' 
^ploymcut \ and this, on no other account ^b^K^ 
that of religion^ though you know,.aodv I doubt 
iioti are ready to avow, that the c«Ri9TiAt«- 
reUgi^n wat never inUndid^ tiOt< Qqghr^ /d Lave 

f Dr. Glh/on yh\G[iO^ of Londowm 
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tii RIGHTS OF UAHMtHD l« a W9rft tmHtm 

than it found tbmu 

The troth is, that we» the Jiws of this klog- 
Ami, who have always been peaceable wcU- 
nKfaoiog ineo» fobmitted with patience to this 
hardfhip, beeauie we never yet£vw onr chriflian 
coofctVymcn agreed in opinion, whether cbrif^ 
tia>fi in general are qualified by ibrtfiiaHity itfeif 
for public employments^ and we were led to 
telieve, that if iht faith ofChriJl admitted of (b 
much diflin^lion, if cbriftians might be feparated 
from ttrijliansy and only thofe of a favouriti 
complexion entitled to offices, the Jews in this 
cafe could not hope for much indulgence fron 
• people who haveyS MUfar om amthtr. 

B«t fince thUf umhling hUck ofofftna is fikely 
to be taken away, fince it is propofed that oo 
UMin'^ REUOious oPiHioNs fiull be any 
loogtf hts.dvf/ qoalificaticia or difqualification, 
^p^ hope, that ^«r^dgii4^i»i^j will not be the 
#1^ mill reodved within this righteous coidiht^ 
hcaifiom but that jmr. Sir, whofe ^oity we 
reverence, though we difier from your didi, 
wiH be 9wr pmfm on the pri|Ki|4e of »iiitr/f^ 
thariij \ that as the great apafik of your reT& 
huioD ported to be Ailed the ^pofile wfthi Grn^ 
tilest you will think it no diOionour to be the 
RisHOP OF THE j£W8^ and that as your Sa* 

viutr 
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fay of 700 with equal tqitli, Bitoid am If-, 
izcUtcinwbomfiiriifTiQgffilc. Eoii, ^.• r 

, We bmse, aa «AVc(BoMd>Ie *i%ht to .yoiir 
fr^aio^^ if yon are miqiieftioiiable^ia your 
J^fri^i (as wliadare^even iu%ea.it ?} vrim 
told by fom^do'sfiUm vbo fijnwtimes attends 
charcby that ia your ^i^/# where yon never 
deceive, and io yo«r friers where you never 
diflemble, yon beie^ch G0J for J^wa, Ttiris^ 
and Infiieh^ V^% ^ ^I^^ preference of thofe 
who believe the jfraKan pr^btt^ja yoii.prefi:^ 
MabomtUms before thofe who believe ncmeat alL 
Now, it would be nnreafonabje. to throw u^ 
wholly on* the care pf heaved, witbovt fhewipg 
fome regard to us on your own part : It wouI4 
be Impofing a bortfaien on the prOvideote of 
God, and ixpi&mg him U work miracUs^ wfailft 
yon negleft the natnrai means of dohigus good*' 
If therefore you refufe our tecfonaUf reqntAsi 
and fiawar us 'vi^th intpr^baU^ prayers, you aOT 
the pare of uurlim^ vlho profefi a worid of 
refpeft for (heir friends; whilft they avoid every 
9ppohQ0|ty of ferving tbesi, and ^gef rid of 
them at hft by recobiaiefkltog them to princet 
or gf^ai piffinSf who have either no leifure C0 
flund them, or 00 obligaiion to prefer them* ^ 
- - ■ • , . '• « 

W,e bof€ for greater xaodour fromy«jir,.Sjr^ 
apd $u:e therefore thus free to trouble you with 
H 5 out 
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obr mod rearonible apprAenfioq^^ t^at thodgtl 
^omHht ^'figid !bf!ltations o( out Treltglon \^ 
^efcfJT'Otlc oftJS* mdft ^^Yca^taTn miiiHattQni'of 
jikefiejb^ yfet^-oogW^tfot fAirt'abjr coh^f^cra* 

ifelrlfemeQt:whbfe:miithdi4ty ^ jm^c^K^Ttd^^tf^ 
whoTet^abMikflfent wt hiltK App^/ted ^ith 
fttch: irropwadhabh ««:mf;ftcM feflr^fib^e^. 
refted asev^.thdi )ia^xi'^m^cm^ffi'ihifi^^^ 
X'tei fdr^fettlftfe feri?^r^^*3fl^f^db^afY Vtjid 
*n t«Tt«fl 'Axafiotis- have^''W6'%^S6r^ jwrjOi 
the trafts and' loaded' Vitfa the Ibpiindcs. of this 
irojal family,* would lie flatierea bcforid 'ivhat 
ihVir modcfty can bear, M^ei'iP'ir faici in thcff 
jpriife, "Aiat'they \i2ii^'ti<>i fehatfti is' the govern^ 

In fafl, cur prefe&t ttfage.is;^oit grievKni; 
tbiia what we endured, even: In the £7«tl ^ 
i^^f^^ W« wcfte fofarfnoffiibeii^'Oiid^-iii^ 
iC(bp2Kitle» thchc, ;thac IJosEipVfr;* a ^aA'^mdfit 
JtWy was Ictng Pbmra^h^s PRiNrfa Mtwi^^TtW} 
Mder w1k)& gentle odmiiilftratt6h'we-&btinnb*dd 
cxccediirgly ; which' b more th^d We &al>^ ^ci 
done by th« favour 9f 'frtiniftin^ thdtfgW ftfan^ 
have btea h firmer ir/;fe«^'who wtthtea «*t//i»iN 
<umclfton to make them perf£ct Jews, ,, 

* Mr, fuhnj^ ',,,.,. 
Tlus 



This esrclufioa from the trufts of that fociety 
5vKich we belong to, is the more intolerably 
gririHifuty bccaufe, (houia you look into all the 
tffices cfbufitiefsy whether cwilov tccUfiaJlUal'^ wc 
mayiafely appeal to your Cjindid opinion, whe- 
ther yoa know many perfons employed therefti' 
who behave ihemfelves better than* Jews. * 

We are not to be anCwered, as the dl/Jintert' 
1\ave been, that repealing the tejis would be pf 
fmall advantage to us^; for, God^ and yoQF 
wboUorder know, we ever had niore fcrupulous* 
confciences, than to be occajiortal conformijls. 
And though bread Siud wine are extremely pro* 
per to he eat and draofc with the pafchal lamby. 
yet we AriAly adhere to our own ppjfovery an^' 
never in our lives made free with Y^\xxfacrament% 

Nor are we to be anfwered, as the pap\fti very*' 
joftly are, that we favour the pretender • or, ihar 
we feek to eftablifh a ftn^eign jurtfdiifion yf\\h\i^^ 
hfe majefty's realms : iov you^ Sir, can bear u^ 
witnefs, that we feek for no king but our lortf 
expeSied Meffiah \ and that we folicit n.o kingj- 
doci within lefs diftance than ihtlfoly, city^ where 
we might fafcly be trufted, could we refcue \^ 
* out of the Jiands of the infidels. So ibat as ihe^ 
Pope and Turk would undoubtedly be ibe chirf" 
enemies to our empire, we have^ all the merir 
H 6. /oi 
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tAfr^ifimHts ia oppofidon both to P^pirj aod 
^^bmntamijm. And perhaps it ouy be faid 
with the ftriAeft troth, we hm not coatribut- 
ed» like too many ProteftMnts^ to make ofur 
coootrymen grofler bigots than Papi/ls^ and 
pcater slaves than Turks. But this is fo tgndtr 
a pointy that we may not, without incivility^ 
enlarge upon it in an addrefs to you* 

Howeveri without giving offence to go§dpro»- 
tiftamts by unfeemly refiefiions, we infift that 
>he Jews are in all refpefls of equal merit with 
the Fnncb Hugonots, who (hew themfelves 
confcious of our faperiority, by their continnal 
attempts tooutvyus in the /r&tsmtMifitfibilr 
pirfons^ and the fiBlloumifs of their iomplixiws^ is 
msgnifying the loiles they have fufPered tbnugb 
peifuution abroad^ and hoarding up the ^ins 
they have acquired tj ufury at bQirn : nay, we 
are ready to acknowledge, that, as far as £rt^ 
avaricit and ixtortton can make them Jews, 
they might be conviSed upon any ftatute againft 
Judaifm ; and even circumcifion is not wanting 
to moft ci them, though we will not fay as 
PROSELYTES. But then yon will do us the 
joftice to own, that we were led by wife men 
tod great ' captains, by Mofis and JaronjZnA, 
y^jftiui, with other extraordinary perfonages^ 
whicb will at any time fet the cbiUren of Ifreel 
itbovea rabble oC ridiculous enthufiafts, who 
' . ' were 



LatyM^^-^ [Tnlftr^tjf flieOA^W^, i» tte 

' • » .)< .. . \ , •••■•' ^ :>'•=: jt .rj^ 
Not ihfti tbc Jim onN)& atqr h^o^cKe 
nfJUsb die tegVlitttire may be difpofed. to gtmn 
toidb6:fevei9iy!#ffr/#tiQre%oA : but we hop^ 
whatever tokration is giaiiced, that we ihblt 
have 9urjbiurirfiti that it will not be partial 
and utijofl ; or limiled to a few, who complairi 
of every church which will not receive theift 
within the pub of its immutdiiisi and whc^^ 
when they are tak<m in, ihut the dopr upon 2SI 
who diiftr from them. Such confine all charity 
td thofe who^Jiflent from the thirty^niTu atiicks^ 
h if people were not as much to be pitied, that' 
canndt believe the crud itfelf% and, as if more 
mdn^cnce were allowable to win men ^ver t6* 
the tbwrcby than to bring them over to the 



< If t]ie#v]^i^MiM'farealledged bi^ 
nance of this ch^m to public offices, whtrda 
have the drffentirs a better title to emplojteehta 
than tbe^nk^iiP Arc we not men, bccaufe we 
areWirviMir^i/j^.Arewenot under the protect 
tion Q^^ iawof iwiav-#, becatife we are under 

iF One W— W- , a French frppha, wlio fe^ 

up fuch a weekly JcurtuJ^ to have the tefis repealed 
for (he benefit of his t^hefying bte(hren» 

the 
4 
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Cfae dirpenfatioo of the k7v of Mofnf If it is 
of jufticc dttc to them- ■■ Can it with juAicc 
be denied to us \ Aod if as a£l of parliaroent 
!s to pafe, which (hall give this capacity of exe- 
cuting i^blic officer to all who live in c^edience 
to public; authority— ——•Can fuch anaftbe 
jCODfifteot with itfelfy wkhout comprehending: 
the Jews ? 

' If the naiuraltx^l of t|ie Jtwt to fuch ai^ 
Ihdalgence might need fopport from other coo- 
fideratioos, 1 could write a volume, ioftead of 
'a pamjphtet, to (hew the hardjhipi which we la- 
1x)ur under. You have laid* hpld of the pro- 
mise which was 'made tooury^/£rr Abraham^- 
iad have taken the k'ngdi^m ofbeavm as your 
Inheritance, in right of the children of Ifratl\ 
whilft you have excluded the whole twelve triba^ 
Yroda cveVy privilege of the fociety in which anj^ 
Tof tli'emTive. You have converted «trr moietv^ 
4ftbi Bible to your own ufe, and have .utterly 
j>robibit€d us from making any advantage of 
^he New Teftarnent^ which might fatisfy us for 
jour lofsrof the Old. You have violently feizei 
upon Moses and Aahon, and the t£K com<- 
>|^NSM^KT5, which were our natural pro*' 
^erty, aqd have placed them over your cornmu" 
nion tahlesj yet make this pretence of cbriJiiaH^ 
mmmunion a reafon for excluding us from all 
advantages as members of the commonweahh ; 



|d (hat $ur law al^d oUrfrpphits can afTord us 1I9 
(irotcfboDy though. yotr hate.exadteB them ta 
iwr firjl]fljaqs ofMovj^p/Zyorx^iSiVc roht)c4 

|iod^, whatyS^ fi^ ^^i^is^fcarceljr able to W^* 
jfpu baljert^n jfr^ttsovf TYTHis ;, yct.ypn 
have given trs nothing in exchange but upr^ba^ 
tim zvki. damnation^ if after we have loft our 
goods atid gear, SdtM can be-fdch a dd^efiog 
, at 'td tafcfe W.: : f'';3C»:. r: ^' 'i 



* for Gpd's fake}herf5fore,Joot upon, us Je'if)^ 
fls'a'peppl?;'wh'pni jou^ have ir\iured> ^nd Xq 
^hbm yoii are indebted < We are not ia the 
cafe.of/a'ii^/tffr/, who are (aid to have injured 
vou^: VVencver tprqed you w\d[ jom cburche^i 
VV'C qeverjtej;. up ^hifpUrJa^di^o (ale 1; nor puU^ 
^pwa^oi^ hijiranhyi4 buf, on the contrary, it ia 
li f/x'that Jon o^Q yc^uriw*rr/; and your revf, 
nuts, your privileges and pre-eminences. If any 
qnei aflcs, wh^nc;^ you derive your priefiho^ f 
You know injour confcicnces that ChriJ{ bim-?, 
(elf was a layman ; you fetch your pedigree frWi» 
\\itb&ufiof Agrcn, and majcemore pr^fit^to ypur; 
order of the/v# iwii ^ Mffes, tjian vf all.tbo^ 
four e^angd'iftt^ . . -^ ^. ; . ., 

" As you are beholden to us fof th<^ n^ft valu- 
able of yoqr emolumtnUy you owp the moft ^fcfjii 
^towrtcliticii tQ.o\iriQftitutioqs,, ■ you have. 

;"^"' " ' •• '-■ karaci 
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learned from us, that the righteous art entUUi 
19 ibi wboU iorth } you have learned from ns to 
inv yiur enemiiS to phcis befort the Lord i yon 
liave learned from ns thjtay man and woman^ iti^ 
fam andfuckling, to inake all your enemies God't 
enmies^ and to deftroythm wHb fire andfamd^ 
from pore zeal for his fendce. 

I beg yon, by the motaal dviltty v4uch fob* 
lifts between us, not to imagiiie that I lay tbb 
debt to the charge of the orthodox only : I 
onght to acknowledge, that the dtffintirs have 
their dne (hare of all thefe gifts and graces; 
and' I make the fame nfe of the fad, in reafoQ> 
ing with either ilde, that ITnce yon have pnr-^ 
loin'd your moft profitable pra&ical doSirtnet 
from the cbildren of IJraol^ you are Ungrateful 
beyond example, in debarring the "Jiwt from 
the enjoyment of their natural rights. ' 

This injuftice is the more unprecedented, be- 
caufe all othor fiets in religion have perfecu ted 
only thofe who dtbcr worfhipped other gods^ or 
made innovations in the ancient ahd eJlahUJbed 
firm of worfiip. In the firft cafe it hath been 
iifual to abufe their Divinity himfelf, before 
it hath, been .held decent to punrjb people for 
adoring him. In the lauer cafe, fcbifmatUki 
hx^ had the odium upon them of breakit^ in 
of on the property ^t ati efiablUhed religioOi and 

off 
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cf invading privileges which the aational fed had 
been loog poflefled of. Bat we^ the Jewtj are 
not wiihiQ the deferiptioa of either of thefe^ 
cafes, Yoa own our God to be a true one,^ 
and you know diat we were in pofleffioa of him 
tw9 tboufaKd years before the name of yonr 
opinion was mentioned in the world. In this 
cafe) we are neither infidels^ idolaters^ ttotfcUf^ 
maticks ; we neither difown the trui God^ nor 
wiottzfalfionei nor have we been guilty of 
innoTations, bot are puniflied for adhering to 
cor Mfirms^ and for not reoeiYing new. 

We might neverthelefs abfolve yon, b a great 
fflcafure, of this cryhig hijufttoe, could we .find, 
that y9wr religian had impofed It upon yon ; 
wbeieas we are folly fiitisfied, that jr^tf havi im* 
f$fid it upon your religioUt ud have taken 
flieafnres againft the JetXfs which are not to be 
luftified by the gofpel of Jefus. If the mer|* 
torlons cbaniAer oJF a Sawmar might be bead- 
ed with thofe who believe, or pretend Unit be 
di$d H favi tbemi is' it not manifeft, that Ht 
who r$ditmid you was a Jiw ; that he whom 
you preach as a Sgbt to all nations was a Jew ; 
that HE whofeomfe hath doathed you in pur«* 
1^, hath advanced you to honour, and load^ 
yon with riches, even Christ himself, was 
A Jew ? And can you forget, that j^nr reBgien 

had 
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had wanted ihe evidence of a principal mlracU 
to c6ofirm it, had it not been from his fpecial 
regard and tender aiTeftion to us Jeivs ? For 
hi raifedupthe dxad^ as we are told in your Ntv) 
7ejh(mnnt\ and, reftored a childfefs father lo 
.bis daughter, only becaufe it was told him, that 
tl\«^->tfEN.tDRiON hvid^ur mtUn^and had built 
ttS afynag^gue. 

li ihtn \ht^ foundfr rf <brifii0fitf hoQOUied 
an 4d9later, ;an nnccsvverted >«f^c% r ho loved 
us/and bjiiltus^aiyps^pgae ; ho^^tokkQu grower 
indulgence would he have eKpe£fed in our be* 
half from cbrifiians obliging themfdyes to obey 
his preCeptSy and imitate his example ? Would 
.hatred, reproach, pif eternalr war upon his^ 
^people the Jews | would -turiiipg them out of 
^\i^i fyna^gtusj or laying tt^em nudcrptnaJIaws 
for reforting fo- them, have been more jiccept- 
able to Je5US the Jew y or more endearing ta 
him in the condn^l of chrijiians^ than the con- 
^trary ufage was in the inftance of the bofpitable 

How oppofite fuch proceedings are to the 
whole !tehor of his go/pel, the writers of his life, 
the a^s of his tf/g/?/<?.f, and above all, the epiJiUs 
of your great apoftle Paul, may abundantly 
(be.w. It was your Saviour himfelf who faid. 
Salvation is of the Jaos^: And arc we to have no 
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fdrlbutUn but obloquy,, hardfhips, and pmal 
. lavjs ? WEj whpBi the pf^nqrift and' all the pro- 
^het^ h^vc boaftcd tp'bc the^ff<?ww<?is the^- 
ftt?/f7r, the inheritance s>iQoi, ;.ffwB$m^^ P4UI> 
him(elf hath, teftified,- fit%ain^h the adoptioOf 
'anaih'eg\6v'^j /indth/ covenants, ,anJ the gxvmg 
of the law', and tie fervice of God, and the pro- 
mifes : IVhofe are 'the Fathers, and of whom^ as 
cj,ncerning^ the ^/Jh^^C^iXf^l^J.camf^ ivff^isT^fUif^alL 

^ ;j;lt'is^^.id qj^cjusy in .the gofjpcl according to 

[MatthitVj that he. gave it ia his chafge ta h(s 

, twelve apoftles,. Go not into the. way ^ nftheQt^^ 

tiles, hut la rgfMr to tbs Ipft /hccp of the l?$uf^ 




Iheetf^n*^ houfe'of Ifrdel ' ^oi. whejiihe came 
ifcrd wonnipp^d htth, cryJng, Lcrd^ help me^ he 
•Jaiff,- ^ll'ifnci iteetio i'pfe the c^xydrtn'i' tread and 
ca^ it hj^ore'^gs. 'Peteji, the.p/ince. of his 
ipoftlcs, fpcalcing to our natibq, fays, Te men of 
•rfiraeliYfi arif the children of the d>rophefs and.sf 
^hi'cOYciiinttljhtch 'God made w^il^^ 'our fathers^ 
fayirfg unto AhraX\zmi fn thy feed /mil all the klndr 
reds of the earth be hbjfed. Pa u I* proclaims \i^ 
miilion to be to the Jew first, and alfo to the 
Gentile. To honour the Jewsy he declares to 
the Rom AN 5, I a foam atf IfrsitiitQ of the feed of 
Abraham, of. the tribe o/Bcmmm* To vie wixh 
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them, lie boafb to the Corinthians, An 
fbty Hebrews? fi 0m I: Art tbey ibe/gtd ^ 
Abraham > fi mn L And in the epiftle to tte 
HHtriws^ be tells them of the Covenant 
which God almighty had made with the honfe 
of Ifradt that he w^uld tt io tbm tf God, anli 
THEY JbffuU ki U bim a people. 

Haviog ail thefis teftnnoiiies io^ your 0wn n^ 
vilaticn to entitle us to fall pipCr^oii and iok 
dnlgence from yon, whence n it that we foffbr 
fuch multiplied oppreflions } and, ioftead €f 
Goifs pi9pli^ are treated as the wuaft •f M 
thumb f Do you pretend that the pri^t \x 
the days of our fathers deffroyed CMft^ and 
perfecuted the/i^^i&rj^EdMv^ In truth, thqf 
behaved Ibemfelves as priests generally bo- 
liave, wickedly^ amlniitufy^ cnnlfy andimpUitflf. 
But, are the whole people to bear the fins and 
impieties of tbm prUfts on thdr iMads, throngli 
all generations i Seeing that it was frUJUr^^ 
which either deftroyed the innocent^ or &duccd 
the vulgar, and that the cmum piopU luul no 
hands in the iniquity, but through the inftiga- 
tion of then: idllainous guidtSj who charged it 
on their confciences, and exafted it of them in 
the name of the moft bigb G$d^ that they fliquld 
commit barbarities (hocking to human nature. 
l£f therefore, any zealous cbrifiian is offended at 

the 



theiDbomanidesof the Jervijb priefth$ij aiid 
vllfiog to revcDge them on us Jews^ let hisi 
make it his own cafe ; let him think how harcli 
and uDjaft it would be, to pnniih him or his fa- * 
fluly for the wickednefs of any cbriftian priift^ 
other living or dead» efpectally of fuch as a&ed 
thdr iDJuftice two ihoufani years before he was 
bom. Did Cahin bom Sirvetus f Might not 
then all the followers of Sirvitu/s opinions as 
joftly bum all Calvin's difiuplef^ as cbrsfiians po- 
oslh Jiws^ l)ecaofe the Jmifi pijefts crucified 
Chfi/l f Say then, are we more accountable for 
what was done in our church before we came 
into the world, than other churches will owa 
themfehes to be ? And are we not entitled to 
the iodtilgence and toleration dE ihriftiam^ by all 
tboCe principles of equity and charity which 
ibtf can oflEer to (hew, that avrfathtn ought to 
hive g^raatfid this indiilgeoce and toleration to 
tbiinf 

, It is brought as a reproach upon our wUU 
ntttim^ tl^at fome of <»r aaceftors put Cbrift to 
death. It is aggravated ^ the circumfiance 
that he was the Miffiah •ffaluatint ; but if our 
ancefiors knew him not to btfiuh^ they had not 
die gailt on their confciences of pottingy^ divhu 
a perfin to death. It is not pretended that tbey 
Jmaw anj fuch circomftance, but rather, that 

their 
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t6cir hearts were hardened^ VLtiA that their eyes 
were Hi^ided, with dthcr matters, which rather 
eotitle them to pifythsn repnach. If, then t^iis 
aft ofcfudty and tyranny be vieweif ^n its'fujl 
faorroTo it was no other thanjan a^'ofWjtiJluei^ 
ati innocerit or rightc6ui'pdr(&n'. And if >ir^ 
poftcrity are iflvolred in "jjuilt and puaifhment 
By tlie catual'deftruflion of innocence. and Vir-^ 
toe, all nations in '^he .^orld muft^be accurfed 
to tfcecnd of the y^orldVlinpe no age.or countjj 
l»th bceA without iall^nces wheri the grc^.teft, 
and wdrtfaleft perfons have been.fingled out for 
dcftnraicfn by the violence of" prevaJUng parties, 
frequently attended with popujar acclamations*. 

\ Yon, Bir^ who arc an btgh^frie/i yonrfelf, 
nAUft.own that Cafaphasvint sl inan of morcde* 
cpncy and tcmparfhatj-fdmi of ^cWrr owif order; 
fQf he ofed no 9c(^ weighty an argnmen't for tlie 
deftru£lion oijifus^ than that it was bett& that 
one man Jbould pirtjb than an whole peopU. 
"Which of you, S/Vy wou)d^have l<:i:upled a mo- 
naenl to coocpr in a fentence wMeh was urgctf 
bythi8^//tfd/^;*«i^>? Or, which of you would 
not have put vayJu^ni[f^^ ^m -to ^fcath^ j^athiSh 
than ihat yout <5Wt) hi&aYtfy'fhouidhc brought 
ioto danger? ..^ -» ^•' 

. You mufl hence aUow^ th^k tbp barbarous 
sif): of putting Chrtyi to death, and the deceitful 

argil- 
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tfgament that made it popular and plaufible, 
was a very ordiaary efftft of prtefily impojiure, 
amhittm abd cruelty^ which' are prone to flied 
blood, and to make havock of aiankind,^for the * 
^tification of revenge, or the advancement of" 
tyranoy : And this being fo cbmoion a blemifh 
on the profeflbrs and leaders of all religions^ 
^wi^ I hope, are no more to be branded with 
Tcprpach, thao the reft of.our ndghboars who 
. have not kfs deferved iw , 

It is indeed very extraordinary^ that the app^- 
i JiUi fuccefflrs^ as you fiall yourfetves, fliould take 
more liberty of abufing us Jiws^ than the apojfljts 
were allowed to do themfelves. A great part 
of the EPISTLE TO the Roma ns is writ cj^pr^f- , 
ly to reprove the ttJT^r^/f/i^/ Gentiles for (|efp*if-, 
iog and reviling our nation. Your apoftle Paul» 
loads us with no fuch unreafonable charge, as 
the guilt of Uood which was (hed before we were 
born, nor imputes it to the Jews even of that, 
thne who bad no hand in (bedding it. Qi^the 
contrary lie declares, Brethren^ my hurt's difirt^y 
and prayer to Gdifor, Ifrael, h^ P^^^th^ may be 
favcd. For, / bear tbem ruordfhpt they \have.a\ 
ileal of God, though not according to knowUdge^ 
And in the next chapter he affirms prophetical- 
ly. All IJrail SHALL befaved. 

Even to thofc who urged their unheVef as an, 
argument of their reprobation^ he faitbj Hath 

God 
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Gid caft auiofbif piopUf O9dforbid% fi^^ I 
pljk am M Ifeaditg* ■ ■ Hof^ tbif ftctfnbled 
that thiy JbouU FAtL ? Gpi S^rHJL, hmt nOher 
tbrmgb tbtir itXift^waUn is comi U thi Gentiles 
»■ IJpiok u y9U Gentilet ; in ai Mick^ I 

urn 0m apoftlc if tbi Gentiles* / magnify mm^ 
^ffici^'-'-^^-^JfibtfirJifrnkUhify^ tU imp' is j^ ^ 
alfib$fyiandifibirHtisiofy,foarithtrancbiS: 
And iffims rfthihrMehesh brikatofiwti thou 
hiing a wild diVe-tree, ntfiri graftgd in ammgft 
tbemj and witb tbm partaieji •/ tbe fatnefs of 
THB Olive-trbb, JAj^iM/agmnft/J&r branches » 
ha ifibmt boajfy tb§n bsartft not tbi rmt^ but tbi 
f^oc tba-^^tm wit fay tbom^ tbi branches wirt 
brohn off that 1 mtgU bt fprafiidin. WcH \ U- 
tnufi of nnbdief they van brohn off^ and thon 

^tfUld^ ^ fttdl~'^S NOT HIGH MINDED, 
bVtFEAR. 

I cannot omit the paraphrafe which a great 
ibrijlian philofopher, the bte A^. Locke, hath 
^Ven ns« becaure he hath opened the feo& very 
fblly i and the Englijb reader will find it more 
iftteUigible than tUs paflage can be, ftriAly ad- \ 
bering to the Hobnw idiom, in which the New 
Teftament is written. 

*^ If Jbrabam^ yitac^ and Jacobs from whom 
*< the Jewifi nation had their originals, were 
^* holy, the branches alfo that fprang from this 

«* root 
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^*TOptare holy. If then fome of the natural 
<* "branches were broken off, if fome of ihe na* 
** toral Jews of the flock of David vfQre brokea 
** off dnd rejeSed, and thou an heathen of the 
«< wiidGentile race wcrt taken in and ingrafted 
^^ into the churcli of God in their room, add 
^ «* there parjakeft of the bleffings promifed to 
'^ Abraham and hi$^ feed* be not fo 4:onceited of 
** thyfclf as U Jhew any oisREfiPBCT to the 
«Jews. If anyTuch wwVy poflefs thee, re- 
^* member that the privilege which thou haft 
<* in being a chriftian is derived to thee from 
*< the promife which was made to Abraham and 
*^ his feei^, but. nothing accrues to Abraham or 
«• his feed from thee." 

r From ihcfe full and irrefragable proofs It ap- 
pears, that not only the law of nature^ but the 
LAW OF Christ entitles us to the proteftion 
of fociety ; and it is a monftrous oppreffion of 
»j Jews^ that we fuffer any ufage from chrifiirms 
which is repugnant to thrifiianity itfelf. If all 
the eviingeliflszxA apoftles prove the perfecniiona 
and penal laws which we labour under to be 
cppofite to the intentions of Jefus Cbrift : If all 
the different fe^i in the chrtfiian religion main* 
tain, that perfecution for religious opinions is 
ccmtrary to the law of God j and to the erdtrof . 
nature : What argument can be offered to ex- 
VOL. IV* I tempt 
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effipt Qs from aoy indulgeoce which can be 
allowed to our brethren of the dijfenting^ per- 
fiiafioos ? 

And yet it hath happened, as much to our, 
amazement as to our indignation, fince the dcr 
bates concerning xhtfacramental teft have been 
revived in this kingdom, that, having applied 
<M>rfelve8 to certain reverend pafl^rt of dtffenting 
cmgregatUns offering our friendly affiftaroce to' 
. th^ 10 the profecutio& of their defign^ aHbriog 
ibem of the defire which we fincerely profefs to 
remove thefe unjuft reftraints on iht naturalrights 
of mankind, and propofiog to join with thenj in 
their petition to the iing*s mo/I excellent majejlyy 
and to both houfes cf parliament , they have ut- 
terly refufed to countenance or to concur witH 
us ; they have found out didiodlions to prove, 
that they havi rights by nature^ \i{hich we bavi^ 
left by unbeliefs that they have a privilege by ^ 
grace^ which we cannot lay hold of but by eom^ 
ing over to their faith : Aad in (bort, have fUdy. 
told us, that none but chriftians ought to b«: 
capable of employmems in zcbrifiian coti0ry,^ 
So little does it avail any body of men t^believt- 
i>.GoD, that they are neverthelcfs to be perfe* 
Cttted,.as though they believed in none at alit ncir- 
\q[» thci/iubfaibe to all th« reft oith^ creed. 

Wc 
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iftaili that MIOSES vrasrat leaft as dtvln'dy In- 
' fplnai as Ca L^iN 5 that wc Had as much refpcft' 
fbr thetEH COMWA"Kfilii:Et^T«, zspreslyteriaHf, 
indtpendefffsy anabaptt/li^ or ir^w^A prophets \ thaH 
^rhtotight ttie obfervance of' our law vJ^odlf 
make ntgoodfubjeSSf though wc were riot hkp*'' 
py enough to be {atisfied in our confcicnces' of ' 
the irtdh pf fbi chriflian religion j that no focictjp 
Kad any right to ex4£t more of it$ members th^ttr 
I we bad always yielded ; and, that a^ we hati 

never been wanting in dutiful fubmi^on to ouc 
fbpcriours, we hoped it was no immodeH de-> 
I naad to be admitted on the fame footing witiv 
I iiberfe^s of dijjinters ; that it is true, we are 

! charged with too violent a pafllon for ih^ma'm^ 
mon of ungrighuoufnefs^ but that we find the moft 
fii^ijied chrijiiansy ih refpeft of worldly iucte^ 
as'lkdc fcropulous of taking the /»n9^ to theift**' 
/elves, as tkoy are of throwing ihefiandal upoi|,r 
VA.i That wi i&BT wh4it W0 cao, and Kfi£P 
wbMtv>£ GET, not by aoy prinotpleof reIigio%^ 
but of convenience ; and- that this prmcifrir* 
rogoa in asif »)! jserfe^Vlon amongft -iWfitints, «Jh 
Hackiuyt as avaoog. the ckUdren oflffaHmBurf^ 
Jirtety or Duh*s piAte* 

Wc cannot but admire at fuch uncivil ufage' 

from our brethren the dijjinters, who have laid" 

I 2 tbem« 
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themfelves under fo maoy obligations to sis 
Jiws^ have turned us out of the poffeflion of 
all our ancient privileges, and allow us as little 
right in the eld Jeru/alemy as we pretend to 
have in the new. In ftiort^ they make as fiee 
with Sion^ as if they were lords of the mant^^ and 
appropriate tht fcngs ofSion to themfelves, as if 
they were bymm of their own compofing^ They 
have made priie of all the pfalms of Denvid^ a« 
if he had not been king cf 1frdel\ and all the 
Usffings of the law, and all the curfts in tK« 
F^bPrtETS are converted to their own ule, aa 
if the Ifraeliies had no property in tbcni. After 
thi$, it is marveloufly ftrange* that theyjwHl 
0iare with us none of thesr emchmetits, and that 
they would debar us Cffa/l indulgences which tbef 
lay claim to themfelves. 

Yon, SiV, who are an orti>:fdox high priejfj will 
judge between ai Jews^ and the diJentersyivAie- 
ther we have not the fame right as the bcft of 
them to employments ? Or, what pretence there 
can be, that againft the conflltution of the 
country in which we live, we, of all other pan- . 
pie, ihould have no {bare in enaifti&g or exe»> 
CQting the jaws which we are bound to obey f . 
Why might not the land of Canaan be as ^ 
profitably reprefented in parliament as the 
KINGDOM OF SCOTLAND, and With as little 
prejudice to the ckunh of England^ from ouit 

SYNA- 



r^ ORTHC^oiKV Jhahn. 197 

* SYNAGOGUE, as from THEIR KIRK? Wlrjr 

may ym pot adorn one fide of St. Stephin^s eba^ 
pel with oxavjhxen wigs znd fallow faces» ia as 
becoming « manner as our wr/A/r« brcthrea 
appear on the other iide in their black ones ? 

With regard to pnWIck employments, arc 
'there not abundance of them in this bappy 

ifland^ which are filter for Jiws^ than for 
^chrlftians^ and which have infenfibly transformed 
-good cbrijiians into real Jews^ by the prevalent 
»force of example ? What may you think, Sir^ 
-of OS Ji%V5^\vt the capacity of excife officers f 
^Or^ what think you of excife officers^ as different 
'in any thing from us y/tc/j ; but that the ciit^ 
'cumciSED are in all refptfts fit to be excifem€% 

and'thiit the excise m^n aremoft of them fit to 

l)c circumcifid ? 

1 I'couldy Sir, give yon many: rtalbns to con«- 
MQQCe you* that natural chriJHan. pcUcy (honld in^ 
duce ypa to favour us.y/fcup that you have 
joany. obBgations to us as a chrgp^^n^ .thoDgh 
ym. forger aU relation^o u%iszcbriJiM\ th»c 
9A:§ur nligunyifzs the parent of pun^ our sy* 
KAGOGUS IS th^ , ittttre/s of the cbrifiiem 
CHURCH, an evidence of its extraQion, an au- 
thority to prove its antiquity, a living record to 
tcftify whence you badyeur revelation % and that 
therdforeyou cannot.be toa indiilgent to a peo« 
\ * I 3 Pk, 



MthOiH removifig the foondatkm of ^mt «iM« 

18 the fource of all your plenty, might make the 
jQy Ti^fiffMfis^i the Jem of favwrUe jcpnfidcr 
jratipn with j;ottf rfpe^i^ly vhea jiQU rcflc^^ihs^^ 
^lh,th.ij£^sxn.j(mt own rdigioni^ei*J JOuj: tiri^ 
'^ty^f9 tfeat the .9JJ AX#R« bol4U/yW to pay 
.them) f^i (n^tx all ex^r^mUies xatht^r i|»ao aft 
^^gainft their confcieQces >a fa tender a cctfic<trA.» 
ifyAX the feople of «// c$hir pi^rfuafioos lioHl 
Ihcm to be ^ human invenU9tt^ and bdooghag 
^ thC;CQgpizance oitewfnral pmjm\ ao4f tbat 
looft 9Kho dllQVir them tb be Iwf^lf iauQt t^ 
jtil li^^ve ibm Jtphc r/0jinaik hoi «u^Vn^» .. 

Your brethren of the ^/rr^, in r^nrs for thb 
Ipitarjdbttgacian in the nr*i^ 4f iyitih ^aight 
mtf^mu^if sad profiiaiUlyapfidiitJMi ytm^ 
$0:b^>f(ffxt^ii ^MhiTii^'i ttad •ffak too^ ^b«» 
9i9itritBLTmmg the pcopl#wha ]Mf shcM»^tMr 
ilttjr cm. i^iicetf betteia^ afaat the ^bnpi th««a^ 
liotees JVQiild t>e mor^ v^g^f «etliAai|» ikaa ^ht 

, IP^ ipiliMcf fKpr«Aiig r9Mr «rfttf ^njft ft> 

^, by &ch p^90^]f r^twp* l>f ^¥4pe6 «IW>. 

turaUf^ 
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tsrally call upoa us to fenre parljb offices^ which 
]foa will no^fuffer its to difcharge 3 yet puiiiQi 
Qswith fines and penalties, becaufe we do mt 
JHTchargc them. Arc you not more cruel in 
this fefjieft than Hie tajk-majigrs of Egypt y who 
compdled our fore- fathers to make brick without 
Jftratv? For, if they had afted by policies like 
yonfs, they Would not have fufFered us ty oni 
thedfii\o inak#their/Vli Which ttiey had com* 
insmded, ysst wbuld hklrepunffi>ed us fir oot mak- 
ing tuhat tbiy Ufoutd not faffet u$ to make. 

• Yoahi^«j«fiiftedihf!iifir}i»/n^/«ffflgeoi«^ 
^ ftUcdging> that in the ifome fnanMr ym nfi 
M» tut9tktri tod I owned in the begianhig') tb«t 
%c coti^td Ddt tkptik better of yon oiidcr this 
tirctHbltaftce, Bitt then yoi have ikitf¥i^^ ah 
toppottunSty to do «s JuArce. For, fintee Vi^6 ails 
«mder the fame bardfliipa aM inea|)^tMa Mth 
Mt^ difftktirsy you ooghl 16 )fecl9Hre, that yoU 
\txik upon the Jews Mrtrh the fiune tenderbeft at 
you look upon other difwitrs $ that when thte 
mspuTE (hall be eJjt^edzbout what time is 
propeTy you will fiiew the (ame Indulgence to 
^bc children oflfrael^ a9 to thtdi/ciples ofCaMni 
that ehher (t& Aand in the fame predicament 
with you ; and that after the example of the 
4tpoflle Paul, you will give toleration to the 
Jew firft> atad alfi to the Gentile* 
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, It might be esLpefled^ conrideriog. hqw 

. Io9g we have fufiered ill ufagCi that you might 

tbiok it tioie to give us better. From a palTage 

> ^ich I fiad inferted ia your learned country- 

.nan Came0En*s Bn.iTANNiA^by the prefcnt 

• Lord Bishop if Lojjdon [iw/. i./. 53s.J/t 

^kppearsi jihat < ^c Jews Hoqii/hed mjgbtilj: in 

^ LandansL little after the ionquefi*^ ^i^i eujcou- 

' raged particularly by IVilliam Rufus. Bat 

* ^heir wealth, fayi bis lordftfip^ io fiicceeding 
'■* times did them great injury^ whea they were 
.^imierably tortured by kmg J^n to dirc/orer 
^^ and d^liier up their biden trcaftires. Isx^ the 
,• iiih of Rdwr4,ibi Jrfty iheii; fynag9|[u£$ 
.< wereal} pjiick'd down ; and i^ the,, 1 6th ye^ 
^ cf itat lung they were all baaifhed to the 
< fluipber of fifteen thoufand * ; but their riches 

» * w^re ail to be left behind, and they were npt 

* allawed to take any money or goods along 
. ' with lhem> fave only for the neceflary charges 

« of their tranrportatioo/ 

, I was exceedingly glad of this Impartial tefti- 
mony from a chrijiian bijbop of (b great credit* 
. and authority j becaufe a learned Englijb lawyer, 

• Lord Chief Jofticc Coket who fpeakfr of their px- 
pnlfion from the viciv of records, numbers the Jews 
^ho went away at fifteen thoafand and th^dcJxc 
9 Cck. JnJ}, Siatut. de Juia^/mfi. 

(he 
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the Lord Cbii/ytfjici CoKE^hzth adhered to 
Hhe letter of the lavir agalaft^ us^ as i!li<f fru^ of 
our caie ; he hath afligoed olir exJmlfiM 10 fio 
other caufe thsfn our a/ury, and rdatf sit to litf e 
beeo effected by no other meaas tbaopiildng^a 
^op t9 Kir ufuryi whereas the h\d lard H/lmpi 
ioBpUtts It troiy and candidly to the^i^^f^^ 
Wi avdrhiot the tioies; ratlin tteui- W tlii>jB!i^* 
iM^i^iittrofoiir people. 

The laboricKia antiquary Sto w £« ii( hU Sur^ 
Wfrflmdw^ relates^ [S. 3.^. 54-] * Thatyhiog 
' JoHK^ 10 the nth year of hU re^, com- 

* manded all Jiwsy boA men aadj^i^oitMoy to be 

* imprifoned and grievoudy pt3bi(hed, <^^c«i^ 
^ ht would have all their momy, S6ine of them^ 
*fays he^ gaVe all they had, and promifed morfe, 

* to efcapefo many kinds of torment $ folrevet; 

* one of thein had at the leaft their ej^eipiucJPd 

* W. A OQongft whom there was" one, Who b'e- 

* ing tormented many ways, would not ranfoia 

* himfelf till the king had caufed (every day) one 

* 0/ bis great teeib to be pluck'd out by ihcfpace 

* cAfeven days; and then he gave to the king 
^ ten ih9ufand marks of Jilver^ to the end . they 

* fhould pull out no more. The faid king at 

* that timefpoiledthe7^twof/*/y-^/*«^»i 
« marh offilver! . 
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%mid i^v» ^fii rd))l»f4 aod fpoll^ ; luvd i|| 
%3r0ri Ml tkf mincer e( i«0 hMi4rc4»:b^4^ 
-« «pmMo s^ ebiUntki f nJbtccd ft t0W»r . of (Jm 

^ their It?es» but the f^i*|fiim «wMlMlM(«^ 

* it ; whereupon they cm the throats of thdr 

< own wives aad ohtidrfBi ftftd oaft tkea over 

< ie4o8 the hiflg't hdgiBg* . thqr. biriv:^ bqtk 
% th9 li^ m4 libM^llliHk/ 

*t|ii the 2i$th o( Henr^ thi tiir4yX\it ynvs 

* ,were conffraincd to py tQ the king tweoVf- 

* thoufapd iparks at two t^rms in (he j^c^ar, of 
^^Ifq t9 remaia i|^ p^fpqtual yrifon.* 

* la fail 3^th year he tsUsiStfA iii^iimblt 
^'Aim's of alt rich axen> tKam^Iy, ol Aajiqv: a 

'•'7<^bQrn at tirk^ faur^f^n itegfend IMi*i* 
^^for binafetfi and tent t^ioqfapd wrto for tb* 
^ queen. And before (hat tipe b^ h%d tal;i^ii 
^ of the fame ytw ^s ipMch a$ 9^K)[U9.t(:d io all co 
« thirty tb<»&ndn:iart^of filFer* s^nd twfn bmid-* 
« ijcd warlis of gol4 for ihe qncen.* 

* In the i6tb of Edward thefirfi all the j^% 
\i^tniknd'^tiz (in oQe day) apprehended by 

• prcccji 



* precept from the king, but they redeetned 
•^themfelVisfor twclte thourand pounds of fll- 

* t^r : NbtwUhftandirig which, la the 19th dj 

* his reign he bani(hed them all, as is afore- 

* iSiedttoned, giving them only to bear theit 
•-charge till they were out of the realdi. He 
^ madte a tfilghty mofi ^fmmey of (heir houfes,*. 
*%hlih' he fbld, ytft the <tominons had paid hiixi 
^tffmmb'<£^\\ their goods to compcnfate his^ 

* lofc in bani&iDg them.' i^or Lord Chief Juf^ 
ike CoiCB takes fiotice, < "that from the I7tli^ 

* ofDtctmbif^ lo the foih year of H^nry^ tb$ 
^ thirds imtil Sbrpvi^Tuifdaj m the fecond of 

* Edward the firjl^ (being abonf the Ipace^oE 
♦/ w» years) the crown bad receivcdycttr hund-^ 

* red ctrii twenty, thsvfand pounds^ Jif teen JhiHtn^s^ 
^^ and four pence^ de ex'tibus Judaifmi j at whicli 

* tirtc the ounce of fiver was but twenfy ferne^ 
' and now it is more thaa treble fa mucK.' 

IVom rhfe period, anm la^r, we ftadf jor6* 
le-admiffion imo England tiH. 1655,. being kept- 
t^ baniihment three hundred and fixty foufr 
years. It was then the wifdpm of Otivfia. 
Crom w ELL that brought us iatp this country 
again, by a treaty with Manajfeh' $en I/raeJi. 
"Whcrrin the jTrti^ />afto« vrere reftored to the. 
tteicife of thdt ti^de aad worih)^ ia England^ 

It M 
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'. As it is but /tfur/i^/ years fince our re-admif* 
iSoa, our fathers, for the moft part, were aliins 
ty birth« and could not claim a natural right to 
ikt privileges of the communityr They could 
only be received v^fortign&Sy with proper cn- 
cpttragemeut jto truft tlieir families and (eflfeflf 
uoHer the public; proteflioQv But ia tbi^.<x»irfe 
of time the ^/wi pf Cromweh*$ days are dead» 
and we their children are natural^bornfuhje^s of 
Britain \ fo that what incapacity or diTability 
may remain upon us^ is entirely to be laid ta 
the charge of religion, and is an hardQiio. 
upon us for diffintingfram the national ejpahlijb^ 
menu This is our^ricvance^ and this we hope 
will at length have redre& \ that the war whicli 
hath been carried on againft us almoft ever 
Ance \ht Norman conquefi, may now be brought 
to a toDcluiion, and that we may not be op- 
preflbdany longer for no otner feafouy thko^ 
that after the way which men call htgtfy we tuir-- 
Jhip the God of cur fathers* 

Wt ought not to impute any cruel difpoff* 
tion to the good people cf England^ but to the 
prejadices againft us, which were fomented by 
the arts of bigotry and priefl craft, or encouraged 
by the private views of princes: Infomuch that 
il was our misfortune to be bani(hed from^^iv^f 
hj Titer iuSi for the fr^d of a few of our reU^ 

gioo. 
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gioo, iQ fedaciog a Rmanhdfi We wdreCor 
DO better, reafon baoiflied out of Frma m 125 ji^ 
and the cathoUck king J^hm tke finui fotctA 

THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND JrWS ixi'OBe 

day out of the domiaioos of Spam. 

I have already faid, and I cannot but inTift 
uith humble fubmiflioby that it is time we 
ihould be dififerently treated by the chrtjltdn 
world ; and that as you have taken the covenant 
rfgraci entirely from us, you ought in commob 
juflice to leave us in quiet pofleiSoii of the rsghis 

(f Hatun. 

"^ - v 

hx what manner, or to what degree the //^r* 
Jktur0OVL^t to indulge us, muft be fubmitted 
to their confideration, and muft be d^termitleB 
from a variety of circumflances ; but whateveir 
they grant to $tbir dtffinters will by undeniablfe 
parity of reafon be iu$ u us^ u&Iefs jt could api 
jpeax that we are not diffinferi^ tTecaufe >!(re ktt 
Jtws ; whereas there is not a morie comiiionV 
cafe in this great city, than to fee the Jiw and 
the dijftnur blended together in one and /i^ 
fami pirfon. 

It were needlefs te name a great number of 
perfonsin this predicament, when there are/u^f • 

of foch notoriety as the venerable P — r., 

W—t^^ Efq; and the worftxipful Sir G- k. 

C ■ ' — /| Knight. The former is fo extremely 

ftnfiblc 
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tflfrael in this cmergest afiUr, we 5vUl pro- 
iBi(e you, wheaever yoa come amobg^ as/ the 
firft cut ^/^/pafchal lamb, aad the chief fiat in 
thefynag6gue. ^ 

I am, with all refpcd to yoar perfoa and 
chara£ter^ 

Tour mojl devoted^ 

HufnbU ftrvant^ 

From the place of my fojovm- 
nent in Zynag^pui \znc fJBmy ^ 

ftreet, the kcth dayoftlie 
12th m«^nth called if/ar. 

* Solomon Abrabanel 
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Fmihful an the words rfafriind. Prov. xxvii. 6. 
Am I ibtrgfori become four tnemj leeaufe I hO jom tiki 

truth T Gal.iv.-i6. 
7 he time cometb that tvbo/oewr h'ikthjoti, nmll think 

that he doth Godferuice. Job . xyi. 2« 

Jijpicimut pafido^^ quorum non/ufficit rV^, 
Occidijffe anquem^/id peSora^ hraehta^ vuAum 
Crediderint genus eje eibi. Jov. Sat. |6. )« 169. 
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LE'NITTM^'gPPdvftge katre ibiw 
tffeAttally weakeotd Um ftf ev^tfa w# 
numbers of protiftant £JfenHrs^ than 
Iwifiti m4£pv«h flfienforea* : 0« tl\f ^oMraiyj; the 
m^/ J)a«e qrar «buM jiaii^ooe and iorbea^^ 
iftce, J9 CQcroftiog great xuiinbar^^ both la 
ibtir x^ligioo and lojuUy. What account thea 
C4Q be f iveo of oa« gpocraiiao of b^Jh^Sy beiaj 
forward 9sd ^fahus^mtx^^Sm^ and executing 
ij||bjMr4 and ^fjrefllve Uws againft d\^ir$^ 

-aad 
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itod of the prefent race refufing to appear ia 
any manner agajoft the fapfis : Or, is theire 
truth in this preVailing opinion ? Let Us attend 
to fafls. 

In part of qneen Elizabeth's reign» many 
of them owed their promqtipas to fuch a$ 
were favoarers of poptry. In the four follow* 
Jing onesj the pop^ in^reft. generaiUy. p£evatk4 
at court. When our prinus and minijiers have 
been had^ they ha^e conflantly and eaiily had 
their refemblance in their prelates: but the 
conneQidn has not been fa fure andif ue, whei» 
we have bad foch rulers^ as have been tolerably 
fW* This may eafily be act<^illited for ; there 
is ajnll uniformi^ in iniquity, not fo in good- 
iier$« BefideSs fyeeioQS^i^araaces^aitd decfo*- 
rations tmpofe on the beft^ and the moft wary 
are often miftaken ia feleAing what is good ; 
< but evil agents every where ^aboond, an^HBrc 
iKeady ui their ways. . * 

Hiirarehkal powers and prtfi^tt^^ liivfe 
given our ^f/tffr; connexions witU^0;^#rf.\ Thd 
principles of all 0fi(/r rf^/^rj are regarded t%. 
tinfriendly, and oppofite to their high claims. 
IJfage and conftni<£iion of laws have been ia 
favour of papifls ; efpecialiy with regard to the 
tf^ 0f unifmnitj^ there halh been notorioiit 

partialk]E» 



and Ortuodoxy Jhakex, 21 j 

partiality. Accordiag to this ad m form of 
giving'^r^f^ri, excepting what is contained in the 
b^ok of c9mmon'prayer^ is legal zxiA valid '^ there- 
fore our biftiops arc obliged to rt-drdain papifis^ 
as wdl as pnsbyterians. However, the law has 
bfen difpeofed with, in favour tA popijh orders. 
Is not this an high contempt of law in the ruU 
ing clergy i and. mean and low fdbmif&on in the 
ImiyjSLndiauyers ? But to proceed. 

In the r 3jfh of' queen Etis AireTH, a law > 
was eaa&ed of * the ntnaoft harihnefe and ' 
feverityy, purejy,. aid merely for fipar a ting from- 
tbefervice of the church. On refufing to fign 
an acknowledgment of their forrow for fepara-i 
tisn, and to promife conformity for the future,' 
they were obliged within three months to ab-^ 
/Vf the reilm, and fuflfered asy>A?7/, if ihey 
Tentared to return : but there was a claufe to 
except popijb ricufants. Receiving and retaining 
into any family, a fervant or victor for more' 
than one month, who did not go to church, in- 
curred a forfeiture of 1 2 /. By aniother a6l im- 
mediately following, papijls had the much gen- 
tler ufage of being only confined not to travel 
above five miles from their ufual places of 
abode without licence. Such were the proceed- 
ings, when the caufe of the church was prlnci'* 
pal, and the archbiifhops and bilhops direAed 

the 
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the qiraeo'i refeBtments*. To them tbe-flbcrv^ 
lawa are (oHdj ta be afciibedi From mao^ 
fwerable reafi»DJbie$ in itie hosfe t>f cooMUQBa^k^ 
is noiorioQa» bow great die averfieii ii^# wag.- 
to M/f bill. Bot tbef dusfi aot veatoie on n. 

. re£u£d»ha?iag foofiDeafidicbe Jerereuil^ecdf 
cffeA^ of the foreretgtt's dlfpbafiire^ «rtf^< 
whcD. ttns woa indiKteii^ fltewBd'aenqg^iv 
tfaeir perfoos, pi30]wr<$oi^ octt 'privikgea.. Tftr- 
faigh offences and provocations^ whi^h pro* 
diioodfudi rerribl&eftAs,.»oibfboar tbebeha/ 

' vigor of fooie puritam.^d ftg^toiftii^ wte^wev^ * 

ftdttiralfy mad^ and of odMcts, ^koivt^PtanAi^ 

by ^fprijjion* 

> 
Rude and lodecent behaviour and language to 

fuperiaurs, ever finoe the rgvoktion^ has been a . 

prevailing fa(hion with thofe, who have aflumed . 

to themfelves the di(lin£tion of being, the only 

iruechwfchmin. This manner grew in the late^ 

reign ; has been greatly improved in the pre^ 

fent \ and is now advanced to a height far be*" 

yond what was then pra£tifed by thefe people. 

In our time, government has been reviled and 

defpifed, becaufe mild and merciful. How- 

great then would be the clamour ; how infuf* 

ferable the outrage did thefe men endure a 

tenth part of what had been inflicted on the 

puritans^ previous to this oppreflive law. Their 

loyalty and affeftion to the queen, were real 

4 and 
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tud undbubted. lo the aA there are no colours 
nor fuggcAioos to the contrary. The puoifli^ 
meats which were the confequence of ihisadl:* 
a&d all the hardfhips with which they w^eat-. 
tended, do not appear to baye given the q^aeea 
DMch concern, though by this means, depiived 
«4)f many ufefol fubjefls. All the imputations' 
to their prejudice confided in rude complaints 
o£h^rd(hipsandfufferings, and in difbwning 
ttfo tppca'sjuprtmaqf m mnups^fupffy ttclefia- 
Jtuah TMs they though* iiwoofiftent w5th^' 
CMBJsr^s hei&gAttwf^wr^iif things hbis chnrch. 
JBhit if tbi» was » faUe and endiuiiaiHc conceit, 
with regard to the ftate, it was harmlefs, com* 
pared with the opinion of the ptipe^s fupremaiy* 
and snfvliiHl'ty» And was the danger of their 
bitter worcU in any degree equal to the trtafw- 
ahUasad mijcbi^vous pra^iccs of the /41/^^i, who 
were Tcftlcfs in ihcir endeavours againtl the go- 
vernment, attended with the utmoft bigotry to 
the Spaniard^ the queen's moft malignaBt ene- 
mies, and the mofi cruel oppreflors of the prate^ 
Jiantsy znd had been guilty ofi plots, confpira-^ 
cies, and open rebellions. And yet» fuch was 
the policy of the griot churchmen^ as to contrive^ 
the keeping the one. at home, and fending the 
oiher abroad. 

When the folemn dying fpeeches ofPenry and 
others, were reported, the queen is faid to hare 

re- 
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regretted the death of foch good fubje^ts. The 
archbtjhops and UJhops were chiefs in all tbr/e 
profecQtions, afltd penalties. Sometimes ttiey 
were coDvifled, as obflioate and incorrigible^ 
and, after the manner of the inqufjkion^ deliver- 
^ to the civil magiftrate: bat at other times 
purfued to death; for the archUJbcp was the 
fi^ft who figned the warrant for Pinrf% exe- 
cution. 

They feem to have reaTon and truth on ihdr 
■fide, who afcribe the ^uieiC% renouncing of f9* 
piry^ not to averfion^ but neceffity : For her Z^- 
gUimacy and right to the crown, (he moft have 
been wholly indebted to Rome, Many previous 
conditions burthenibme and inconvenient to re* 
gai power, would have been ftipuiated; and 
in thefe circumftances, the/tijiSfiftg herfelf and 
kingdom to Spahj by accepting for a hun)and, the 
fevere and unreletitiag Philp, would have been 
unavoidable. The title of head efthe churchy is 
fuppofed to have been ^ the great endearing and 
engaging particular in her prote/iant profef&on. 
Under fuch a ruler, how naturally and readily 
were they promoted and encouraged, who en- 
tered into all the pride and oppreflion of popery? 
The courts eccleriaftical with great rigour pn- 
nifhed drffinters^ but favoured and avoided as 
much as poflible. the notice of papi^u 

King 



. ICi^g Jambs I. feared only the power and 
|>oUcy .of wBtf^/ \ bat he liked many j>al>ticular» 
ill ^A<ir religioo* aad had made great profef^ 
iio^ of regard to ibai court. He bated puri-- 
tanifm^ oo the account of the rigour and rude* 
nefa^of dieir,^«ri» In eur churcbmen h^ ioxmi 
m fnU cofx^iaoce %VkA connteoaQce/ io ,aU bia 
preteDfioDS to ahfihte powtr. He readily placed 
foch at the htadoi the charch, who were harfiir 
In their feverities than their predecefibr^. DoC' 
irinal ttxotSyZiii fome grofs and rude contra*' 
diZiions of eftahlijhed orthodoxy, were crimes 
puniflied whh fire and fagoU In the feveral 
mOances of burning hereticks, which happened 
in this, and the former Tclgn^ in feyeral parts of 
the kingdom, tht church begun and denounced 
the crime, and ihtftau concluded with execu- 
tion. The dominion and power. of mean and 
worthlefs favourites in this reign, who were the 
authors of nothing great or good, cither at 
home or abroad, and who procured large grants 
iJf the royal revenue, naturally dimioift^^d the 
reverence and influence of the crown. 

The temper, principles, and opinions of E. 
Charlei the Ift, difpofed him to exercife the 
prerogative in a more ungracious manner than 
any of his predeceflbrs^ In order to promote 

\ VOL. iV. K bif 
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his defies,, he fupported and encouraged the 
«ioft fevere and oppre^ive fiaeafares rf church^ 
men. They were the chiefs in thofe courts, 
where power and prerogative, in oppc^itlon to 
law aod equity, prevailed. The vigour of 
cburchdifcipline, was not applied to encourage 
fobriety and decency, but to inforce diflblutc- 
ncfs and diforder. Orfpcnfations and^depriva- 
lions were the fare confequcnces of refufing to 
publiih the book of Sports. JRoyal and eccl^fia-, 
JHcal ordinances, defeated the obligations of 
revealed and natural religion. Was not all this 
in compliance wiih tht manners of popery^ which 
was. in every refpedt favoured and encouraged I 
How much this was the cafe at court is evident, 
from the concurrent teftimony of all forts of 
htjforians. Sidney's Letters afford feveral im- 
portant additional informations j many other 
letters and informations have been deftroyed 
by the bigotry and partiality of the fucceffors ia 
other great families ; but if what yet remains ia 
private hands bccometh public, many more af- 
fefting particulars, will be expofed . Scrupulous 
proieflants^ Were diftreffed and perfecutcd with 
all poffible heat, while immunities and favours 
were every where bellowed on papifls. The 
language; in which the church of Rome had been 
treated, received then a great aheration. Ido- 
latry zxA the pope, being aniicbrifi, vfcre the 

com- 
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c^mon irttputations of o\xr ftrjl reformers. 
Thfe deformities, the detefiable ways andquali- 
iieU of this fil/e churchy are without any referve 
fet forth in our homilies. But the reviving and 
re]5eatiQg theTe appellatives /i&i/j became matter 
of great offence ; foft and honourable colours 
were only in faftiion. The hooks of zealous 
^ proujtants were prohibited, while thofe of zea- 
loas papijis were either licenfed of indulged. 

The fon,.who was his immediate fucceflbr, 
did not give the proofs of his adhering to the ' 
Romijh religion, for which his brother was di- 
flinguifhed ; but we hav6 no reafon to doubt 
of his inclinations. No religious confi derations 
could much afFcA the mind of fo profligate and 
carelefs a creatore while in health, but wheo 
the approaches of death forced him intofobrie- 
ty,..|heo be wholly fubmittcd to the rule and 
difciplioe of this church. In hfs reign, laws of 
the harden and mod unreafonable kind, with 
regard to the liberty and property of protejlant 
dijfmtirss were enabled and executed with the; 
utmoft ftriftnefs and -rigour. While the church 
waB thus avenging itfelf on its enemies, the pa^ 
pifti parfued their meafnres without much dif- 
tu^bance in a private an4 public way. Far 
from being diilurbed, the principal polls in the 
govcrnoftcnt were poffcflcdbyfuch as were well 
K 2 known 
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iinown or juftly fufpefted. The principal wew 
the dnkc of Kri, lord trcafarer Clifford^ Arl'ing- 
ton, and others ; yet, no inftances occur of the 
rtilirs ofth^ church expreffing, in thofe days, any 
cpncerB for the fnvijer and grouth of popery ; 
but they earaeftly contended for the inforcing of 
inflaming snd enfnaring oaths : This was done 
\>^W4ird^ MorUy^ and others, in feveral feffions 
of parnamcnt, and they treated non-compUers with 
all imaginable pajioral feverity. The Vijhops 
zxii.piip''Jh parly readily concurred in thefe cruel 
and oppreflive laws. Revenge and the prof- 
peft of fubjefting^ every thing to their power, 
was a motive with the oney and the profpe£i of 
producing lafling hatred and avcrlioa among 
protejlants'^ dire£lcd the othr. 

Though this was evidently the cafe, it had 
no cfFcft in abating the progrefs of cur chutch- 
mcn*s furious z$aU De/iruJfionof dijfenters was 
the favourite point ; therefore, during the in- 
fluence of French or popijb councils, by large 
grants of fuppUes they purchafed new laws of 
greater feverity, and vigorous revival of profe- 
cutionsi and towards the conclufion of this 
reign, when arbitrary and p^pijh meafures rc- 
-turned with full power, the hiJJjops and their 
adherents were ^<7^^r/7 employed in compleating 
the ruin of non-conformijis, Latnplugh^ of Exe-* 
Aer^ in 1684, commanded his cUrgy to publijb ia 

their 
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rhcir churcbes-on Sunday vnx order of the jufticts 
promifiiig the reward of forty JhiWngi iot \):tt 
appreheodiog of a dijfenfing minijler *. 

During the dommion of the fortes^ ia the 
reign of hrj brother, it was highly criminal to 
call the duke of Tork^ a pop}Ji\ though this was 
notorious, and it became his public prcfeJfiQn 
immediately after his acccffion to the ihrooe. 
But this gave no apparent concern to the Uadett 
of high church. They begun with gratifying 
' the king in the afFair of his revenue ; and. Im- 
mediately after this grant, dellred him to IfTue 
forth his ro^ai proclamation to canfe the penal 
hws^ to be put in execution againft dijfentin 
from the church of England'. All the cetebra* 
ted natxrcs of the party were everywhere bufy in 
caufing the proclamation to have its full efTeft^ 
Had the king gone on in humouring their info-r 
lent and oppreflive temper j and been contented 
with the furc and flower methods of promoting 
his own religion^ he would have met with no in- 
terruption and have been attended with full 
fuccefs. But the court fchemes were for liberty 
and toleration 't they required the compliance 
and afliftahcc of the clergy^ attempted to punifi 
them for their non-compliance, and dijlurbed 
them in their rights and properties. Then 

• NeaV% Hift. of Puritans^ p. 526. vol. 4. 
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their pra^iice fpUy confuted all .%hcir fia&a& 
profejp.ons of abfolute and ualiiQit^d f$fi»t fshr- 
diencf and n'M-nftJlancu They^ .wbp Ji^ 
treated, as perverfeoefs and unreafoaable obAi- 
. nacy mothers^ the ///tfj cf confijinct^ zndpUat 
for liheriyy rights and privilege, felt for the|^- 
felves what they would not (ice before via the 
cafe of their neighbours. How fully theu w^e 
their eyes opened ; how ftrong were their de- 
clarations of fbrrow and concern for what w«s 
pad ; and how obliging and many were their 
vows ! When oar wonderful deliverance wiis ac- 
cotnplifhcd, the ioUratien a^ could not be re- 
fufed, after the many folemn promtfes in the 
days of peril and terror. But feveral reafon- 
able attempts to end our religious differences 
were difappointed by thofe, whofe pre-imimtUB 
and principles give them an averfion to all com* 
pliance and moderation. When the convocation 
met, all abatement in point of ceremony and ri' 
iualy all propofals for the fmalleft reformation 
and alteration were ^bfolntely rejefled, Noln^ 
mus legis Anglia mutan^ was the populary but a 
Tery unfair plea* Might not this with equal 
truth have been urged againft the nformationt 
and for the continuance of the fanguinary lav{9 
ci popery? For the fame reafon the penal Iflvfs 
of the church, which, with fo much mifchicf, 
^d info anti'chrtjiian ft. manner^ bad been exe- 
cuted 
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deed above ao years, fliould not have bcert 
rcpeal<^'bythe /«/#rfl^/V»^^. The contriver's 
aod aBettors of ptrfiMing meafares have con- 
fiaoily had tht diftinflkm of being for the 
church i and the friends of civil and religious 
!ibei*ty, of being /Vi enemies. All opport«nities 
Jmce the rruolmion hive been improvied to revive 
diftreflei and perfecution* The bijhops^ who 
have been a£Mve on thefe occjtfions, have been 
ftnerated as true fathers, while tijey who have 
been inflacnced'by doe regard id the obligations 
of naiaral and^revealed religion, which inforce 
mercy and charity, have been rrearcd with aft 
forts of refroaches* 

In the hft 60 years the immnnitles of con- 
j^ienee, and the full rights of all quretand podd' 
fnbjeftsjhave been Hated and explained, in'the 
mod fatisfaftory nwnntr. A 'general isle-aticn^ 
which in the day? of our forefarhers was treated 
as impious and abomhiable, has been fince fuUy 
jnftificd. They, whofe praftices, when they 
have-had the fullnefe of j>owter, have conftantly 
contradided every principle of this kind ; hav^ 
lately aflumed the character of being the moll:' 
zealous advocates for an unbounded liberty. 
How great is their truth and' modefty ! For* 
hzvt not they, who glory in being the ^nly true ■ 
Jims of the church, when they have had fall power 
10 pavfiie their 0¥m devices, proceeded from 
E 4 fmalier 
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fipatlcr to the higheft opprcffions ? Sucfi was 
ihcfchifm aO, the laft Jegacy of their gloriotiS 
queen Ann. ArcWiJhop Dawes took the chair 
in order to model and fiol(h chat inifuitoui bill. 

Bromleyy the trufty agent for Oxford^ at tht 
fanae time publifhed the chunk's deilga of ex* 
chdlngy io another feffions, all forts ^{ dlffen- 
Ursy from their rights of voting in eleftionsfor 
members of parliament, and of being magiftrates 
of corporations. AH thefe great things were 
done for the church in order to have its zealous 
and a£live ai&ftance in undoing ilitjiate. 

On good a ffu ranees of being tbos rewardedt 
the pulpit and prefs recommended the giving 
up the fruits of all our viftories, of all our 
blood and treafures. They applauded the 
fcheme for leaving the houfe of Bourbon in pof- , 
ftfTion 6f wealth and power, terrible and dan* 
gerous to the liberties of Europe. The deli- 
vering us to the dominion of a p9pijb pretender, 
was the notorious purpofe of the principal ma- 
nagers. Far from conceiving any fenfe of dan- 
ger from fuch a profpeA, this was the general 
hope and expeflation of the greateji churchmen. 
Peace became chiefly defirable, as preparing the 
way for the fuccefs of hereditary right, Dohtg 
fcr the churih doth not import doing any thing 
for the promotion of piety and virtue, and for 

the 
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the reflraiQt of prpfaaeneCs and immoralityv 
Doing foinething by ^ay of grievance and dif* 
trefs to proiefiani diffintersy is the meaning of 
the word, when uled by tbofe, who call them? 
felves the ONLY x^^i&Ar^Awfw. 

But has dqingfor the church had as pfiial ap- 
plication to the affair dl. popery? This isjepre- 
fented as wholly appertaining to the ftate. But 
is not the gaining profelytes to an idolatrous 
fuperflitious religion, and whofe doftrines in- 
culcate perfidy andcrueltj, a matter of religious 
concern \ Have not the number of diffhiier^^ for 
many years paft, decreafed, both in thQcapital^ 
aod throughout the kingdom ? When the fa- 
thers have acquired cenfiderable fortunes, do 
not thtfins think it below gentlemen to go to 
9 meeting ? When people of any condition of 
either fex marry into the eftabli&inent, they gor 
loef ally fooa ceafe to be dijfenters. But the ca£b 
isqiiitc different with regard to papifii.^xh^ 
fr^tifiant i» too cjommpnly lofl in alliances o£ : 

Popery for many years has deca-yed verytn^. 
corUiderably in great famines. If it has been * 
defected by fome, others have remrncd to tlvat 
coDunuoion: Strong, and very uadeferved fup- - 
ports, have been procured to this wicked caufe^ 

- by' Its inxercAs and. alliances tf. home,, li has . 

. J K, 5 alCa? 
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' alfo had the aid and countenance of a!l tlie* 
tfiighty powers abroad. Far from diminiflilng, 
the number oi fap^Jis is jtiftly rai5pofed to have 
greatly increafed in this century. They are* 
"Wife in their arts Sindfchemes of government. It 
3s kno\yn in faft, that additions are continually 
inakirig to their tiUgiousfunds* Thefe muft be 

" very confiderabfe by virtue of their farth and 
policy. Nothing can be more properly adapted 
to make impreffions on perfons of all ranks and 
charafters. How great is the fecurity promifed 
by infallibility ! Yiovj comfortable and pleafing- 

' are the doflrin^s of abjilution^ oi difpenfations ajid- 
indulgencies ! both to faints and ilnners T 

t . . From thefe and many other confiderations, 

the damgtr of the prevelancy di papery is too evi- 

"dent ; but this cannot be pretended of any of 

' tur feHs'y no, not on the impoffible fuppofitioQ 

• of their entire union. Nothing is more commoii 

in the mouths of many vuaious cburchmm^ than 

•deckrrng the^ would much rather be papifts 

' th2iiifresbyteriafis. But he mufl be a blind and 

' perverfc zW<?/indeed, who can pretend to diC- 

putefrom which quarter we have B&:oft to fear^ 

' Can any thing be more clear ^nd conviwdiig 

from jaft experiments at boriiie, and froili-vrhat 

is pradifed among ^<7pi,'?j and Calvinijis ^bm^A} 

' As they would be good men and good rub}e{^s» 

' it becoffltes <hurclmm t^jually with j/t&^efmini to 

coo* 
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coouibttte ihe utmoft to our deliverance {torn •- 
this adherlog plague and ml&hkf. P^jh 
ivberever it has a full iofluence, is the fiuihr rf 
cmfufitm^ and tvery tvil work^ afid difcoorageih 
the moft amiable and valuable virtues in fo« 
ciety. It is an impof&ble and vain prete&or, 
that a nal papiJI ihould really be a good fub}eft« 
If there Is any Dcceflity for producing proofs *^ 
of this, we have much reafon to complain of 4^ 
careleis and ttDreflefiing^-ace oi prdtiflatds^- 

The papers of Siildofi^ fuperidur of the Jes*- 
fults, fe'aed in Ncven^tr 17459 afTofd manyjfl'^ * 
IlQUces of the abfolute fubjedtion of the popt/b 
clergy andxlaity^aad the^neontroulable autho- 
rity of their dineAors.'- For the fuperiors of' 
other orders * may jaft4y be prefnmed to be 
. equally ^arbttraipy in^ their iofldence. We have 
in thefe papers proofs of commands being obey^ 
.ed,'when gentlemen of the firfl rank >and thdt • 
chaplains have been both averfeto.a reparation. 
None are allowed to chdfe^ th^ir own prieds; 
4)or to retain themagry longer tbtfn is agreeable to •■ 
ithe pleafure of the fupertor; How dangerous 
jEoaft fuch foigx>try and ioflaved <fifpofitioa be to * 
xhejg^yernmenti for thtre can be no doubt of > 
their ready obediibnce^n ^11 other inftanqes? 

Whin thtrc are any of their miffiouaricsf - 
who bjf readings convcrfatiooi. and probity of • 
£ 6 nmil. 
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taiady i^re difpofi^ ta become (:oBverts to omr 
church, how unhappy and difttial are their caSJ 
cumftances ; they are fare of feeling all poflibfe 
effefts of the malice and revenge of the party 
lhey<iefert, and have the difcouraging profpciSt 
.of negle£fi colJnrfs, ZTkdfr^/pimn with which we 
.have ihooght fit to treat foeh r»«t;^/T. Wfth 
. a very few exccpfions this has generally Beea 
the cafe, ever fince the revolution. Some of 
our gentlemen^ to their great difiionour, have 
countenanced mean and profligate charaflers^ 
and worthy perfons have been impofed upon, 
which are foflScient motives for the utmoft care 
and caution : but do not juftify the prudei^ 
and piety of a t9tal negledfy and ao abfihte dtfcm^ 
ragmtnt. 

Nothing inunfiftint with humanity and chrff- 

-^ iianity is required frona^ the leaders of cur church t 
Their predeceflTors, in the c^St of proteji ant Mf- 
Jv^ters^ have been proved to be concerned in 
futfuing them to deaths in figning warrants 

, for their execution. They were the abfolote 
direflors of arbitrary and unequitable courts. 
They were the chief promoters of laws, which 
fobjeded every thrag valuable to vile informers 
and viler juftfces, armed with abfolute power. 
And, fjnce the full light and eftabliftiment of 
liberty, they have beflirred ihemfelves in dif- 

• treffing thofe, who, as protejlants^ fliould be 
regarded Vi^trfthrgn. Is it not very mexcufabfe, 

^ ' that 
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Aat tbcir.zcal iot the froUfiatafuccvffionhit 
'boca the great offence and' proVocaVionI This 
will appoir from a carefol review of the known 
temper and deSgns of the generality of their 
difturbers. 

Precautions againA the ^a//>?i are needful, ad 
they are, and muft ever ren^in, enmiis to the 
govern/m?2t^ Their impudent pretences to in* 
fallibility ; the abfurd and impious powers an-^ 
nexed to their confecrations ; the difhonour do&e 
to chriftianity by many idolatrous ^^iijuperjliuous 
praSiicis^ are what (hey are accountable for only 
to the governor of the univerfe. But as their 
cafuiflry and dp^rims corrupt all true goodncfs 
and morality, the governors cfour church for this 
reafon ftem to have as proper and neceflary a 
conccxn SL& the governors, ^ihi^aie* 

The clergy have complained, apd,too oftett 
with great reafon, of the total negleft of the civil 
magijlrate\ for, without proceeding to extremi- 
ties, many things might have been done to 
difcourage the impudeace of thefe eneo^ies of r^« 
ligion and government, and their unfair methods^ 
of making profelytes. But the truth is, the mapy 
lawsy now exifting, cannot be put in execuiiop. 
Bcfides,fuch/>^r««/tfr>' andy&«f«//«iary penalties as 
they enad, are quite difagreeable to our mild 
government^ and incoafifient with the iziahi](d*t 
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of (he age. Attempts to execute them h^nrer 
been rare and uncommoQ, and only Aa times of 
great daoger* and upon great provocations. 
.They were chiefly made in Urrorem. Mod of 
them were extorted from thofe princes under 
whom they not only enjoyed many immunities, 
but places and power. The repealing all ihefr 
zxiifuhfiituting in their roomoNE eafy 2SiA prac- 
tieable law, of the deferjvoe and prefervativt 
kind, is w4iat oar times -and ciKumftances ah- 
folutdy require, Thefei- laws have afforded • 
matter for clamoirr and fcaodal ; comparifons 
from htnce have been made^ betwixt popijh and • 
fr^teftant ^verities/ But in thi& itit clamoroas * 
have been equally impudent and -ungrateful* 
Have they oot generally beena dead letter, and * 
a mere name without elSk^kl' Can any thing., 
then more become* the- honour of our Tcligion, 
and nation, than effe^uaUy to remove this re- 
proach ? Laws hard and fevere, and which:* 
iannotyO^ are ^et^ to ht executed^ procure hatred:' 
and' contempt ; than which, nothing worfecaa- 
happen to any government. The fufpicions^ 
entertained of our htfi&psmxxfi be groundless, . 
They were promoted^ ob afibrandes given of > 
their tempers and defigns^-beingquiteoppofite 
to ibiir predecejfon under Charley the ild/ who-* 
Slave the lafling reproach of being unanimous? 
k th«tf voiias againfi the repeal of tlie fiatmr 

Dt 
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JOir Heretlco Cofnhurendo (1677.) Wie cannot - 
imagine the majority of ibis ben J? 2irciov \ht 
continuance of fuch feverities, and averfe to- 
provide for our fecurity, by ONEfober and r/^* 
fonabU LAW, 

In order to the flaming fuch a /juv the tit-- 
moft fag^ity And )>rudence, and all ailiiladces- 
are requifite. Aftd nothing can better defcrve • 
the mfMft care aftd conflderation. What we - 
batre feen and felti (hould make usfenfibleof 
' the trui fpirii fAp^wy. But as there are too - 
many fymptonais of the prevakeicy of infenjibiliiy 
«ad vuiUenthfi^ let us Fecollefi what an enerr^ 
we THtUy have. Tbere are fome confiderationst 
ef a general natoiv, andTotne in which we are 
siore peculiarly concenaed. The policy and 
•defigos of Ron^ are ftiU the fame. None of 
X^fkt antuni ckiitts andprafikeS' have been nr» 
M^isnced, Nor r^Tu they be gtveft- up, though 
icirctttnfiances obHge chem to fofpenfion and 
iarbearance : No mterrenttoa of time and accir- 
^ents can weaken^ tnach lels deHroy wh^t is 
fbuflded ofl divine and infaWbU right, Thofe 
•powers, who have been fo mean and fcnfercfs, 
iis to continne in their derotioni to the tnjhlii§ie 
'4^/-iii/, have received gr^t beaefit ffom ti^M^iu 
fttrmcim. The boundiels power of V>^«^ 
of crowns and domlmonS) and diJfwbing^iJ^aki^ 
by excomtxHioicatioss mi loxetHQs, are oow 

forbora 
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forborn on the account of their, b^zard and 
danger. 

As the poWer and prafllces of the fuccefTors 
of St. Peter are little regarded and renaemb'er- 
ed, it will be proper to produce a few iuftaoces 
10 the very words of the rA^Av huli^. The 
£uUarium Mag f urn, printed at Luxemhurgh 
1 727. vol. I. at pag. 27. Ann^ »073« Greg, Pap. 
affords an account of- the excommunication of 
Henry y fon of the emperor of the fame name ; 
of his being depofid from royal dignity ; and of 
his fuhje^s being abfohed from their aatbf of air 
legiance^pag. 28. The prayers, tears, the out- 
ferable and humble fubmiflions of this prince 
procured him abfoluiion. But for fobfeqaeat 
offences, the excommunication was repeated^ 
and his depoficion we have in the following 
terms, pag. 29. Omnem potejkttem et dignitafem 
Hit regiam tollo^ et^ut mjlus Chrijiianorum ei^ 
ficut REGI, obediat Interdico ; omnefque^ qui 
eijuraverunt veljuraiunt de.regni diminatiwe-n 
juramenti promiffione ABSotvo^ 

The excommunication o£ our Henry VIIL 
wasin 1535. We have the particulars, />* 710. 
Among many wi}ich might be mentbned; I only 
recite — Ipfafque confcderatimes et ohligatienei^ 
tarn facias, quam in pojlerum faciendas-'^NiiiKus 
rob$ris vd moment i nulla f que ^ irritas, .<^^i— <ic 
* s. .J .* ^ pro^ 



tf/ii Orthodoxy fiaken. 2^^ 
pro vf^tBti bahmiasfin de^ernimus .^ dV 
exARAMUs. As his hotinefs thus decjaredy 
qH agreements^ promifes^ and alliances^ utterly 
VOID ; fo in what followcth, all the po^jfiffions 
of hhfubje^s 2iixA favourers by feaand land, asc 
declared the lawful prizes of pirates and robbers^ 
bona mercantia, pecunias, navigia, res>et anl- 
malia, aufloritate, fcientia et poteftatis pleoitu^ 
dine — captoribus concedimu8» 

In vol. II. 1570, pag. 324-5. In the ex- 
communication of que^n Elizafeth, he pro« 
nounccth— — ^i« etlam tpjam pretenfo regni 
priediifi jure necmn omni et quocunque dominion 
dignitaief privilegioque privatam. It afterwards 
difchargcth all from their oaths*— -Pr^jr^r//, 
fuhditos et pQpulos din a regina^'^ eetterot omnes 
qui iUi quomodocunque juraveruni btjufmodiy &C* 
I Absolvimus^ 

But the feafon of zealous and general obedi- 
ence to ai] the diftates of Rome^ was now over, 
and the effeA was not anfwerable tcy wha^ wafi 
defigned. Such fulminations againft particQ«- 
kr princes have fince ceafed. The Roman pen^ 
l{|7*C0Qtenteth bimfelf with annual denunciations 
againft heretieks in the Ccena Domini bull. 
This is indeed very full and iignificant, and hat 
from time to time received additions and imt- 
provemcnts» Ally vfho h^vc feparated from the 

chunk 
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iiat'th df :ff9/»/, of wkaterer dtnoninatioa^ a«>r 

From wHesce it plainly follotvetfa^ tliie Sti^ 
comiog good end obedient fubjeAs to prsteftan^^ 
•princes is inconflilent with the faith and reli- 
gious duty of a papifi. Neceffity and fear aweth^ 
them into a ^ict behaviour ; but wbcnev€fr 
they have any profpcft of faccefs every evil cf— 
feA of bigotry and wicked zeal it to be ex*- 

The commpn pliaj of men's being littler 
hfiumced hy n^uus frindpUsri^^ t^mp^ral af-^- 
fi^ixs^ mud aot be Keie aUowcd. To our gi^r 
ib^me how few are these amoeg iWy^wbo have* 
any priAciples : and therefore fi»^4ffkS oan he 
expc6!ed, where there is i^&^oasfei. Bat papiMs^^ 
who live among />r^//y?<!7«//, are well feafoned 
.yfiih the fQndan>entals of their perfira&on. Of 
what great and good things are they hereby 
Mffjind, in this and the world to come ? They 
•are confident of having on^their fide infalUbiUiy^ 
«adySr/ir/> of being fecured from all forts of 
':eviU : fach a rivetted opinion muft produce 
whatever can be defired. The decrees of the 
imfallible hcad^ or what their priefis alTure them 
«re fuch, are heard with the fame veneration by« 
the generality cXpaptfii^ as an immediate voice 

from- 



>ftomJ»jC(aycft. Thepl^neft proofk of the falf- 
hood and vanity of their high and tricked pre*" 
.tendons are infigoificant. GroBodlefs ^ad^o^ 
4ideat cpnceits ajre^iliore firmly retained^ aod- 
.(Of«rate with greater ftrength^tbaQ^anyrestfon- 
able perftiafion. Deluiioh is infinite^ and will 
not faiier ns to gire any attention to riie moft 
•jBmfchievDns confeqnen^a* How elfe could 
man, who Is t fodable being, receive, without 
abhorfence, difpem&iions for taking of oath^» 
and abfolutions from their ob&rvance, after 
they are akso^l 

Thefe «rt t&e known do^^rines and practices of 
^p$3^y f though they have been often difowned 
with their ufaal modefty and veracity. Ac- 
.cording to ihevr fyfim the whole aSair of/wear^ 
ing on any occafion before ikr^Z/W magi (Ira te$ 
Oiuft be a nullity. They arc, as htreiicks^ in- 
competent judges, and are all by virtue of the 
Ceena D$mini bull, in a ilate of excommunica^ 
tion J aod as fuch can have no privileges and 
powers j^all their doings mn A be itlicit and of 
no efFeft. They can have no fenfe of any obli* 
gations ; and therefore muft ever be ready to- 
take any oaths of allegiance and fidelity. But- 
onr oaths, as now formed, qaunot be fwallowcd; 
becaufe, by fo doing, they would renounce foooe 
of the principal ppints of their region. Yet 

folk 
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for great and weighty pur pofcs cftn fatb firt 
offweariog is. allowed; but ftich permtfl^a^. 
are only graated to particular atid fele£b pcr>9 
ions. This can never be • general, beaitife ft 
would be a pablic and repeated difbwtiing th^ 
profeffiorK : 

The pope's power to grant any fort of leafc 
is readily believed. Far from being confined 
to things l^awfnl and honeft, he can beftow wh^ 
chai:a(Serj[ 4nd colours he pleafeth, on perfoifs 
i^nd tbingSy in contradiAion to nature afid 
truth. Difpenfations for taking unlawful oaths^ 
were they generally known and owned^ would 
be an intolerable diihonoor and d^edit totbi^ 
communion. . This is what no governmeiit 
ihould endure. However^ there is no doubt of 
this having been a common pradlice whenever 
judged expedient and necellary. A proof of 
this appeared fo kte as 1678. Printed joomsd. 
ivp. 1680, in pag0 152} is an account of a fa- 
culty under the feal of cardinal Barherini ioT 
difptnfing with the taking the 9aths^ and ^<r 

This faculty was entered into the Journal of 
the Houfe of Commons^ and probably into that of - 
the Lord$, ^If this entry was not deftroyed in 
the following years wherein ^0/>//% councils and 
power • prevailed, a prefent publicatioa would 

be 
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3)C very feafonablc. Thefe permits are for thofe 
>vbofe religion has not yet made them iafe^ble 
of boooar nad hoaefiy ia the moft folema tran- 
faftioQs with prsUjientu Hereby what they 
fbruple, as imiawfu), is^ot only fatisfied, but it 
becomes a laudable performance*; The greae 
end and purpofe of ferving the caiholick caufi. 
confecrateth eve]7 means^ efpecially when di- 
rt6kd by ftich authority. 

.When oathi iizvt been taken with, or with- 
out a difpenfation, in compliance with heretical 
lawst all then: concern muft be how to evade or 
break them with fafety. Thus they pay a du- 
tifttl regard to their fupreme tttuSlon. They 
htyc frequently renewed conftitutions and de- 
crees «gainll: thofe who fwear or oblige others 
to ^ear (what ihey call) unlawful^ impoJjihU 
and dammhli oaths, and which contradict the 
rights and liberties of the church, and the de- 
crees of the council of Trent (fee Bullarium 
Magnum^ vol, 11. 1584. pag. 513.) Invocatio 
caT(/liMhms Nic* 3/. et aliorum fan^iionumy con^ 
ir4ijurantiS et jurarefacientes^ illicitae impoffibilia^ 
damnofa it eccUfiaJlica Jibertati, ac decretis concllii 
Tridentiniadverfantia, 

This has been the conftont and continoed 
language p{ their foveteign pontiffs ; all oaths 
and contrads made in the mofl fglemn and 

bind' 



btodiog maaner, are declared NttlHtierhfGhk. 
the Xlth, when they contradif): in^hat Ke 
eftccms prior and fiiperior ^obligatiofas. TTrii^ ' 
iff properly applied by the biihop of Oxford^ m 
his fermoD on the rebellicnj preached OSfober 
1 745» to vain dependences on the words and' 
aflnrances of the ^rr/^'^/aVr *« 

What has been produced, fofficiently proves 
the points we have under confideration. Mul- 
tiplyiqg^ authorities * would be needleft. How- 
ever it would be a ufeful performance to make 
an entire colledion of whatever is to be found 
on this fubjedl. The decrees of councils, what- 
ever has been publiflied by popes in all forays ; 
the occafion and confequences of all thefe de- 
terminations and ordinances, fhould be explain- 
ed by fhort hiftorical narratives. This would 
expofe in full colours and proportions the man 
rfftn-i the fin of perdition ; who has long appear- 
ed in our world, not for the quiet and welfare, 
but the difturbance and nufery of human focie- 
ties, and whofe true devotees can never ceaje to 
do evil. As they are not their own mafters, but 
muft obey their direftors, they cannot be treated 
with any fort of confidence and truft. 

From what has been faid, it plainly follow- 
etby there can -be no' entire dependande on the 

• Pag. 16.' The moft formal dcd^ration he can 
make,^ &ci Sec archbifliop Secker*i firft volume of 
^.rmons. 

evidence 



«vi^W th^ givd upoir oserh, eitfeef iDciirll or 
iCrimiflal ^afes. The penalties of perjary, and^ 
^he mcofivenidocics which attend the infatriy off 
beiog a faMfe witncfs, are th^ir only reftralnt^. 
The fenfe and importance of an o^^th, becaufe 
taken before* an anath^niiati^ed, and confd- 
quently incofliper^nt judge, cannot tie duly re- 
garded. When the controverfy is betwixt one 
of their own communion, and a heretic, what 
arts of fal(hood and prevarication may not be. 
^xpcfled? 

The revival of Itarntng in the two laft centa- 
ries, and th€ freedom of enquiry^ introduced by 
the 'reformatton,ihould naturally have produced 
the difgrace and diminution oi popery. For no 
canfe can be incumbrcd with grofler abfnrdities 
and more offenfive fooleries. But art and policy, 
great and growing wealth and power, have 
given it efTedUal fupports, and have caufed it 
to grovr and increafe both at home and abroad; 
To the j€jkiti bdotig the chief praifc of thij? 
wonderfnl management. They have deprcfied 
and almoft totally extinguiftied the long boafled 
rights- of -the OalKcan church. All the brave 
and repeated efforts of parliaments and lawyers 
have been ineffeftual, and have on^ly difcovercd 
the power of their adverfaries to be great be< 
yond imagination. Nor have they only got the 
better of law and argument, but have fubdued 

a fpirit 
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a fpirit of eathufiafm, which was raifed %o tbdr 
prejudice. Thus the court of A'^ftfs^ W^ (o 
•flaaoy high contefts, has beea,, for ibme ^fni^, 
entirely dtvoud to Rame. The. fa^ad of :^e 
beaft, which feemed wquaded lo death, lias 
been healed, and all that p^ft of* the wotid 
woDdereth after the beaA and wof(hif>peth4i$ 
image*. ^ ^ 

Some plaufible and fuperficial obfciyfra 
tmongproUjiants^ have propagated a ground- 
lefs conceit, of the abatement of popijh^ cruelty. 
Becaufe the punishments by fire and l^ggot 
have ceafed ;. therefore mildnefs pre<iraileth. 
But do not the burnings in Spain ^ndPartifgaly 
and the difmal apparitions produced to light 
from the dungions of the inquijitiim^ aSbrd the 
moa joyous fpedacle to a multitude of all ranks, 
which is conftantly aflembled on thefe^odca- 
lions ? In Italy they have great advantages ffdOm 
travellers, and from none fo coniiderable as the 
eKpeniive Englijh. Thefe refined polhieians 
wifely avoid offending their vifitort with- fiich 
fliews. Amongft them,^ all is perfoj?med within 
the impenetrable precinds of their horrid 
tribunal. 

' * Since this tra£l was written, there has been 
a change in France for the better, by the expulfion 
of the ye/tfifs ; which we hope will be produ^ivc of 
greater good in time. - . j . 

-Ama- 
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.Am^klgis the fappofition of an abatement 
lOf f;|he- worft kind of perfecuthn^ while the ia- 

' %aifitioa fahfifieth ia U$ full forces and with 
'ix its arbitrary, fecret, and mod infaumaa 

' pra^ices; fA protiftantifm h2i% ia a great mea- 
fare beeo totally extirpated where it prevails ; 
the fubjefts of its vengeance are greatly dimi- 
iiiflied ; but there is no dio^iautioa of its vigour 
wd diligence, ^ 

In Frwtci^ ^hsv^mintfiersTixt dlfcovered, the 
paiftfiit death of ^rr<7^iir^M /^^«;^^^/ is common- 
ly inflided \ as for (fthers^ they are beconie fen*- 
£bie of the evil policy of lofing ufeful haads ; 
and therefore they are confined to the perpetual 
JUmrj of the galltes, which, all (hiogs confider- 
€d, of the two evils, is lefs eligible than the 
flsort, th(f more (hocking punifhment of perill- 
ing in the flames. How gladly wouli the other 
fex change their difmal confinements for mar- 
tyrdom ? As thefe things arc certainly fo, how 
' affcded mnft the ignorance be, boW great the 
infcnfibility of the xt7\Jlrevgth and truefpirit of 
popery^ which for many years hath been fo 
common. 

They, of this communion, who live amongft 
tJS, have had the impudence to dtfown this ai 
ihuch as poflible ; and for the n#, they have 
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jnany dilgirifes. Th« JS ©ne of the. many tiv- 
Itanccs of their affurance and falihood. As 
rfycjr whole foundation, is falfe, fo every part of 
•the fuperflro£lure has been, carried on by lyings 
and by all d^cehahUnefs of unrlghteoofnefs. 
Their ecclefiaftUal Jchemei and orders '\n Great 
Britam and Irdarid, ^yt known ; fo are thf 
Jargfl furas which are expended on this account 
both at hometand abroad. The many affefting 
and dangerous proofs we had 6f their enmity to 
«vcry thiag vvaluable in our couflitutioa, have 
Jbeeofo ofteOf ind To lately repeated^ at xo xta^ 
^criaUremi^rfcsof tbisJiind ufdeii.'. • 

Juftintipiaiions have been given, howareli'- 
gion, unfupported by ajl true reafon, and' void 
of every good quality, has httximainiainednni 
increafed. As it is not abfolutely nece/Tary, we 
will not attempt to open and explain fome of 
them., for fear, of giving high ofTence to the 
great people of both fexes. One thing only 
fhould not be omitted. Since the marriage of 
Charles the 1ft, the devout and hdy wcnun of this 
ccmmunion have been its mo ft ufeful advocates 
and fupports. They have been," and arc emi- 
nently fo in our days. When the huftiand has 
been well difpafed, the teizing and importunity 
of the wife has obUged him to dcCft from his 
good deCgns. And when they have had the 
lefolution to carry them into execution, domejltc 
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li& has gBDortllf pil»^d difagreeirble; Ittpcr^* 
fons'ofraDk and ciixrumAalnd^Sf ttfet^ ard ft^ 
iisAabees^ if ^ af)}s of reg^d bettyg^ paM to the' . 
bBttttojodgment of the dan. The cntiearmg- 
benefit oft abfokrtioni aod a parfcff d'eHverance' 
from frights aad fears of the moft af&ding^ 
kind^. muA be- very engaging argum^ts with 
the weaker fix. , Strong aad tonfident aflertion<» 
high and mighty proroifes, with which the 
agents of ^0/^2/ abound, are to them far more 
afFe^lingand convincing, than the utmoftclear- 
nefs and ftrengih of argument. I will not pro- 
ceed to many 0;ihcr confiderations, but conclude . 
with a very inUreJimg partuular^ which feems 
not to have bpen commonly known. It muft 
have been of great and comfortable importance,' 
in fixing the adherence of the ladiis to fuch fa* 
cuhies and privileges. 

Id the colle£Uon of letters and other writings 
relaxing to the pop'ijh plot, in the hands of G* 
Trtby, Efqi and publiflied by order of the Heufe 
cf Common'^ 1680. at pag, 122 and ii^* we 
hat^e the Latin criginal^ attended with a tranf- 
latioD, faculties and privileges granted to the right 
r.v. father in Gcdy John J-aker, an Englifti 
prieft ; to bs by him extended unto and executed^ in 
the kingdoms of England and Scotland, and all 
other the dominions of the ^/nrj^/Grcat Britain, 
L 2 except* 
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«^^j;^iiar; Ireland. The 4th, which is tot>ur 
. prefeot purpofe, is as followeth, Of granting a 
liberty and allowing a right to all from whom 
due benevdence hath been with-held, or to 
whom upon any pretence it hath been refufed» 
of dimandif^ and claiming the duties of the mar* 

i:iage bed. The Latin is much (horten*** 

Rjftitmndijus peHndi itkiwm ami£m. 
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HmsBtP and his WRiTiN&Sy 

AGAINST 

/ 

The Imputation of Impiety, AtheisaT, 
and Ofther High CRiMBa^« 

extracted from' 
His: LETTER to hirFRiJffjrD ZENOBlUSj 

And Translated into ENGLISfif, 
^* By, Mr\ N E VLL L £♦ 



• Sec the tife of Mr itflft;i/fe; pitfixcd to the laft 
edition^of his Dialogyes on Gdve/nnuntt priated for 
Mr. MtJlar, in the So-and. 
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7^ HE dffcourfcwchad'hieJy {&ar Ztw* 
bio) and the prcffing imporlonrty of 
GuilioSalviaiiy that I would ufe foifie 
meaos to wipe off the many afperfioos cad apoa 
iBy writings, gives you the prefent trouble of 
reajjiog this letter^ and mc the pleafure of 
vri^og it. 

I have yielded, you fee, to the entreaty of 
Guiiio^ and the reft of that company, for that I 
efteem it a duty to clear that excellent fociety 
from the fcandal of having fo dangerous and per- 
mcioQS a perfon to be a member of their con- 
verfatioa : For by reafon of my age, and itnce 
the lofs of my liberty, and my fufferings under 
that monfter of luft and cruelly, AUxander de 
L 4 V Media J • 
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Medici y fet over us by the divioc ▼cngeancc for 

our fins, 1 cin be capable of no other defign or 

enjoyment, tl^an to delight and be delighted id 

the companyof fomany choice and virtuous per- 

fons, who now aflemble themfelves with all fe* 

curity, under the happy and hopeful.reigo^f our 

new prince Co^m^^ and we may fay that tho'our 

commonwealth be not reflx)red, our flavery is at 

an end, and that he coming in ly our own choice^ 

may prove, if I have as good (kill in prophefying 

as I have had formerly, anceftor to many re- 

^nowned princes, who will govern this flaie in 

great quietnefs, and with great clemency ; fo 

that our poAerity is like to enjoy eafe and fecu- 

jrity, tho* not that greatncfs, wealth and glory by 

which our city hath for fome years paft, even in 

the moft faftious and tumultuous tiroes of our 

democracy, given law to lialy^ and bridled the 

ambition of foreign princes. Bat that I may 

avoid the loquacity incident to old men, I will 

come to the bufinefs. If I remember well, the 

exceptions that are taken to thofe poor things I 

have publifhed, ar^ reducible to three.. 

Firft, That in all my writings I infinuaU my 
great affi^ions to the democraiical government, 
evenfo much as to undavalui that of monarchy in 
r£fpe6t cf ity which laft I do not ehfcunly in 
m\ny pojfages teach ^ and as it were^ perfuade the 
people to threw ojff^. 

Next, 
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f .rl^^tt Thatin,yfmtplfices / vitit ver^^reaf lijy-- 
pieties ^JHghting, and ■vjlifying the church ajLOMtbor 
9fdU the mfgptvernmmt in the worlds and byfucb 
c^nitmpt make way for athofm ^/r^profaoeniefs, - 

. And laltly. That in my book of the princ^t 1 
Ua<b monarchjs all the execrable vUlanies tba^can 
be invented^ and inftru£f them how io break faith^^ 
and to opprefs and to enJJave their fubjeSfs. 

I ihall anfwer fomethidg to every one of thefe ; 
and that I may obferve a right method^ W^iX be^* 
gin with the firft; — — 

I (hall fpeak to that whkb is indeed fit to Inr* 
[ wiped off, and which, if it were true^ would not' 

I only juffly expofeme to the hatred and venge* 

; ance of God and all good menj but even deftroy ^ 

the defign and pnrpofe of all my wrxuDgs^s 
which is to treat in fome fort, as well as one of 
I my fmall parts can hope to do, of the politicks: 
I Aod how can any man pretend to write con- 

\ cerning policy, who dcftroys the moft eltential 
part of it, which is obedience to all governments i 
It will be very eafy then for Guilio Salviatiy 
or any other member of our focieiy, to believe 
the proteftation I make. That the animating of 
private men^ either direftly or indireflly, to dif^ 
obey^ much lefs tojhake off any goyeroment, hov)^ 
L 5 ' '" di^ 
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d£fpoUcaljQ$Vir^ was n€Vir in my thoughts or wrif^ 
ix^s. Tbofe who are unwilliog to believe this^. 
oay take the pains to aJigo in any of my boolcss 
the paSkges they i^iaglDe to teod that v^y« (for 
I caa thiDk of none myfelf) that fo I may give 
fuch perfoa more particalar iktiafaSion. 

I muftconfefs I have a difcourfe m one of my^ 
books to Gncoorage the Italian oatioo, to afTume 
their antient valour, and to expel the Barba- 
f ians, meaning, as the antkot Romans ufe the 
j(vord» all (Irangers from among as : but that 
\<ras before the kings of Spain had quiet poffef- 
(ion of the kingdom of Naples^ or the emperor 
of the dutchy of Milan \ fo that I could not be 
Interpreted to mean that the people of thofe two 
dominions (hoiald be flirred up to fhake ofFtheir 
princes becaufe they were foreigners, fince at 
that time Ludovic S/orza was in poiTeffion of the 
one, and king Frederick rcftored to the other, 
both natives of Laly. But my defign was to 
exhort our countryinen not to fufFer this pro- 
vince to be the fcene of the arms and ambitioa 
of Charhs VIII, or K. Lewis his fucceflbr, who 
when they had a mind to renew the old title of 
the houfe ef Jnjou to the kingdom of Naples^ 
came with fuch force into ftalyy that not only 
our goods were plundered, and our lands wafled, 
but even the liberty of our cities and government 

en- 
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endangercc^ ;,but tQ. uiuie and oppofethem^^ 
aad to, keep this pxovlnce ia the hands of 
prioces of our own aattoo> this my latentioa I3 
To vifible in the chapter itfelf, that I need but 
refer you to it. Yet, that I may not anfwer 
this impuuuioa barely by denying, JJbaUaJht 
in this place what my principles are in that which 
thi world calls REBELLION > which I believe to 
be. not only a riftng in arms againft any govern- 
ment we live under, but acknowledge that' 
^ word to extend to all clandefiine con/piracies too, 
by which the peace and quiet of any country 
maybe interrupted, and by confequence the lives 
and eftates of innocent perfons endangered. 
REBELLION then fo defcribed, / held to be 
the greateji c inie that can ^^ committed among meti^ > 
both againft policy, morality and in for o cnfcien^- 
iha ; but notwithrtandiogall this, // is an offince 
which will be committed tuhilji the world lajis^ as 
rften as princes tyramiizei and by enflayiog and 
deprefling iheir fubje6is,make magiftracy, which 
was intended- for the benefit of mankind, prove.a > 
plague and defh-uftion to it : for lefe^ the terror 
and the guilt be qeverfo great^ it is impoflible 
that human nature, which confifls ih pa/Iion as 
well ss virtue, can fupport with patience and 
fubmiffion the greateft ctueliy anS injuflice, 
whenever either the weaknefs of their. princes, 
Ihe unamipity of ijiev people, or ai>y other fa* 
L* 6. yourabl« 
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vmirablc accident, (hall, give them reafooaWc^ 
hoped to mend their condltioir, «ad provtdG 
better for their own iatcrcfVby i&fiuT€d^ion« 
So that princes and ftates obght in thecottdaifc 
of their affairs not only to confider what 
their people are bound to fubmit to, if they 
were infpired from hefiveo, or were all mo* 
ral philofophers ; but to Weigh Kltewif& what ti 
probable de fac^o to fall out in this'corrupt age- 
of' the world, and to refle£i upon thofe dangc*^ 
rous tumults which, have happened frequently^, 
not only upon oppreffion, but even by reafon of 
malverfaiion, and how fomc monarchies have 
been wholly fubverted and changed into demo- 
erodes by the fyranri) of their princes ; as we fee, 
rofay nothing of Rornef the powerful' cantons o£ 
Stv.'izerhnd brought by that means, a little be- 
fore the laft age, to a confiderable common- 
wealth, courted anid fought toby all the poten- 
tates in Chriftendom, If princes will ferioufly 
confider this matter, I make no queflion but 
they will rule with clemency and moderation, 
and return to that excellent maxim of the an« 
ticnts, almbft exploded in this age. That the 
interefi of kings and of their people is the fame: 
Which truth has been the whole defigu of my 
writitigs to convince them of. 

Nqw having gone thus far in the defcripttoa 
of REBELLION, / fbinJk wyjelf obliged to tell you 

IL'hof 



«arf'Oit.THor«>xy Jhaken.- 2^5 / 

Holmi'^rtmteivi fiit U 6e rebellion. Whcfiivtr 
thin iaiis orms to maintain' tbt politic conflitkiimi . 
erg9t^irnmint of his c9Utttry in the condition it ihm 
a, I mean» to defend it from bemg^changed or 
iiiyaded by the erafc or force of any man C^A 
though it bt the FRINGE or cbitf magifirato 
himfelfj pronded, that fuch taking up of arm«^ 
be comm^adedor authorized by thofe» who are 
by the order of that goTernment legally eotrull- 
j^d with the cuftody of the liberty of the peopis 
and fonnd^ltion of the government: this I hold 
to be fo far from rebellion j that I believe it laud- 
able ; nay, the duty of every member of fucht 
commonwealth; for that ht who ^ghti to fuf^^ 
fort find dtfend the government he ^^s born and 
lives undir^ cannot deferve the odious name cf RE^ 
BELy but he who endeavours to djlroy ,it, I f this 
be not granted, it will be in vain to frame any 
mixed government in the world : Yet fuch is at 
this day the happy Jorm under which almoflaU 
Europe Jives, as the people of France^ Spain, 
Germariy^ Poland^ Swedeland, Denmark^ &cu 
wherein the prince hath his (hare, and the peo- 
ple theirs: Which la ft, if they have no means 
of recovering their right, if taken away fropi 
them, or defending them if invaded, would he 
In the fame eftat^, ajs if they had po thle.^ 
them, but fived under the empire of Turky or 
Mufavy: and fince they have ftt> Other Vcmedy 

' • " ' but 
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lilt by aj\ms» aod that it Miould be of Ul confe-* 
qtteoce to m«ke ev«ry ptri«ate maa jndg« wbeo 
ike rights of -the people are inFaded (to which ' 
they have as lawfuLa claim as a'prince to bis ;) 
which would be afM: to .produce freqiueDt, aad ' 
fometimes caufelefs tamuhs, therefore it hatfa - 
been the great wifdooi of the iauaders of fuch 
ImnarMes^ to appoint pMrdiamf to \hm li^rifi 
which if it be ikH oiherwife cxpreft,, is and' 
«mght to be uoderftoodi, to refide ia the eitate? - 
of the country ; which for that reafon (as alfa ' 
to cxercife their fcftrts io the fovcreigoty, as-^ 
making laws, levytog money) are to be fre- 
quently aJeinbled in all the regions d Eur^t 
before mentioned :.: Thrfc are to* affcrt and- 
ciaintain the orders of the government and ibe- 
iawse{labliihcd,aDd (ifitcanoot bedone other* 
wife) to arm the people to defend and repd the ' 
forc< that is upon^them ; Nay, the go\ernmeot ' 
of Arragon goes further^ and becaufein the iiu 
tcrvals of the efta-tes pr courts, many accidents 
may intervene- to the prejudice of their right?, 
or Jurcs^ as they call them, they, have during 
the intermifiion appointed a magiOrate called' 
Eljujiuia^ which is by the law and coaflitu* 
tioB of that kingdom, to afTemble the whole 
people to his banner^ whenever fuch rights are 
^ucroached upon ; who are not only juflified by • ~ 
the laws^ for fuch coming together^ but are fe* 

¥<rely 
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vordy puirifliable in cafe of r<^bA : fo tbar 
there is tioquefVioB, bot that tf the kic^s of ^- 
ragan, at this day Tery powerful by the additioa^' 
of the kingdom of Naples^ and of Sicifyt and the^ 
naioQ with (ik^tre^.fkoQld ia time to come in- 
vade their kingdom of y/rrd'^^v, with the forcea > 
of their new dommioo^^, aod eodeavo^r to take * 
from them the rights and priv^ileges they eojoy 
lawfully hy tbdr coofiitution i there i| no quef- 
tkm, I fay, bat they upay f/^^ tbiir king ht then 
mferfin aguin/i tbemy afTembte Xindtr Jujiuiay . 
and defend their liberties with as much jiiAice 
zs if they ^ere inraded by the French or by 
the Turk* For it were abfurdto think, Jince th^ 
people may be legally aJfembUd to apprebind robbtrt% • 
nay^ t§ deliver pojjejfion forcibly detained againjl the-' 
fentenci offotne inferior court ^ that they may and^ 
ought net to bejiir themfehesy tokeep in beings tmd 
frtferve th^t government which maintains them Itt- 
fvjfejjion of their liberties and^ pr»perties^ and ^W 
finds thtir lives t^o from being arbitrarily taken 
avuay. But I know this clear truth receives 
oppofition in this unreafonable and corrupt age, 
when men are more prone to flatter the lull of 
princes than formerly, and the favourites are 
more impatient to bear the impartiality of lawd 
than the fons of Brutus were, who congplained 
Jeges ejfe furdai ; that is, tho* they were fine 
gentlemen, in favour with the ladies and mini- 
2. fiera 
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fters of kings pleafttre» yet tbe^ could not pp-^ 
prefs, drink, «wbore, nor kill ttie officers of juf- 
rice in th»flreets^ retarniog from their nighc- 
revels ; but the execution of the lavs would 
reach them as well as others, who in the time 
of Targuin it feems found the prince more cxor- 
abk. Nay, the divines tbemfehes help with their 
fallaeies to oppugn this dodftitie by making us he^ 
Heve, as I faid before, that it^s God* s wiileill 
princes Jhould he ahfohte ; 0nd arefo fay in C9rt'- • 
fp:ray agQi>]Jl all mankind^ that th^ offert^ that 
in the text^ this Jh all he the manner of your kings ; 
6W was giving that people the Jus Drvinum ofgo^ ' 
vernment^ when in'truih h^ was threatnlng them 
with the plagues of tyrants. But I fpare the 
divines here, fince I (hall have occafion in dif- 
couifing of my next accufation, to (hew how 
that fort of people have dealt with God's truth, 
and with the intereft of men -, and to be as good 
as my word, I fliall prefently fall upon that pointy 
havlog been tedious already in the former. 

7 am charged then in the fec:nd place with im- 
P'ety^ in vilifying the church, and Jh to maki way 
for athe'ijm, i do not deny but I have very fre- 
quently in my writings Litd the blame upon the 
church oi Rome^ not only for all the mifgovern- 
incnt of Chriftendom, but even for the depra- 
vation, aod almoft total deftru6lion of chriflian 
religion iifclf in this provinces but that this 

difcourfe 
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difcoarfe of mlo'e doih or csn tend to leaeli meo 
impiety, or to make way for atheifm^ I peremp- 
torily deny : Aad although for proof of my m« 
nocence herein, I need but refer you and all o- 
thers to my papers themfelves as they arc now 
pobliftiedj where you will find all my reafon^ 
drawn from experience, and frequent examples 
cited, which is ever my way of arguing.; yet 
fince I am put upon itj I fhall in a few lines make 
that matter pofGbly a little clearer, and (ball 
firfl make proteftation, that as I do undoubtedly 
hi e by the merits of Chrift, and by faith in btm^ 
to attain eternal falvation, fo I do firmly believe 
the chri/lian profejjion to be the only true religioit 
new in the world. Next I am fully perfuadid that 
iill divine virtue Sy which God then defigned to teach 
the worldy are contained in the bocks of the holy Scrip^ 
tures, as they are nfiw extant and received among us. 
From them I under fland^ that God created man in 
purity and innocence^ and that the firji ofthatfpecief 
by their frail y lofl at once their integrity and their 
, paradife^ and entailed fin and miferyupon their p^* 
fterity: That almighty God^ to repair this hfi^ did 
6ut of his infinite mercy^ and with unparalleled 
grace and gcodnefs^ fend his only begotten fon intor 
the world to teach us new truths y to be a f erf e^ ex-- 
ample of virtue ^ goodnefs and obedience^ to nf/iore^ 
true religion y degenerated among the Jews intofu^ 
f&fiition, formality and hypocrify^Jo die for thifal^ 

vatien ■ 
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holy ffirit t$ ngeneratt our bmnti^ fitpp&ri' our 
f0i*bj Md Uad'Ui inU all trmh,. 

Now if it fliall appear^ tfaata» the luft of out*' 
firft parents did at that time dHWppoiat ther* 
gpod intention of God in making a pore world;, 
and brought in by their difobediencc the cor-^- 
rupiions that are now in it 5 (o that fince likewire-' 
the bifhops of Rente by their unfatiable ambi- 
tion and avarice^ have defignedly^ as much as' 
in them lies» fruftrated the merciful purpofe he 
bad in the happy rcdauration he intended the 
world by his Son^ and 16 the renewing and re-^ 
fonmng of human nature^ and have wholly de* 
ftiCed and ffK>ited chriftian religion^ and made 
it a worldly and' beatbeaifh thing, and altoge- 
ther uncapableyas it is pra^ifed among them^ 
either of dire^tiog the ways- of its profdlbrs to 
virtue and a good* life, or of faving their fouls 
hereafter;. if I fay this do appear, I know no 
reafon-why I» for detefliRg thus much and for 
giving-- warning to the world to take heed of 
their wayS| (hould be accufed of impiety^ or^ 
4itbei/m ; or why his HOLINESS Jhould be fo in- 
mgid again/} iti poor inhabitants of the vallies in ' 
Savoy» and againji the Albigeoies^r catting him 
aoiichrift. But to find that this is an undoubted • 
truths Lmean that the popes liave corrupted' 

cbfifliantt 



cbriftiaa religioQ, we need but k^adtbc'Ncvr 
Tcftument, aekoowledged by themfebcs to bfr 
of infallible truth, and there we fliall fee that 
the faith and religion preached by ChriA, ^tid 
fettled afterwards by his apoAles, and culti?ated 
by their facred epiAles, is fo diiFeFent a thing 
from the chf iftiaaity that is now profefTed aud 
taught at Rfime^ that we (hould be convinced 
(hat if thofe holy men fliould be fent by God^ 
again into the world, they would take more 
fains to confute this GdUimet^ty^ than ever:thef 
did 10 preach down ihe tradiHoa oiiht' Phari^ 
fui^ or the fables aiwl idolatry of the Gentilea^ 
and would iaall probability fuffer a new martyr* 
dom iu that city uder the Vicar of Cbrift, for 
the fame dodrine which once aDtmated the 
ii^iUiintj9^aitts ngUioft them* Nay we hasutfamt- 
thing nwrt ufay agninft ihtfi SACRILEGIOUS 
PRETENDERS to G^d's power ; for whereas 
all x>tfaer falfe worihtps have been fet vtp by 
fome politic legiflators, for the fupport and pre* 
iibnratbji of goTcramentsthis falfe, thiafpurioua 
religion brought in upon the ruins of chrjilia-^ 
nicy by tlte popes« hath deformed the face of 
government in Europe^ deftroyed alb the good' 
principles and morality left us by the heatiiens- 
tbemje)fes, and introduced iaftead thereof for- 
di^^Eowafdly, impolitic notions, whoreby they- 
have (ahf^&cd mankiB<ia,j|Dd even great prince&s 

and 
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ndiliitesto tBeir own mpUc, Mi nevir Juffer* 
iiifiy4rd€r$ m^ maxims u take place ^here the^ 
bavi had p6W&^ that might makt a nation wife, 
hauft^ great or wealth]^* This I have fet down fo 
plainty in thofe paflages of my book which are 
complained of> that I (hall fay nothing at all for 
the proof of it in this place, bat refer you 
thither; and ^ome to fpeak a little morepartii- 
cularly of my fir ft aflertion, That the pope and 
his clergy have depraved chriftiaa religion : 
Upon this fubje£ly I could infinitely vfiihj now 
letters begin to revive again, that fome learned 
pen would employ itfelf, and* that fome perfoa 
verfed in the chronology of tite chtirch> as they 
call it, would dedtice out of the eccleliaftical 
writers, the time and maoner how thefe abufes 
crept in^ and by what arts and' fteps* thit BaM 
that reaches at heaven, was. built by thefe fons 
of the ear^b. But this matter, as unfaitabie to 
the brevity c^ a letter, and indeed more to my 
fmall parts and learning, I (hall not pretesd to, 
being one who never hitherto fluditd or writ 
of theology, farther thai» it did naturally con* 
;Cern the politicks; therefore I ftiall not deal 
by the NewTeftament, as I have done fcfrmer- 
}y by Tiiui Livius^ that is, make obfervation» 
or refledions upon it, and leave you and Vkt. 
: Cuiiio aod'the reft of our fociety to maWl^ir 
.^dgjaxenti not cttlng^ Uke ^eachers, the chapter 



And; Qvf^mP^y finskeit, v »6 1 
or terfe, b<;Qiii)j[e the r^iog ,th|9 Hply Scdptuirc 
ia iltde ured, zsA ^ m4^; ^^diy permitted %* 
moDgus^ ; 

■ Ta begin at the top, I wpiild have ady i-ear 
fonable man to tell me wheace this uameafurab}(^ 
power, long claim'd, and now poflefled by the 
bifliop of Rome is derived ; t^irft» of being 
Chrift*8 vicar, and by that, as I may fo fay, 
'pretending to a monopoly of the holyfpirit^. whicb 
was promifed and given to the whole chqrchf 
that is, to the eleft or faints, as is plain by a 
daiufe in St. Peter's fermon, made in the very 
fame time that the miraculous gifts'of .the fpirit 
'of God were firft given to the apoflles, who fays 
to the yews and Gentiles^ Repent and be baptized 
everyone of you^ in the name ofJefusChriJiyfor the 
tfmijjion offins^ andyoujhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Gbojl ; for ihis promife is to you and your 
children^ and to all that are afar off^ even ai many 
! er$ the Lord our Godjball calL 

. Next, to judge infallibly of divine truth, and 
to forgive fins as Ch rift did, then to' be the 
head of all ecclefiaftical perfons and caufes in 
the world, to be fo far above kings and princes, 
as to judge, depofe and deprive them, and to 
have an abfolute jurifdi£tion over all the afTairs 
la Chriftendom, in ordlne adfpiritualia ; yet all 
this the canoniAs allow him, and he mitkcs no 

fcruple 
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fcrufk taaflkni^ai whUfr H i^ piaio^, ttiat ia ibv 
^yhole JV^Uf %fffimfit litene is no ddct^rioai 
made of fuch an officer to be at any time^iathd- 
church, except it be in the prophecy of the 
Apocalypfe, or ia one of St, PuuPs cpiftles, 
where he fays^, Who it is tliatjhatlftt in the temph 
cfGod^ Jhewin^ hlmfelf that he is God. Chrift* 
t^Ils^ us, hrs kifigdom IS not of this world; aad 
if any will be the greateft amODg his difciples, 
that he inuft be fervant to the reft ; which ftews, 
that his followers muft be great in fanflity and 
■humility* aind not in worldly power. 

The apoflle P<7a/writing to the chriftians of 
thofe times, almoft in every epifllc commands , 
them to be obedient to the higher powers or 
inagiftraies fet over them : And St. Peter hiai- 
*fclf (from whom this extravagant empire is pre- 
aeoded to be derived) in his fir ft cpiftle bids 
A}$fubmit ourfilves to cve^y ordinance of man for' 
the Lord's fake, whether it be to tie king, or, &c. 
And this is enjoined, alihough it is plain that. 
they who governed the world in thofe dayv 
were both heathens^ tyrants and vfurpers : and 
in this fubmiflion,, there is no exception or pro- 
vifo for eccleftnfical immunity,- 1 he praflice as 
well as precepts of thefe^ holy men, fliews plain- 
ly,1hat ihey had no intention to leave fuccef- 
fors, who ftiould deprive hereditary princes from^ 

their 
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•wriBQ^kboutatttdoubt^pe bf ^# a^oitttmeot 
bi th^ ^a^/^tnft'fty ffie pr}iiclt>1es of' chrUlla- 
oltft ui.be obeyed ^tktfabmitted' tain things 
wherein .the fundatnentdl IkWs of the govern • 
MOAghfe'lhtm power, though they were Jew« 
OftCeatilea; If I Qicuid e«tl y^n by what texts 
in Scii^tw^, the pbpes chto the powei^ before 
ft)ca)ioned>.4t Would ftlk^ up your 'latfghter> and 
^roiiBttw>»lightifor fofojrious a. matter*; yet, be- 
caufe po£BbIy you may neverhave heard fo much 
of thift^ f<a(bje& before, I Hiail lulVance in a few t 
ibeji leU you. ^thertfore, *hai the jprifdidaon 
tbeypretcfid'overihe church, and the power of 
pardoning fins comes from Chpift,foSt. Ptter^^ 
and frooa him to themi Thou art Peter y and np',n 
this rock I will build my ihurch ; / will give the 
keji cfthe kingdom. of heaven^ whatfoever thou /halt 
.bind on earth /hall be hound in heaven^ and what'-' 
foever thou /hub loofe on earthy &c. From thefe 
ivro te^tSy ridiculoiifly applied*, comes this great 
ijree, w4iJch haih vviih its branches overfpread 
the whole earth, and killed all the good and 
wholcfomt plants growing upon it : The firft 
text will never by any man of fenfe be under- 
flcod to fay more than that the fr cachings ^ fuf- 
fertngs and minijlry of Peter was like to be a gwat 
foundation and pillar cj the do6lrines c/'Chrift: 
the other text^ as alfo Snoiher fpoken by our 
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Saviour to his a/ig/f/ri, ^A^ jfo ji nmU ibey 
€trt nmUU^ 4nd wheft Jim yt ntaim ti§f art n^ 
taimd^ ^re by all primkive fiddlers interpreted 
iQ this manoer^ Wherefitver ye findi ejfi&ttatty 
f reach the geJpeU yeu Jball carry with ym grace 
and remiffim ef/tm to them which /haU/eibw 
your inftru£iions : Bui thepeopk who /hall mi have 
tie/ejojful tidings communicated, by ^ U tbemt 
jhall remain in darknefs and in their fins. Bat if 
any yfill conteft, that by feme of thefe laft iexts^ 
th^t evangelical excommunicatiouy vfhich was af- 
terwards brought iQto the church by the apoftles^ 
was here prefignified by our great mafier ; How 
unlike were tbofe cenjures^ to thofc now tbau- 
dered out, as he calls it, by the pcfpe ? thefe 
were for edification and not defiru£lion, toafflift 
the. flelh for the falvation of the foul ; that apo^ 
fiolical ordinance was pronounced for (bme no- 
iorions fcandal or apofiacy from the faith, and 
firft decreed by the churchy that is, the whole 
congregation prefent, and then denounced by the 
pq/ioTj and reached only to debar fiich perfon 
from partaking of the communion of fellowfhip 
of that church till repentance (bould re-admit 
him, but was followed by no other profecution 
or chafiifement, as is now pra£lifed. But fup- 
pofe all xhcte texts had been as they would have 
them ; how does this make for the fucoeflbrs of 
St. Peter^ or the reft ? Or how can this prove 

the 
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^•AoAifo^ ci^^i^lifie to have right tofuchfac- 

.^Ip/Hs^ tBui I ioake hafte from thU fubjqa» and 

hOfA iirgebu( we text maFCy which is, Tbefpi" 

' rh^nia^ judgith dlmen^ but is bimfilf judged of 

ruma from. whence it is inferred by rh&cano^ 

^^fi^^A^ &ftf i^* p^pejs4hf/piritualman^ and 

^Jtiea th^t he is U tejudgt of all tie wqrld i smd 

,4ajft> ^^^ ^f /^ ^^<r i^te liable to any judgment 

'^bimfelf: whereas it is obvious to the meaneft 

lUideriVaadkigy that St. Paul in this text means 

to diAinguiih between a ^perfon icfpired witk 

t^ fpirit of God» and oneremainifng in the (late 

.of nature; which latter^ he fays, cannot judge 

, of thpfe heavenly gifts and graces, as he ex-' 

,.. plains himfelf, when he fays. The natural man 

. ^nnoi difcern the things of the fpirit^ lecaufe th^ 

.are fiolijbnffi unto him. 

> .To take my leave of this matter, wholly out 
^ the way of my ftudies, I beg of you, Zenobio, 
and ofGuiliOf and the reft of pur fociety, to 
read over carefully the^nc Teftament^ and then 
10 fee what ground there is for purgatory^ by 
iKrhichall the wealth and greatnefs hath accru'd 
to thefe men ; what colour for their idolatrosu 
-iiUor/bip. of faints and their#/7M£//, And ^particu'j 
larly for fpcaking in their- hymns and prefers to 
a piece of wood, the crofs I mean, Salt^e Lignum^ 
.&c. And thcn/tf^ »« dignosieneficiorumCbrijH^ 
. .VOL. IV. M tt 
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as you may read ia that office ; ^hat colour, or 
.rather what ^icufe for that horrid imcbriftiaa 
and barbarous eo^oe» called tlie inquijkim^ 
brought iQ by commafid aad authority of the 
t^pope ; the iaventor of which Piter^ a Domiai- 
can friar, having been flaifi among the AIK^ 
ginfesj iks he well deferted, is now Canonized for 
. a faint, and filled San Pietro Marthu^ 

In the dreadful pHfetos of this inqnifidon, 
many faithful and pious chriftians, to fay no- 
thing of hooeft moral Moors or Mahometans, 
are tormented and familhed, or If they out-live 
their fufFeriogs, burnt pubiickly to death, and 
that only for differing in religion from the pope, 
without having any critoe or the leaft mifde- 
^meanor proved or alledged againfl: them ; and * 
this is infliAed upon thefe poor creatures, by 
thofe Vvho ptofefs to belieTe the «cr5pturc, 
Xvhich tells us, ih^ifai^fs the gift ftTG^^, with- 
out whofe fpedal illuitainltion no<tnan cati ob- 
tain it, and therefore isncJt in rdafon'or huma- 
nity to be punlfhed for wanting it. And 
Chrifthimfelf hath fo clearly dedded that jpolnt 
In bidding us let the tares and the 4vbeat grow 
togetheritU iheharveft^ that I pall never' make any 
'd^cuhy to can him JNTJCHRTST, who Jhall 
life the leafi ferfeeuH'On whaPfn'Oer againfi any dtf^ 
J'ering in mature 4/ faith from hifnfelf^ whether 

'Sha 
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ihi per/on fo diffenting^be heretic, Jew, Gentile 
er Mahometan. 

Next I befeephyou to c>bferve vol reading tht 
holybook^ though chrifiian fajis m^ doubtlefs of 
divine right, what ground there is for enjaimng 
0f ioife ediin^at Itaji flijl> to he ahjiained from fet 
one {bird part of the year ^ by which they put th« 
poor to great hardlhip, who tiot having purfcs 
to buy wholfome filh, are fubje^ed to all the 
tniferies and difeafes incident to a bad antl un- 
faealthful diet: whitfl the rich> and chiefly 
thcmfelves and thehr cardinals^ exceed Lucullus 
in their luxury of oyjlers^ turhats, tender crahi 
and carpioni^ brought fome hundreds of miles 
to feed their gluttony upon thefe penitential ^ 
•days of abftinence from heef&nd peri. It may 
4)e it will lie in the way of thofe who x>bferve 
this, to enquire what St. Paul means, when he 
fays, that in the latter days fome Jha II depart from 
the faith, forbidding to marry ^ and commanding to 
erh/lain from meats, which God hath created to be 
received with thUnifgiving : but all thefc things, 
and many other abufes brought in by thcfe/^r- 
verters of chrt/itanity, will I hope ere long be 
enquired intQ by fome of the difciples of that 
bold friar *^ who the very fame year which I pro- 
phcficd, that the fcourge of the church was not 
far off, began to ihtinder againft their indul* 
♦ Martin Zutier, 

M 2 gcaccs. 



a6« TbeVWhrsrof'P'ELii.srcvLATT 
gences, and fince hath queftioned many tenets 
long received and impofed upon the world, 'f 
IhalK cotiiclude this difcourfe, after I have faW a 
*vord of the tno/i hillijh of all the innovations brought 
in by the popes, fuhich is, the CLERGIT; thefc 
^rc a fort ofmen^ under pretence of miniftringta 
ihe people in holy things, fist apart d^uAfeparated 
from ihe reft of mankind^ from whom they have a 
sjery dtflindi and a very oppoftte inter eft by a hu^ 
man ceremony^ called by a divine name, viz. OR- 
J)INATION\ thefe^ wherever they are found 
.•with the -whole body of the monks and friars, 
^vvho are called the regular cXtrgyy make a band 
,which may be called the JANIZARIES of the 
papacy ; thefe have been the caufes of all thefolos^ 
cifms and immoralities in government^ and of all the 
timpietles and abominations in religion, and by^jcon;- 
fequence of all the diforder^ villany and cornuptisn 
^wefuffer under in this deteflableage \ thefe men^ by 
.the bifhopof Rome's htXip^have crept into alUbe 
^governments of Chriftendom^ where there is nfij^ 
^mlxturesf movi2iXchjy and made themfelves a third 
ejate, th2it is, have by their temporalities which a« 
dmofta third part of all the lands in -^ari^/j/, 
given them by the blind zeal, or rather folly of 
the northern people^viho over -ran this part of 
thc-world, fept into ihe throne^ and what they 
cannot perform by thefe fecular helps, and by 
rfhe dependency their vaflals have upon them, 
. . • • .they 
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tircy fall not to claim and to ufurp by the power 
they pretend to have from God and his vicege^ 
rent at Rome, They exempt themfelvcs, theh: 
lands, and good:^, from all fecular jurifdi£lioi>» 
that is, from all courts of juilice and magiftracy^ 
and will be judges in their own xaufes, as m 
matters of tytbe, ^c. and not content with thi5, 
will, appoint courts of their own to decide fove- 
rajgnty in teftamentary matters and many other 
caufes, and take uponthemtobethe foIepuniSi- 
ers of many great crimes, as witchcraft, forcery, ■ 
adultery, and all uncleannefs. To fay nothing of 
the afor/C-mcntioned judicatory of the inq^ifl- 
tion ; in thefe laft cafes, they turn the offenders ; 
over to be punijhed (when they have given fentencey 
By the fecular arm^ fo they call the magiftrate, 
Viho is blindly to execute their decrees under pam 
of hell-fire^ as if chrifiian princes and governors 
were appointed by God only to be their bravo^s or 
hangmen ': they give proteftioa and fanftuary.ta ■- 
all execrable offenders, even to murderers them* 
felves, whom God commanded to be indifpenf^ 
ablypuni(bed with death, if they come withia-^ 
their churches, cloyfters, or any other place 
which they will pleafe to call holy ground ; and if^ 
the ordinary jiiltice, nay, the fovereign power 
do proceed ^gainft fuch ofFenders, they thun- 
der out their excommunication^ that is, cut off 
from the body of Chrift not the prince only, 
M 3 but 
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but the whole nation and people, (hutting the 
church-doors, and commanding divine offices 
to ceafe, and fometimcs even authorizing the 
people to rife up in arms, and conflrain their 
governors to fubmiflioo, as happened to this 
poor city in the time of our anceAors, when. 
for but forbidding the fervant of a poor Car- 
melite friar who had vowed poverty, and (hoald. 
have kept none, to go armed, and punilhing his 
difobedience with imprifonment, our whole 
fenate with their Gonfalonier were conftrained 
to go to Avignon for abfolution, and in cafe of 
refufal had been mafTacred hj the people, 
// would almoft ajlontjh a wife man to imagine how 
ihefe folks Jhould acquire an empire fo deftru^iive ts. 
ebrijiian religion^ and fo pernicious to the intereji 
of men: but it will not feem fo miracoloiu. to* 
them who ihall feriouily confider, that the ckr'- 
gj hath been for more than this tboufand yoart 
tipm the catchy and a formed united corporation 
figainfl the purity of religion and the intereft if 
mankind^ and have not oaly wrefted the hxAf, 
Scriptures to their owa advaQtage» which thejF 
. bave kept from the laity in unknowa langua- 
ges, and by prohibidog the reading thereof-;, 
but made ufe likewife, firft^ of the blind devo* 
lion and igi^oranieof the Gotbs^ Vandals^ Huns:^ 
£(C..aad fince of t^e ambition aad avarice o£ 

chrUtiaa 



chriftraa prlaces, Airriog them up one agaiQ(l 
aaother, and fending them upon foolifh er^ 
viands to the holy land^ to lofe their lives, and to 
leave their dominions in the mean time expofed 
to themfelves" and their accomplices. They 
have befides, kept learoiog and knowledge 
among* themfelvcSj ftiflihg^ the light of the gof- 
peU cryiog dpwn moral' wr€iies as fplendid - 
fjBSi drfaciog humao pojicy, deftroyiog the 
purity of the chriOiaa. faith and profeffioa^ and 
all that wa^ virtuai^s, prudent^ regular and ' 
CU'derly upon earth: fo that whoever would da 
God and good men fervtce^ get himfelf immortal 
honour in tifis li/fy and eUrnal glory in the next y 
would njigre the good policy (1 had almojl faid 
with my author Livy, the fan£iity too) of the 
biatbcnsywlth all their valour and oth^r glorious ' 
endawmentfiy 1 fay^ whoever would do this, mujt ' 
make himfelf powerful enough to extirpate this 
curfed and apoftati race out of the world:. And ^ 
that.yoamay^ibe this i& lawful as well as aecef* 
fary-, I <baH fey but one word of their calling^ 
aftd original^ and* then leave the ftibjeA. The • 
word CLERGY is a term wholly unknown^ te- 
the Scriptures y otherwife ihait in thi» ttvkky s < 
feculiar peopki or- God*s hty ufed of ten for the 
whole Jewijh nation^ who are likewife cal>- 
led a kingdom of prielb in feme places. - 
in the New Teflament» the wor^ Cleros is 
M 4k> take» > 
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ttkcn for the true believers^ who arc alfo czX- 
Jed the ele6>, and often the ehurch^ which is 
the offimbly of the faithful met together^ as is 
eafily.feen by readiDg the begioDiog of moft 
of St. Paurs cpiftles, where writing to. the 
chnrch or churches, be vfually explains him- 
felf. To ail the faints in Chrijfj foffletimes. To 
all who have obtained Uki faith with usy fome- 
times, To all who in alt places call upon the name 
of the Lord Jefus, fcfr. by which it appeai-s, 
that neither the word CHURCH nor CLER^ 
GT, was in thofe days ever appropriated to the 
paftors or elders, of the flock, but did fignify 
indifferently all the people affemblei together; 
which is likewife the literal confiru^lion of the 
word EccUfta^ which is an ajfembly or meeting. 
Ip. thofe congregations or churches was performed 
their ordination^ which properly fignifies no 
more than a decree of fuch aflembly, but is 
particularly ufed for an ele^ion of any into the 
miniftry ; the manner was this : fometimes the 
apoftles themfehes in their peregrinations ^ and 
fometimes any oAer eminent member of the church 
didpropofe to the focioyj {^pon vacancy or other 
.necef&ty of a pallor, elder or deacon) yom^ 
good holy man to be ele^ed^ which perfon if he bad 
farts or gifts ^ fuch as the church could edify hj 

wai 
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'Vms^cbofin by the lifting up ofhands^ that is, by 
Juffra^ei and oftentimes bands were laid opoQ 
him, and prayer made for him : thefe men fo 
fit apart ' did not pretend to- any confecration or 
facrednefs more than they had before, much lefs to 
become a dijiinit thing from the reji of mankind at 
if they had been wetamorphofed^ but did attend 
to perform the feveral funftions of iheir cal- 
ling, as prophefyiog, that is, preaching tlfe 
gofpel» vifiting the fick, (^c. and never intermii^ 
t4d the ordinary luftnfs of their trade or pro- 
feffion, unlef&. their church ox congregatu^n vi%%^ 
very numerous, in whicli cafe they were maintain-- • 
ed by alms or (cnfrlbutions, which was laidafidc 
by every memBer, and collefted the firft day • 
of the week by the deacon ; this* was faid to * 
be given to the church, and was employed by • 
fuffrage of the whole colIeSive Body rathe 
poor and to other incidencies : fo far was ft 
from facrilegc in thofe days to employ chupcft- 
goods to lay-ufeff. From thefe w^rdsi Churelt,. > 
Ckrgy, Ordination^ Paflbr, {yjbitk hfihaih 
been tranflated of late years Bifliop) you fee ^ohitt 
comhtfims tbefr mm fcmi didmi id, uwd faur imtemfe 
afiruHure they have r at fed upon, fo little a^fmn'^ 
daiion \ and how eaftly it will fall to the ground^, ' 
wkn God Jkall Jufpire chrUUan princes emd 
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QsLta U ndewi bis truths and his pppr enjlauii 
numbin att •/ tbiir clutches^ and i^. bring bati 
agaitt iut§ the tU^rld the true original chriftiau 
faith with the apoftolical churches, pallors 
and ordioatioo, fo confifteot with ffloral virtue 
and integrity, fo helpful, and coadadng.to the 
bell and moft prudcat policy^ fo fitted for obe- 
di'eaee to magijiracy znA governmtnt \ all which 
the world hath for many years been deprived 
ctf by the ixuraUe and innnte iU quality which is 
infiparabltfrm pri6ft-craft, and th$ c^t^uratim 
or /pell 9/ tbiir new invenud ordinationj by which 
they cry with the poet. 

Jam furor bumanum nofiro do penorefonfum 
ExpuUty W totum/pirant pracordia Pbabum^ 

Which makes x\^m fo facrod and holy, that tb^ 
have nothing of integrity^ or indeed of humamiy 
hftin them* I hope I fliall not bo thoogjit 
impious any longer upon this point, I nsean for 
vindicating chriftian religion from the aflaolts 
of thefe men -, who having the confidence to 
believe, or at kaft profcfs themfelvea theo»ly 
inftruments which God hath chofen, or cao 
cfaoofe to teach and reform the world, thou^ 
they have neither moral Tirtncs 0or natona 



p4fts eqiijil «Qt ojtiier mea* £» thfl aoft' 
party bavt bjr tbtd preieac9 prevtlfed fo far 
vpoQ the commoo fort of people, and upon t 
ibmc too of a better qualityj that they are per<> 
fuaded th^ir falvation or . eternal^ damnatioa ' 
depends, uppa bdieviog or not believing of 
what they fay. I voold aot be underfiood xq - 
diiTwade any from hononring the trus apoftolick 
tiochirs when the; fiiall be re-eftabUflied ampng \ ^ 
us, or from allowing them (even of right) aa(t ' 
not of almfr or courtery}yirri& emolumints as may 
enable them cheerfully to perform- the duties of 
their chargf^ to provide, for their children^ and ' 
even ifi ufe bofpital'ttjy as they are commandec| ^ 
by St. Paul But this / ivijl fnfphefy before I * 
poaclud^f that if princes Jball perform; this huft^ 
rnfs b% bdves. and have anjf root, ofthU ^gy or * 
piefi><rafim if now is in the ground i or if that * 
R4MQlfS RJBFORMMR^^/ed fom yean ^ 
fiueouA $f Pkcardy to. CieoeTa, who is of i^ > 
gKQIit re^QWQ for leaf niog an4 pv^* and who ' 
frmifu u$ fi ptrfe& a reformaiioHi JhaU not in ' 
kUfmdil%»boUy4ttirpate this fart of men \ then I ' 
fiff^ I mufi for^tel that as weU the magifirate^ a$ " ^ 
Hii workman, will find themfehos dtciivfdin their ^ 

* Calvin* • '9 
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iicpeHation^ andthat thi Uaflfihra 6f this plant will 
iVfr^rttn 4ifiin the tuhele vineyard of the Lord^ 
tod turn to a diSufive papacy in every diocefe, 
perhaps in every pari(h : So that God in bis 
mercy infpire them to cut out the core of the ulcer^ 
find the bag of this impojihutney. that it way 
never rankle or jejier any more^ nor break out 
hereafter to dlffufe new corruption and putrefac^ 
. tion through the body of Chx\% which is his holy 
charch, 10 vitiate and infeSl the good order and 
true pclicy ^/govcrnmciih 

I come now to the lad branch of my charge ^ 
!ivhich is. That I teach princes villany^ and how 
to enflave and opprefs their fubjeSis. If any man 
will read over my book of the Prina ynih im- 
partiality and ordinary charity, he will eaffly 
perceive that it is not my iDtention therein to 
recommend that government, or thofe men 
there defcribcd to the world;' much lefs to 
reach men to trample upon good men» and all 
that is facred and venerable upon earth, ]aws> 
religion, honedy, and what not. If I have ^ 
been a little toa pun^al in defcribing thefe 
monfters, and drawn theiB to the lile in 4^1 
their lineaments and colours, I hope mankind 
will know them the better, to avoid them, ray 
* treatife being both a fatire againft them and a 
true charaSfer of th' »»— 

tnofOir 
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Whaevir in his empire is tied to no other rules 
than thofe of his own will and luji^ niujl either bo 
a faint or elje a very devil incaraate j or if he bt 
neither ofthefe^ both his life and his rei^n are lih 
to be very Jhort : for whofoever takes upon him fi 
execrable an employment as to rule men againfi the 
lavis of nature and reafon^ mufi turn all topjie 
iurvy^ and never flick at any thing ; for if once 
be halt he will fall and never rife again, &r«. 
Aad fo I bid you farewell. 

(I ^pril 1537)* 
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F any reftfaitit k to he put upon the pre&^ 
it mofl be either on a religious o( 
CIVIL accouQt. 

* All that tan be pleaded^for it on'tlie fcare o£ 
religion, is, that 'tis neceflary to prevent men^ 
being led into error s and as a confequence. of 
that, nothing is to be printed that may tempi 
them to queftion the truth of any pact or point 
of the eftablilhed religioai 

. * I have a copy.of thi^ tra£l,^hich belonged ,to 
jintbony Collins^ Efq; whereia it is a/cribed to Dr. 
Tyndal^ and therefore there can be do doubt that 
he^. waj the jeal author* 

Iflk 
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In order to anfwer thSsr I muft beg leave ta. 
. obferve, that nothing is more certain than that- 
God does not require of men impoffibilities, aft- 
a. means to obtain their fature happinefs ; and 
tonfequently all that ^ he deiires of them^ is ta 
ufe their rational faculties after the, beft man- 
ner they can, for the difcovery of his wills He 
therefore that docs ■ tbis^ tho'^ nevec fomuch. 
miftaken, is as acceptable to God^.u;^^ is no^ 
reffe£ier of pirfonsj as he that's not miftakeUjif. 
iince he has done all that God requires of bim^. 
and the other could do nomore« . 

To afBrm his mifiakes are finful, is to make* 
God the author of fin, in fo framing hi$ un- 
4er (landing, thiit after he had done all he could ' 
to avoid error) he neceflarily fdl ioto lU And 
li it be ^e height of impiety to condemn one 
. <tf fin for obeying God's commands in- impar- 
rially examiningv it can be no lefs imf»oo»t^^ 
affirm the opinioo uaavoidablycaufedby fo do^ 
iiag to be a fin. 

How happy would mea tbea be^ if» iiot>* 

wlthftanding their difference of opinion, they 
would allow on all fides, that impardality and ' 
%serity^ were fufScient to recommend them to 
Godr andby confeqiaence to oac aaotber I Go^ 

ing-- 



> and Okthq^oxy Jb^Aen. 283 
log a ftep further than this, juftifies the feverdd 
method of the iDquifitioa : for if men can be 
guilty of impiety, bUfphemy^ and other damn- 
able opinions, tho' on the (IriAeft cxamioatioa 
they judge them agreeable to the will of God; 
and if it be the duty of thofe that are in power 
in every nation to prevent this, they are 
bound to rcftrain not only the liberty of print- 
ing, but of preaching; and to ufc the fevcrcft- 
methods they can, to binder the fpreading of 
whatever they apprehend to be fuch opinions* 

If God willjudgemen-as they, are account^ 
able, that is, rational* creatures ; their rewar<l^. 
whether they hit or mh of truth, will be in an 
exad proportion ta the \xtt tbc^ make of their 
feaioD : and* confequeotly no opiMbncaft be ih 
fio, but for want of an knpartial examiaaiioQ; 
and- according a$ that has been more or le(a\ 
onittedi (6 one i& more or left accottotAUo*. 

If this, how paradoxical foever at fifft fights 
itmayappestf to foaae) is^ npo& exiOMiatioQ^ 
demonftratitely true; Wbatcan be more un- 
reafonable, than^m pretence of preventing the- 
growth of dangerous errors, to reftrain the 
grefs^ and therabf hinder naczk ixwok facing, aod^ 

confor 
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confcquently from examining the reafons tlfat 
make againft the cftabliflied religion ? whea - 
without an impartial examination, let our 
religion be never fo true, we hold it guiltily, 
and with it, though never. fo falfe, innocently* 
But„ ' 

. , What can be more lAconfiRent with this graad 
duty of examination, than a reftraint on the 
prefs, fjiice there can be ao other caufe afligA- 
ed why 'tis unlawful to publifli argumeErts 
againft the ftate religion, but becaufc 'tis un- 
lawful to-read tbem> that being the fole reafoa.' 
of forbidding the pubUfhing of. them.? And 
if it be once fuppofed unlawful to read, it moft 
hfi as unlawful- ta bear or think any things 
that inclines one to queflion the truth of any 
pArt or point of the national religioa ; and 

• confcquently it makes it every one's duty, in. all 
countries whatever, to profefs tbat without the^ 
leaft examination. But, 

If one has 00 reaibn to expeft a heaveih-wbo 

.will oot be. at the pains to examioe what Vis 

Qod requires of him, ia order to his.comiog 

there ; what a condition muft he be in^ who 

wt only^ neglcAs this himfelf, but labour^ 
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t^ 6btaln a law to make all others do the 

^lame? . ' 

' The examining the reafons on all fides (for 
prevention of which the prefs is to be re- 
Arained) not only makes the miftaken accept- 
able to'Godjbut is the only method that caa 
be taken to prevent miHakes.; for which end 
«God has commanded every one to judge of 
bimfelf^ to iry ihifpiritSy to prove all things^ 
&c. And therefore thofe divines that are for 
mens trying nothing, or knowing nothing, but 
what pleafes the licehfed guides in every x:oua- 
try, give God himfelf the lie, after the worft 
manner that can be. And 

The more people are futjedl to ml/lake, 
the lefs reafon there is to rely on any one fide, 
but with care and diligence to examine the 
reafons of all, and confequently the prefs 
ought to be open to all. And when a dif- 
.•courfe is printed, men by viewing and review- 
ing it, may form a better judgment, than when 
"'tis only fpoken. 

Inanfwer to this« 'tis faid, and alike faid 
%cvei7 where, that mea may have an impartia:! 

itt* 
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ioFormatioa from the Clergy of the eftablithed 
church. But 

Are not they anclcr a gt^iter refiralnt than 
others, being obliged to profefs thofe opinions 
to which their preferments are annexed, or 
clfe to ftarve ? To chat in this cafe, ^tis not the 
map, but the bifliopriek, the deanery, the pre- 
bend, the re£tory that preaches and prints 
Mmim cofitradianii, poj^ery in one place, Lu- 
theranifm in another, Calvinifm in a third; 
and they pbffibly may think it but fair ta 
maintilin fuch dpinions as maintain them.; 
though lo fpeak the truth, the opinions gene- 
rally m^iiltaln the^riefts, better than the priefis 
•maintain the opinioYis. Are men, fo bonnd 
and (hackled, likely to give a fair reprefeaCa- 
tion of >vfaat xtn be f^id dgaioft them, when 
the only caufe they can alkdge for reftrainlng 
the prcfs, is to hinder people from knowing 
It ? Do not the bRnd lead the blind, when the 
guides on which others are wholly to depend^ 
4u:e not trufted to guide themfelves ? 

In a Woi^d, all other methods but this of 
^eMimlning, Axdll fe^uaHyTetve to promote ady 
re%ioQ, diou^ "ttilrer fo ASe, And codfe^- 

qoeatly 



<^ue&tly caonot be the way to diftioguith tho 
true from the maay falfe ones; hvx «re the 
•pious frauds and holy cheats, of not very pious 
4iid very holy sieo, to 'keep the people in « 
^blmd obedioice. 

As this method Is the only way to dUbovet 
4|r«th, fo ftis this tbajt makes it moft-^ITeftitah 
'where 4Daea without examination entertain n 
religion, it will have bat little Jofloence on 
<^dr ^t^kct. VHmx does not convince the 
«tmdefftandlng,'din have but a fm^Il 'eiffeft oH 
the will : And as far as the reafonablenefs of aH 
'^pinion i^ feen, fo far only can it operate on a 
ratiooal creature; and the more examination 
Tenders it fo, the more force it will have on 
the a}rel!!lions, which are not moved without 
fomQ^Ienfible connexio^^i between the caufe and 
•the cifeft. For this reafon thinking men, 
truth being^ndeared to them as the difcoveiy 
of their own induflry, are for the moft part 
'^ery confcientious i while thofe that owe their 
religira to the diance of education, have gene- 
rally no more rq;ard ^to it, than if they owe4 
it m the dance of a die. If then the freedom 
^ the pfe& cmitributes not only to endear 
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troth when difcover^, but to the difcoVfery 
of it; and if that fiiils, to make^even error itfelf 
tonocent^^all IfheargurndDts on the acconnt- of 
Teligion dp ffioft rcligioufly contend for its 
entire liberty. To v^Uch let me add, that 

The fidble art 6ft>nnttng, t^iai bydt^e 
providence was difcoTwed to free men. fbom 
the tyranny of the clergy' they then groaned 
under, and withont which the proteflant reli- 
gion maft have proved afoortbe, ought not to 
be made a^neans to reduce us^a^in luder (a* 
)cer4ptal-flavery« And » 

If our ancdlors could not fecore th^mfelrea 
^-om more than Egyptian bondage, which the 
pulpits -bronght on th^m, '«athotit the. affiflr- 
aiice oF the prefs : What hopes hayc wc to 
defend ourfelves againft tx>th»^ when by the 
tneans of the latter,' the dergy have msch 
greateropporttiifitiea, ^slveU as ftblUties> «o 
accomplifti their defigils ? 

• The leftr^Qt of die- prefs is C(mfifient 
ienough with popery v but folrprotafiimtfi to 
attempt it, is ftrikmg at the foundation of their 
teligion, 'wliich is -biiilt on Hhc fitfttlr^ right 

' every 
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eter 7 one has of judging for bimfelf in matters 
c^reli^oa.. Bat what .can favour more of a * 
bliad popifh compliance, than fo entirely to 
give up the condoA of religion to a few licen- 
fing priefts, as that nothing (hall be publifhed 
but what they think fit? The learned Dr» 
Chgget laith, (and after the fame manner do 
all our clergy write when they have to do with 
the papifls) <* * They that have a good canfe^ 
'< will not fright men from coniidering what 
^ their adverfaries fay by their books, but ' 
** rather encourage them fo to do, that 
'* they may fee the diiference between truth 
«< and error, reafon and fal/hood, with their 
<< own ^yes. This is the efFeft of a well* 
«i grounded confidence in truth, and there is 
'* the iign of a good caufe apparently difcern- 
«* ablci in the application of the clergy of the 
<< church of England^ both to their friends 
<< and eniemies. They defire the one and 
^* t'other, to confider impartially what is faid 
<< for us, as well asagainft us ; and whenfoever 
** guides of a party do otherwife, they give 
^* juft caufe to exaoiine their dofirines more 
s« carefully, by how much they are unwilling 

* Porfuafive to an u^ooot ttui, p. 28. 
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«« to have them ^atBihcd. ^h -i bsitf iSgfrt; 
<< v/hen men art loth to have their bpi^mi 
<« fecD ia the day, twt k>ve 4arfeiiefstti6retlifite 
** light." 

Every one thioks he has a nxiuxA right At 
mil matters of learaiog and Icaowkdge, except 
^hat relates tt> TeHgkm and gorerDOCot, toiTee 
what can be faid on all fides, in order to form 
his judgment aright; and 4^&c can ht nt> 
^afoci why th^fe iftioutd be excepted, fince 
to have n right nndetfbnding in thtm, is whik 
%5 moft Vortby a rattanal beitog. 

The ttioxt ufefd iMiy feience is to manrkind, 
the greater will its abufes be : Divinity, law, 
jjhyfick are fad inftances of this. But how 
can thefe abufes be difcovercd, if the preft be 
in their hands that gain by them ? What cafe 
lie more ufeful than hiftory, efpecially of ont^s 
own country i and can we 'exped a tlwe itr- 
formation) when only one (\4t te fo ^int^? 
And there are feW petfolrt, efpecially at adlf- 
lance from LmAn, bat wolrld Ihiirk it a hartf- 
thip to be deprived even of foch triBes as the 
common news-papers, vvhich would not be 
allowed under a reflraJM Of the prefs. Nay, 
^ 8 we 



t|^ ^}4 QoMhtQ bc^p« fot aa Impartial ac^ 
£Smi eireo ia natuiral things^ fiace ^q eyi4eQ|. 
$r^th in ,pbilofopby, has been thought a mon-* 
firous error in divinity ; and a rational difconrfe 
QO any fubje^ may be hiadred from beings 
printed, left, as the late bifiiop of Worcejier 
feid 9f the moft rational that ever was writ f,, 
k might be applied to other u&s thaa what the 
author deiigncd. 

^ Nothing can more cKfconrage onea of abill^ 
ties from writing, than to fabjeft their dif« 
^D&ife to the mercy of m ignorant, or at U4{{ 
aa unleifuftd Kceulbr t fiieb a hardfttip on the- 
commonwealth of learning, will be apt to- ^ 
maice ta imprimatur fignffy no moj'e, than 
!^]|C the book is foolilb enough tq be printed* 

As the people retain a right to offer their 
advice to their reprefentatives, fo there cap- 
BOt but happen feveral thijigs, wherein ihey 
ijbay receive fatlsfaflion from what is publiflied' 
by thofe without doors (as happened in ih$ 
cafe of the (landing army, and feveral other 
matters) which may in a great meafure be hin- ' 
d^red, by the licenfers of the prefs being ia^ 

' f The Eflay on Human Underftundinfif, by Mr^ 
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fiucQCcd by thofe^ whq l^ve aa iote^ft uy 
ftjfltf truth. . , J 

In a word, as many things as are worth 
onderflanding aright, fo many arguments arc 
there for the liberty of the prefs y though the 
only reafon that is pleaded for its refljaint 
upon a civil account, is to prevent falfe repre- 
fentations of peoples defigos and aftioas, efpe-r 
cially of fuch as are dignified with a publicic 
charafler. But 

Though this may be done by fpcaking, who 
ever thought it reafonable, that all but one 
party of men (hould have a padlock on their 
lips > And yet this is all that's meant by a re^ 
Ih-aint bn the prefs, fince what is to be printed; 
15 left to the arbitrary will of men of this 
or that party. And there can be no manner 
of reafon, why writing and talking (hould not 
be on the fame foot, fince what's contrary to 
law Is 'm both caf^^s equally punifhable ; and a 
rcftraint of the preTs cannot hinder books from 
coming out by ftealth. 

yihzt can be more unconfcionable, confidef « 
ipg hoW the nation is divided, than to have all 
b»t one party reftraincd from writing in their* 
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^^n^n^d^efeikeV wWlft that u tit liberty to ufie 
them as barbaroufly as they plcafe? Wiih 
what uochriftian temper aad inhumane in- 
folcnce will partymcn treat thofe they arc 
employed to write againft ? and what njifre- 
prefentations, lies and calumnies will they not 
then' be guilty of? 'Tis the danger of beings 
deUQed and expofed, that matees men wrhe 
v^\i more tcnaper, as w^II as morti regard to 
tfnth* 

If the honourable houfe of commons have,> 
f]pon a folemo debate, thought fit to publi(h> 
their proceedings to prevent being mifrepre- 
fcnted, why (hould th>ey deny ihofc ihey re* 
prcfcnt the fame liberty?. And when both 
boufes have thought it necejary to print, (and 
one may venture ro add, that neither houfe,* 
wilhput (bis liberty^ would have thought 
their reputations fafe) it cannot be prcfumed 
that either houfe will be putting, fuch a hard- 
fliip 00 the nation^ 

As honour and reputation fecure their vo- 
taries from committing ill and bafe a^ions^ jfb 
they incite ihem to all good ones ; but If the 
prcfsbcia the bands of dcfigning people, it 
M 3^ may 
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may have a quite difFerent eSeft, and t^ 
ivhoHy employed to traduce, as* it was'Ui 
former reigos, the beft men both ia church 
andftate. And 

It will be a great encouragement for mea 
above the ordinary reach of the law, to cmfti 
thofe beneath them, when the prefs (hall fpeak 
only in their favour, and tli« injured are de* 
prived of the laft fatisfadion that oppreft vir- 
tue has, of appealing to the people, an3 
juflifying their innocence to the world. And 
therefore I cannot fee how one, that has any 
value for his reputation, will be content to" 
x\m the hazard of having it put out of his 
power, to juftify hlmfelf as publickly as he is 
injured. Whether what is faid of truth, 
that none is againft truth but where that is 
firft againft them, may be applied to the' prcfs^' 
I will not determine ; but thdfe whofe adions' 
cannot bear examination, will, no doubt, be 
glad of its reflraint, and poi&bly may add ini- 
quity to iniquity, by pretending they defire it- 
out of affeflion to the government, or zeal to 
the church. '.- 
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\ The reftrainlng the prcfs may not be fo 
much for the intereft of any party, as fomtf 
fondly imagme ; bccaufc their beiog for it, wiU 
be apt to make men believe the very worft 
things their enemies fay to be true; and that 
'tis the fear of having their pernicious defigns 
difcovered, Avhich makes them take a method^, 
that till now they ihemfelves oppofed, and 
which in former reigns was made ufc of to ad- 
vance flavery and popery. But 

Jf this be of 00 weighty let it be cosfidered^ 
that the. pri^s, jackanapes likQ (as a &^/x gentle** 
manfaid of their king) may be made to bite; 
whQiofoever they, in whofe cuftody it chances 
to bet think fit ; and a refiraining law no 
fooiicr made^ bat the fcene of affairs may fo 
alter, that the party which promoted it, may 
be fcourged with rod^ of their own providing^ 
and be themfelves debarred of that liberty 
they defigned to exclude others from. And 
poffibly fome may be glad of fuch a bill, the 
better to deprive them of thofe advantages, 
which without it they would not think pru- 
dent to attempt. But though this might not 
be the confecoeace jat prefent, yfho can ba 

^ fare 
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fure 10 ^hat hands the prefs hereafter ma^e 
placed ? 

As the chief happing as well as dig{uty<o£ 
ratiopal creatures^ conQfls ia having tb« li- 
berty, of thinkiDg on vhat fulye^t they pleafi^ 
and of ^s freely communicating their thoughts p 
To all good govcrnmeats that have allowed |hi9> 
freedom^ w^re fo far from fulFering by it, th^t 
it wonderfully endeared then) to their .people*.. 
And no miniAry can be hurt by the liberty o£ 
tfi0 prdfS) fiace tfaty btfie t ttumber of depen^^ ^ 
dnts, feady vpoa ail occafioBS to ^ie kh 
joftifioatioaof thiir coodnA s nay, to gadtjwa^ 
the worft of their a£tioas^ «n4 gi?a « f<^ co» 
lour to their moft pernicious defigtis ; and at 
the fame time fo to mifireprefent the true pa« 
triots of their country,' that the people, their 
teal friends, being deprived of the liberty of 
publickly juftifying themfelves, may miftakt 
them for their enemies,, and carefs thole thfttarfi 
truly fy* 

The liberty of the prefk muft keep a minlflry 
»4thin fome tolerable bounds, by expofiog 
lh<ir iU defigns to the people^ with whom if 
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they once lofc their credit, they will be very 
unfit tools for a court to work with. But 

The arts of ftate in moft places being to en* 
(kiTe, or keep the people in (lavery, tt became 
a. crime to talk, much more to write about 
ftate* matters. And the prefs in moft countries 
of fttrtff^fpeaking nothing butcourt-Ianguage^ 
tne people, who till the invention of printing 
' had tolerably well prefcrved their liberty, were 
by degrees gulled and cheated out of thofe 
ideftimabk bleiBngs* And there's nothings ^ 
ckber with refpeft to rdtgion or politicks, & 
deftrudtfe to mankmd, but may be madcy 
where the pulpit and preftconfpire together, ta 
pa& for divine truths. 

The flavifh condition the moft part of man* , 
kind in all ages have been ip, (hews how much 
they have been wanting to themfclves in not 
taking alarm foon enough at the chains that 
were preparing for them. And as there are 
few, very few inftanccs of people's having 
perceived the intended flavery, foon enough 
to prevent itj fo there are fewer inftantes pf 
^heir having taken arms, but upon very juft 
cccafion. 



«9t Th^W^rs^fl^tticKAPT 

In a word^, ai there js oo fireedoopi eithcp gIv!| 
or.ccclefiaflical, but where the liberty of tl^ 
prefs is matatained ; fa where that k &<mi«|d^ 
ah others are fafe. ThAi, like a faithfal^ 
ceDtioel, prevents all &rprize, and gives timely 
warning of any approaching danger. And 
therefore 'tis to be hoped, that the truftcc^ 
of the people's liberties will prefervc its free- 
ilom entire ; for if its facred liberty is but 
once affc£led> though by never (b ^entlo % 
l%w, 'tis to be fe^ed. that thi$ will be o&d, 
a^a& argument to reflraiu it as much as ever;;, 
for then 'twill be eafy to engraft a new law» 
on pretence that the old did not anfwer the 
end, as we fee 'twas urged in the cafe of tba 
conformity btU; 

As to the obliging authors to fet their name». 
to their works, that can only ferve to hinder 
the pubriOkiog the moft ufeful books, v/»» 
thofe jlefigoed to reAify abnfes. BeAdes, this^ 
prejudices people for or againft a book, and- 
ferves as a handle for fulfome flatteries, or 
grofs abufes ; and we have too frequent in* 
fiances of mens thinking, to attone, for nat;- 

anfwer:- 
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anrweriog the arguments, by railing at t)ie 
authors. Ahd therefore thofe writets, fttch 
ITS the aiithor <Athi fffhoh Dutf 4/ Mati^ fsfJt. 
that defign the utmoft good, liaTe iaduftrioaffy 
concealed their names. 
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BOOKS lately pvblljhed hj Richard 
Ba&on,.Ws;. 

A CORDIAL for' Low Spirits, in three 
*• -^ Volumes. The third Edition, with 
great Improvemente. 

2. MiltonV Anfwer to Charles L The fe- 
cond Edition, with many PaiTages unknown t^ 
all former £ditor$. 
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